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and death of John Calas appeared, from this 
time, infallible. The circumſtance, however, 
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ordinary feſtival, which the people of Toulouſe 
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mean time, one of the judges, convinced of the 


of the accuſed, and of the impoſſibi- 


lity of the crime, ſpoke warmly in their favour z 


oppoling the zeal of humanity -to that of reli- 
gious ſeverity. He became, indeed, the public 
advocate for the Calas, all over Toul 
the continued cries of miſtaken religion demand- 


ed the blood of the unfortunate priſoners, 
| Another judge, well known for the violence of 
his temper and diſpoſition, exerted himſelf, on 


the other hand, as ſtrenuouſly againſt them as 
the former did in their favour. At length their 
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| having been accuſed of aſſaſſinating their children o 
account of religion; the firſt is of the father of St. 
Barbara, or as we "uſually: call her St. Barbe. The 
old, man, it ſeems, had made but two windows in the 
bagnio-room ; Barbe in his abſence had a third con- 
ſtructed, in Ubvobe of the holy Trinity; after this ſhe ' 
made the ſign of the croſs, with her finger, on the 
marble columns, which ſign remained deeply engraven 
on the ſtone. At this her father, being put into a vio- 
lent paſſion, purſued her ſword in hand to a moun- 
tain, that good naturedly gave way aud opened to let 
through, to ſave her the trouble of going up hill. 
The father, however, running round the foot of it, 
caught his daughter on the other ſide, and gave her a 
"found whipping on the bare backſide. To. prevent 
he continuation of this indecency, an anger was ſent 
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| ſeeing her other ſon baniſhed and her daughters 
torn. from ber, remained alone in the world, 
vichout bread, without hope, to Peri with excels 
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i; ſons, who, having maturely 


circumſtances of this horr de affair, were ſo firuck 


with the cruelty and injuſtice of it, that they preſ- 
_ ſed the widow Calas to throw herſelf at the foot 


of the throne. | The poor women was then, 


add to this, that being born in England, ad 
coming into a French province very young, ſhe | 
nen the thoughts of going to Pa- 
ris. She imagined that the metropolis of the 
A dem muſt be ſtill more barbarous than Tou- 
louſe. At length, however, her duty and re- 
giard to the memory of her huſband, 8 
deter of ber weakneſs.” She arrived, almoſt dead 
| furpriſed co find herſelf n with 
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a Gina che 5. atic 
pieces written on this ſubje&t . Not only Paris, 


but all Europe ſympathized with the ſufferer, 

ſhuddered at the fact; demanding, wich the 
2 py widow, that juſtice which crowned 
| heads 0d the ſupreme. magiſtrate owe to their 


Injured ſubjects. The public judgment antici- 
| prod td rex king before i was ſigned by the 
council, 
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mother This unhappy family, how ver, had 
lll fond enemies; their ſufferings being owing 


to religion. Many of thoſe-perſons-who are bal 


led in France devotes t, ſcrupled not publicly to 


affirm it much better that an ole  Calvinift ſhould 


be broke alive on the wheel, tho? innocent, than 
that the characters of eight counſellors of Lan- 
guedoc ſhould be expoſed to the cenfure of the 
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mily would be ſacrificed” to the honour cr ch 
magiſtracy. They did not reflect that the true 
honour of a judge cohſiſts, like that of other 
men, in in repairing his faults. It is not believed 


in France that the Pope himſelf, aſſiſted by all 


bis cardinals, is infallible : Why then might it 


not be allowed 1 0 eight ph of Toulouſe av 
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TE the white penirents Want: hen the 'cauls of 


the execution of an innocent perſon, of the 
utter ruin of a whole family, of diſperſing them 
throughout the world, loading them with 1 
opprobrium which ovght only to be attached to 


vile, but which ever attends on puniſhment; if 
the precipitation of theſe white penitents to cele- 
brate, as- a ſaint, a poor wretch whoſe body 
been the cauſe of breaking alive on the wheel the 


hapleſs father of a virtuous family; ſych a miſ- 


fortune ſhould doubtleſs/ render them real peni- 


tents to the laſt hour of their lives both they 
and the condemning judges ought indeed to 
weep, but not in long white robes, and with 
maſks on their faces to hide their tears: their un- 
feigned repentance ſhould be as public and mor- 
54 as their error have been notorious and 
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| i whe tuner ſoever they may be deemed to tbe 


| Rate, can it be equivalent to the horrid evil they 


have occaſioned ? Their inſtitution, indeed, ſeems © 
| to depend on the zeal which animates the Roman 
| i Catholics of Languedoc againſt thoſe whom theß 
ſtigmatize by che name of Huguenots. One 
would almoſt think theſe orders had entered into 


Jlemn vows to hate their brethren ; for it is cer - 


tred and perſecution, tho? not ſufficient to make 
us love and aſſiſt each other. How dreadful 
then muſt not be the conſequences of having theſe 
fraternities governed by enthuſiaſts ;' as were for- 


merly certain congregations of artiſans and gintle : 


- folks, who had acquired the habit and caught the 
knack (as one of our learned and eloquent ma- 
giſtrates expreſſes it) of dreaming dreams, and 


ſeeing viſions! What muſt not be the natural 


'conſequences, of their ſetting apart gloomy 
*chambers for meditation, on the walls of which 
are painted devils with horns and hoofs, ſulphu- 
rous flames, croſſes and poinards, with the ſa- 


'cred name of Jeſus placed over the horr'd pic- | 


ture! What a ſight is this to be preſented to the 
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hy br is bur too well knows, there # Was a time rhe 
theſe. fraternities were dangerous to, the ſtate 
The frerots, and Hagellanis were the cauſe of 
1 great troubles, and, the League itſelf aroſe from 
ſuch aſſociations. Wherefare ſhould, men thus 
diſtioguiſh chemſelves from their fellow citizens ? 
2, they conceive themſelves more virtuous. oF 
| perfect? This would be an inſult to all the reſt. 
Would they have every good Chriſtian enter into 
ſome religious fraternity? It would certainly be 
a. droll ſight to behold all Chriſtendom in capu- 
| chin and maſque; peeping through the twOlittle 
holes before their hood-wink'd eyes! Can they 
really think that God Almighty. prefers ſuch a 
dreſs, or even a flowing robe, to a cloſe-bodied 
coat! ? Let me add to this, that their habit is an 
uniform, religious regimentals! beating to arms, 
and giving their enemies notice to be upon their 
guard: it ſtirs up a kind of civil war in the 
ſpirits of manking, and would be attended with 
the moſt fatal conſequences, if the king and mi- 
piſtry were not as ſagacious and wiſe as. Un fana- 
Tick are eabſurd and ridiculous. 
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_ cardinal duke of Borgia effected, in concert with 
the pope his father, the deſtruction of the fami- 
lies Vitelli, Urbino, Gravina, Oliveretto, and 


af beſides an hundred other noblemen, in order 
to ſeize their eſtates. Julius the IId, animated by 


the ſame ſpirit, excommunicated Louis the XIIth, 
and gave away his kingdom to the firſt poſſeſſor; 
while putting on, himſelf, the cuiraſs and hel- 
met, he waſted great part of Italy with fire and 
ſword. Leo the Xth, in order t dapper the ex · 
pence of his pleaſures, made a 

indulgences, which were bought and fold like 
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enormous abuſes, was atleaſt right in a moral _ 
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3 never required the firſt- fruits, nor ſold 
diſpenſations for this world, or indulgences for 
the other, it was not neceſſary to purchaſe theſe 
things of a foreign prince. Should we ſuppoſe 
that the firſt-fruits, the Jaw-ſuits carried on at 
Rome, and the diſpenſations which ſtill. ſubſiſt, 


coſt France no more than five hundred thouſand | 
Uvres a year, it is plain that we muſt have paid, 


ſince the time of Francis the Iſt, in two hundred 


and fifty years, an hundred and twenty millions; | 


_and making proper allowances for the different 


value of money, that ſum would amount at this 


time to about two hundred and fifty millions. 


We may therefore admit, without being guilty 
of impiety, that the heretics, in firſt propoſing | 


"the abolition of theſe extraordinary taxes, which 
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- poſterity will read of with amazement, did: not 
in this reſpect bring any grievous ill on the ſtate z 
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ve ought not 10, doubt, and which; is beſides; a 
very proßtable place for the manks ; as they did 
not pay a due reverence, for thoſe, relicks we 
oughe to revere, and are alſo. til more-profit- 
able; in a word, as they attacked theſe and 
ocher reſpectable tenets; of our. holy religion 75 
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1 * They tevived, for laſtance; ithe oe of Be. 
rener on tie Euchariſt 5 they denied that even Onini- 
potence could cauſe a body ito be in an hundred differ: - 

> et; places at one time; they denied that at | 
could ſubſiſt without a ſubject; they believed that 3 it 
Vas abſolutely impoſſible for bread and wine, appearing 


fluch to the eye, the palate and ſtomach, ſhould be an- 
mihilated, and at the ſame time exiſt; in fine, they ſup- 
* ported all thoſe errors which had been formerly con 
demned in Berenger. They laid .a ſtreſs on ſereral 
paſſages in the writings of the primitive fathers of, the 
_—_ and particularly on one af St. Juſtin," 
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- they were at frſt anbierent only by RTE CPA . 
of fire and faggot. The monarch who protect. 
ed and cheriſhed them in Germany, marched in 
e at EO l n ef e 1 | 


ch, . ee with Typbo, that. e The 


« oblation of fine: flour is the type of the Euchariſt, 
£ which Jeſus Chriſt hath commanded us to make, in 
« remembrance of his' paſſion,” Kai n rng cri Re 
&c. rumos Iv Ts Abra rs c capicdas, oveic & Ts 
raheut Sc. Inous Xęigoc d pl * wapidica(womihs 


Tur recolletiet all that had been written in x" | 
firſt ages of the church againſt the worſhip of relicks ; . 
_ citing the words of Vigilautius on that ſubject. Can 


sit be neceſſary for you to revere and even adore a 
« piece of contemptible dirt: ? Can the ſouls of the 
4 martyrs be attached to their aſhes ? The. cuſtoms of 
©. idolatry are introduced into our churches, where 


© they light up wax flambeaux at noon: we may pray 


* for, each other while we are alive, but to 
66 poſe ſhould \ we pray f for the dead Ph. 
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Tur 304 1 not, however, ste St. Ferom NOR 
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the above paſſage of Vigilantius. In ſhort; they want- 


ed to recall the times and manners of apoſtolic ſimpli- 
city, and would not agree, that as the church grew in 
ftrength and extent, it was neceſſary to extend and 


ſtrengthen its diſcipline: they even condemned riches 


5 and magnificence, which ſeemed very neceſſary, how- 
5 to ſupport the dignity of religious dier 
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1 execution of a 


eee was to e the — creatures to the 
ö end of a long beam, that t played on a large pi- 


vot fixed through an upright tree ; by which 
means their tormentors, laying hold of the other 


end of the beam, raiſed them up and let them 
down alternately, over buroing coals placed un- 
der them for that horrid purpoſe, till by degrees 


Oy Kage g e torture. 
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ſeveral members of the parliament of Provence, 
rants of Merindol and of Cabriere, deſired ſome 
troops of the king to aſſiſt and ſupport them in 
the execution of nineteen perſons of thoſe coun- 


tries whom they had taken and condemned: 


with this aſſiſtance they murdered near ſix thou- 
ſand of theſe unhappy people, without reſpect to 


age, ſex or condition, and reduced thirty of their 
towns to aſhes. Theſe poor wretches, till then 


hardly-heard of, were doubtleſs very criminal C 
in being born in the country of Vaud ; for this 
was their only crime. OY had been eſtabliſhed 
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norant of the art, as deſtitute of the implements, 


of war; fo that they fell defenceleſs, and were 
butchered like ſheep MO? in * the W : 
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"> Turathatc and reſpetable Preſident, 8 


ſpeaks of theſe innocent unfortunates in the following 
terms: Homines efle qui trecentis circiter abhinc an- 
&« nis aſperum & incultum ſolum vectigale à dominis 


« acceperint, quod imprabo labore & aſſiduo cultu 


„ frugum ferax & aptum pecori reddiderint; patientiſ- 
1 Limos eos laboris & inediæ, à litibus abhorrentes, 
| 2 erga egenos munificos, tributa principi & ſua jura 
| ominis ſeduld & ſumma fide pendere ; Dei cultum 

« affiduis precibus & morum innocentiam pre ſe ferre, 


ic ceterum rarò divorum templa adire, niſi i quando 
« ad vicina ſais finibus oppida mercandi aut negotio- 


s rum cauſa divertant ; quò fi quandoque pedem in- 
t ferant, non dei, divorumque ſtatuis advolvi, neo c- 
0 reos eis aut donaria * non ſacerdotes ab 


upwards of three hundred years in theſe moun- . 
by dim of incredible induſtry. "Their reer | 
— atb4s hue ſtate of innocent 
ibuted to the primitive ages of 
F The neighbouring cities were no 
otherwiſe known to them than as markets for the _ 
fruits of their induſtry. They were entirely ig - 
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Dubourg, and at length the maſſacre of Vaſy, 
called aloud for the Petrſecuted to arm in theit 
own defence; their number being increaſed by 


the light of the burtiing faggots, and under the 
OY" e of _ executioner. "Revenge | 


t eis 5 ut pro e, aut eee 9 rem 


00 divinam faciant, non crute frontem inſignifi uti alio- 


© rum moris eſt : chm ccelum intonat non ſe luſtrali 
« aqua aſpergere, ſed ſublatis in cœlum oculis dei 


. opem im plorare; ; non religionis ergo peregrè profi- 
«© ciſci, non per vias antè crucium ſimulacra caput ape- 
2 Hire; facra allo ritu, & populart lingua celebrare; 


* non n Pontifiei aut Epiſcopis honorem deferre, 
« ſe&-quoſdam_ è ſuo numero delectos pro antiſtitibus 


& doctoribus habere. Fg = ad Francifcum relata 
« VI. Eid. feb. aun W | 
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noqntry Beleng6d, now Mick bent with the dead 


bodies of the inhabitants, applied for reparation to 
Henty II. who referred her ſuit to the parliament of 


Paris. The advocate- general of Provence, named 


Gutrin, vile of the principal perſons concerned in chis 
maſfacre, was, Fw the only Perſon condemned 
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and fury deten took place of humility FE 
| patience, while the irritated ſufferers imitated the 


rruelties of their enemies. Nine ſucceſſtye civil £ 
wars beftrewed all France with blood and car- 


nage, till at length a peace, more fatal than any 


of the wars, brought on the horrid maſſacre of 1 
St. Bartholomew ; an event unparalleled in the 
I n of the wickedneſs of mankind. 
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ks the hands of a Jacobin friar, and by a mon- 
ter that had been a Feuillant. There are people 
who pretend that humanity, toleration and liber- 
ty of conſcience, are horrible things; but have 


they ever really been productive of calamities 
comparable to theſe * 5 
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| 5 ous z and by what People. it has been ad 


30 ME häte ald kk, is [TY wich A 
pate nal indulgence to bur mütäken ro-. 


ths who Pray ts God in bad” French, Woilfa 
be to put arts into their Haßds, and Excite 


| them to renew the battle of Jarnac, * 


5 - Dteut and St. Dennis. 1 
vill not lte pon ine t6 lay this will Happen, 4 


10 not pretend to be 4 proßliet: but it Ypptars 


to me very bad logic, t6 treaſon thus, * Theſe 
er people bave riſen up m arts When they have 


4 been illtreäted and öppreffed, therefore the 
„ Will riſe up in arms when they arc wel treated 


« and encouraged,” | 


151 SHALL here a the liberty to call upon thoſe 
who are at the head of miniſterial affairs, or may 
be deſtined to diſcharge the offices of govern- 
ment, to examine maturely, whether clemency 
and moderation are likely to be productive of the 
ſame inſurrections and revolts, as perſecution 
and . Let them reflect whether what hath 

„„ N delves 


* 


- 


ths 1. | Retroious mY oLERATION. 


Wie happened under certain *eltcarifiiices; 
Is likely to happen again under others totally dif- 
ferent. Let them reflect that neither the times, 
nor che opinions and manners of mankind re- 


main 1 on fame. 1 


| Tut e 5 have vichoot Goobe been ihe 
4 toxicated with fanaticiſm, and have dipt their 
"hands in blood as well as we : but is the preſent 
generation ſo barbarous as their anceſtors ? Hath 
not time, good ſenſe, well-written books, and 
ſocial complacence, reached thoſe who have the 
direction of the minds of theſe people? Nay, 


do we not perceive a change over the face of all 
Europe within theſe fifty years paſt ? 


Tax hands of government are every where 
ſtrengthened, while manners have grown every 


where more gentle and humane. | Beſides this, 


the general police of nations, maintained by nu- 
merous armies conſtantly kept up, remove all 


apprehenſion of ſeeing again thoſe times of anar- 
chy and confuſion, wherein Calviniſt fought a- 
gainſt Catholic, both raw and undiſciplined pe- 


 fants, trained only to war between ſeed time and | 


harveſt. e 
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oh Taza7iSE on Chap. IV. ; 
Naw. times new manners. It would be moſt 
abſurd now to decimate che Sorbonne, becauſe | 
that college once preferred a petition for burning 
the Maid of Orleans, or becauſe it declared that 
Henry III. had forfeited his right to the crown, 
or becauſe it excommunicated and proſcribed 
Henry IV. As little ought it doubtleſs to be 
enquiĩred what other ſocieties in the kingdom 
committed the like exceſſes in the ſame times of 
fanatic phrenzy: this would not only be unjuſt, 
but would be as abſurd as it would be to lay all 
.the inhabitants of Marſeilles under a courſe of 
phyſic, becauſe .that GN was viſited with the 
| plague i in the _ 8 
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| Date we now g0 and ack the city of Rome, 

as the troops of Charles the Fifth once did, be- 
cauſe Sixtus Quintus, in the year 1585, granted 

a a nine years indulgence to all the F renchmen who 
took up arms againſt their ſovereign ? Is it not 
amply ſufficient that Rome is prevented from 
proceeding to the like extremities The the fu- 
ture? 
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7 Chap, Tv. Rzt1o1ous TouznaTiON. 
| -F 


gion miſunderſtood, hath been the occaſion of 


| ſpilling as much blood, and productive of as 
many diſaſters i in Germany, England and Hol- 


land as in France: at preſent, however, differ- ; 


ent religions cauſe no diſturbance 1 in thoſe coun- 
1 tries; Jews, Catholics, Greeks, Lutherans, Cal- 
viniſts, Anabap: iſte, Socinians, Memnoniſts, Mo- 
ravians, and many others, all live together as 


brethren, and contribute equally to the good of 


| n, 


Tv Holland they ; are no: longer. under appre- 
henſions that the diſputes of a Gomar * on Pre- 
deſtination may coſt their penſionary his head. 
At London they are no longer afraid that the 
idle quarrels of the preſbyterians and the eſtab- 


liſhed church, about the liturgy and wearing ſur- N 


oe! e 8 a king n 0 the ſcaf- 


* Francis Gomar was a ER We a and maine 
tained, in oppoſition to Arminius his colleague, that 
God had deſtined, from all eternity, the greater part 
of mankind to burn for ever in hell: this infernal te- 
net was ſupported as indeed became it, by perſecution. 
The grand penſionary Barneveldt, who was of the op- 
poſite party to Gomar, was beheaded, at the age of 
72 years, the 13th of May, 1619, for having diftyrbed 
as much as Po ible the church of Chriſt. | 
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A Turarie on 5 | Chap. W. 


n 2 1 - 
fold +. Ireland, become 5 and rich, 
es no more her popiſh inhabitants ſacrificing, 


to God for two whole months together their pro: 


teſtant neighbours; 3 burying them alive ; 3. .gib-" 
beting up: mothers and daughters to periſh, toge- 


ther; ripping. up the wombs of the pregnant, 


and giving their embrio-infants to dogs; putting 


dnggers into the hands of theit priſoners, and then 
forcing them t to ſtab their wives, fathers, mothers 


+ A CERTAIN e in his apology * the re- 


vocation of the edict of Nantes, ſpeaking of England, 
makes uſe of the following words: A falſe. religion 
c muſt nereſſarily produce ſuch fruit : there remains 


«© but one more, which theſe iſlanders are now 


gathering, viz. the contempt of other nations.“ 
That author hath ſadly miſtaken his time, to ſay that 


the Engliſh are deſpifed by other nations. It doth not 
ſeem to me very prudent, when a nation is ſignalizing 
itſelf for its bravery and generoſity, when it is victo- 
rious in all parts of the world, to affirm it to be either 

deſpiſed or deſpicable. The above ſingular paſſage is 
to be found in the author's chapter on perſecution; 
but it behoves thoſe who preach up intolerance to write 


thus ibſurdly. The author of this abominable book 


could certainly have no miſſion ; for what paſtor could 
attempt to Jultify the maſſacre of St. Bartholomey 2 
One would imagine that a book full of ſuch ſhocking 
paradoxes ſhould be in the hands of the whole world, 
were it only on account of its ee ks 0 $6516 5 
voy known. 55 1 
and | 


— 


- 


ce Tv: \Retioious roc xx Arion. 


and ba e Win / conceiving, by mak. 
ing them reciprocally parricides, to damn their 
ſouls while they deſtroyed their bodies. Yet 


| ſuch were the circumſtances of the Iriſh maſ- 


* 185 n 


facre, as I related by. Rapin de T hoyras, an Iriſh 
officer, and almoſt qpntemporary :, indeed all the 
1 annals and hiſtories of Eggland early agree in 


7% SS @F%.# 


5 n never be imitated. "Philoſophy, philoſophy 


- alone, the ſiſter of religion, hath diſarmed thoſe 


+ 25 2 TY 


hands which ſuperſtition | had ſo long embrued i in 
hot in Phe mean time, the human mind, 


recovered from its intoxication, is aſtoniſhed at 


7 thoſe exceſſes i into wr Ae hath eee 
| betrayed it. 


WI have ourſelves | in $i rance an opulent pro- 
vince, where the Lutheran religion prevails over 
the Roman Cathol ie. "The univerſity of Alſace 
is in the hands of the Lutherans ; who fill up 
alſo ſeveral of the civil offices in that province. 


Not the leaſt quarrel « on a religious account hath 
diſturbed the repoſe of this Province, ſince it 


hath been annexed to the crown of France. The 


reaſon of it is evident, here no perſon is perſe- 
cuted: Seek not, ye rulers, to confine and en- 
| D 4 ſlave 
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dave the hearts of the Props wa jhey will 1. 
{I ways be yours. 1 
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| No that I peng to 1 chat fuch — a 
are of a different religion from their prince, ought 
10 partake of the places and honours of thoſe. 

who profeſs the religion by law eſtabliſhed... In 

1 England the Roman Catholics, who are looked | 

upon. in general as attached to the party of the ts 
pretender, cannot be inveſted with ciyil employ- 
ments; they are even ſubjected to the payment 

of. double taxes; but in other reſpedts enjoy all 
rhe priyileges of citizens. 


OR 


Some of our ' biſhops have been fulpefted of : 
thinking it incompatible with their honour or in- 
tereſt to have Calviniſts in their dioceſe ; and this | 
is thought by ſome the greateſt obſtacle. to tolera: 
tion in France. For my part, I Lam of another opi- 
pion. Almoſt all our biſhops are deſcended from 
families of diſtinction, who think and act with a 
liberality of ſentiment worthy their rank and de- 
{cent ; hence, we muſt do them the juſtice 
t. ſay. they are for the moſt part generous and 
* : ar table. They will certainly reflect that their 
gigcelans, if grſyen away by perſecution, will 
Fas | hardly 


Chap. IV. * Rzuioiovs, Towrdarion. 


| hardly, be converted in the foreigr 
which they may fly for refuge; that, on the 
other hand, they may poſſibly be enlightened: by 


the inſt ructions, and edified by the examples of 


their own country paſtors ; that while there 


would be ſome honour in effecting. their conver- 


ſion, their temporalities would not be diminiſhed 
. by their ſtay, but that the greater number of in- 


habitants there are in any ſee, the greater muſt be 


» 


oy revenues of the biſhop. 


A = R TAN 1 in 8 1 bad engaged 
| an Anabapriſt as his farmer, and employed a Soci- 


nian as his receiver, was once ſolicited to diſmiſs 
and proſecute the one, becauſe he did not believe i in 
| conſubſtantiation, and the other, becauſe he would 


not baptize his ſon till he ſhould be fifteen years 


of age. This prudent prelate, however, replied 
to theſe ſolicitations, by ſaying, that the people 
in queſtion would be eternally damned in the 
next world, but that they were uſeful to him in 
this. 3 | | 5 
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Lzr us take a view beyond our © European 
ſphere, and examine into the ſtate of the reſt of 
; the, plots, The gong Seignor . very 
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peaceably twenty variout nations f netert te? 
ligions : no leſs than 200000 Grecks live in ſe- 
ait at Conſtantinople; a patriarch of the La- 


tin church is permitted to reſide there, and the 


255 3 himſelf nominates and preſents to the em⸗ 
1 the patriarch of the Greeks. The Sultan 


nts the Latin biſhops for ſome of the 
Greek lands, in A formule to the following im- 
command him | to go 2 and reſide as bi- 
« ſhop in that iſland, agreeable to its ancient 


4 cuſtoms and idle ceremonies,” The Turkiſh, 


empire is filled with Jacobins, Neſtgrians, Chriſ- | 
tians of St. John, Jews, Gebers, Banyans, and 


various others; and yet their annals make no 
mention of any revolt excited by. the toleration 


of = theſe different TOON 


© Go into 3 India, Perfia or Fry" and you 
Vill there find the ſame religious toleration and 


civil tranquillity. Peter the Great counten: 
every kind of religious. worſhip throughout his 


extenſive empire, in conſequence of which com- 


merce and agriculture fourihaq, nor did the bo- 
dy politic ſuffer. „ N ND 


chu, Rxta01008 TorznarION. 

\ mm as Chineſe government hath adopted, during 
che four thouſand: years it hath been known to 
Europe, no other religious worſhip than that 

of the Noachides; viz. the fimple adoration of 


one ſupreme God; it tolerates nevertheleſs the 


ſuperſtitions of Fo, and ſuch a multitude - of 
Bones, as would be dangerous, if the wiſdom 
of the legiſlature had not e confined them 


* due bounds. Pet 


bn is true that ah 1 emperor Yont- 


Chin, the moſt ſagacious and magnanimous 
prince that ever governed that nation, expelled 
the Jeſuits his dominions ; but this was not be- 
cauſe he was intolerant, but, on the contrary, 
becauſe they were ſo. They even relate them- 
ſelves, in their Leures curiciſes, the very words 
of this good prince : © I know,” ſaid he to theſe 


fathers, < that your religion is intolerant; I know 


e what you have done at the Manillas and at Ja- 
t pan; you have deceived my father, but don't 
5s fatter yourſelves you can deceive me.” Let 


any one peruſe the whole of the diſcourſe ad- 
dreſſed by this monarch to the-Jeſuits, and he 


will perceive that he was one of the moſt pru- 


dent and humane of princes, It would, indeed, 
_. „ 


43 


„ 


r 


25 
9 
84 
27 


4.3 % 


n 7 
FA SIXTY 


Ns Ran LOSSY, Yay 


N 
— 


e 
- 


Wee 


2 


n 


r 


r 2 
e 


4, at 
PR» LS 


_ 
. 


20 

142 
* x 
DOT 
N 1 
& 2 
14 
e 

E WEIS 
GED 
. 30 + as 
1% 
2 5 
4 2% 
4 4 
n 

7- 8 
* Q f 
1 
3 r 
g © 
FI 

5 — IP 

IM 
$f a8 
i be 
8 7 

1% 
+. hd 

44 
"45 
48 # 
by 
6 4% 
pv, 

2 d % 
. 
at 6 , — 
* þ K 
* * 8 
ow 9 

"248 
5 2 

* my - 

we * { 

*. 

we 3 
41 

©* 

n 

* 

* 

> 
* 

* 

* 

. 
5 

.+« i 

x 

424 

1 
5 
N, 
. 

1% 

1 } 
ry hag. 

* 

4 

4 1 

a6 

wy 

12 

E 
2 
is 

I. 

"4; 
F3*% # 
1 

—4 

\ 
7% 
8 
ö 
=. 
e 
FP) 

„ 

75 
% 7 * 
— bo » 

i 
„ 

Pr, 4 

265.98 

4 

/ 
"I * 
uh 

* 
* 

1 

* 

it] 
N 2 

U 

* 
14 
1 k 
nr 
v . 
»* of 

"* 

Nb. 
4 
45, 

1 2 
. 
1 
* 

148 

FF 4 
2 N 
— 3 : 
# þ 

I N 

2 
oF 

T 
1 
Un 

1 . 
+ 

* 

9 
1 

LI 


— 7 „ 
* = 5 — 11 2 . Is . * 2 * * 
ccc 


rr ˙ oof A 208 I 
L 


on . * - 
+ ab _— Sb FR 8 


2 ti 
2 


have b 


20 1 TazaATE on” +7. Cie 10. 4 


n impolitic i in the higheſt a for him 
to retain a parcel of European philoſophers, who 
under the pretext of exhibiting thermome 
and eclipſes, for the amuſement of the court, 3 
had already made away with a prince of the 


blood. royal. What then would not this emperor | 


have reaſon” to have ſaid, had he read our hiſto- 
ries; had he known any thing of the horrid 
tranſactions of the league, and: our religious” 
gun- pv pore. | 


In was mh 0 pion to "dis brad & the 


_ indecent quarrels ſubſiſting between the various 
orders of Jeſuits, Dominicans, Capuchins and 


ſecular prieſts, ſent from the other end of the 
world, to convert his ſubjects: they came thither, 


as meſſengers of truth and peace, reciprocally 


anathematizing each other. This emperor, there · 


fore, ſent theſe foreign diſturbers home again to. 


Europe: But with what civility did he not do 
this? What paternal care did he not take to pro- 
vide for their voyage, and prevent their being 
inſulted in their route? Even their baniſnment 


itſelf was a moſt A. e of toleration | 
and humanity. 


af 


TRE 


Chap. IV. RETIoious Tor RAT Ton. 


_ TH E Japoneſe were formerly the moſt tolerat- 
ing of all mankind ;; no leſs than twelve peaceful 
religions being eſtabliſhed in their empire, when 
the Jeſuits brought a thirteenth from Europe: 
But no ſooner did the latter take upon them to 


ſuppreſs and perſecute all the reſt, than a civil 


war enſued, not leſs terrible than thoſe of the 
league, and made their country the ſeat of deſo- 

lation. The Chriſtian: religion at length being 
. drowned. in the blood of its profeſſors, the Ja- 


poneſe ſhut up their empire from the reſt of the 
world; regarding us as a parcel of wild beaſts, 
like to thoſe which the Engliſh in like manner 


extirpated from their iſland. This reſolution 


and notion they retain alſo with amazing inflexi- 
bility; it having proved in vain that Colbert, 
perceiving the utility of a commerce with the 


Japoneſe, who had no need of any with us, en- 


deavoured to renew a communication with that 


empire. 


Tuvus the example of all nations in Europe 
and Aſia may ſerve to ſhew that government 


ought not to avow or countenance religious per- 
ſecution. . | 
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e a ee the other hemiſphere, we 
hall there ſee the province of Carolina, of which 
the celebrated Locke was the ſapacious legiſlator 

and where every father of a family conſiſting of 
ſeren perſons, is permitted to model and practiſe 


a religious worſhip agretable to his own choice, 


with the concurrence of his houſhold. ' And yet 
this liberty hath never been productive of any 


_ diſturbance. God forbid that I ſhould be ſup. 


poſed to bite this example, in order to induce 
private families to deviſe particular modes of 
worſhip ; T only cite it, to ſhew that religious to- 
ge carried even to the greateſt lengths, hath 

e Ween attended with Thi UW * * 


* 


» 
4 
| « n 4 + + 5 85 U 
* . | 2 N 
oy 6 "3s 
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; © 4 
6 
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* 


pier * ſhall we ap of tho nite 1 


mitives, deridingly called Quakers, who, * 
ſtanding their adoption of a few ridiculous cuſ- 


toms, have been ever ſo remarkably virtuous, | 


and have in vain ſet the example of peace to 
-mankind ? There are about an hundred thouſand 
of theſe people in Penſylvania ; an happy coun- 
try, where diſcord and controverſy are unknown; 
the very name of their capital, Philadelphia, re- 
| minding us that mankind are all brothers, while 


Chap. Iv. Wees T's ar 


it affords: an example for imitation, a3 It ls oY 


— 4 to rhe} pron thar a ne to to- 


. „5 


80 0 Prat ah aha heed ar 
o A cyl war; while, on the contrary, perfe- 


evtio jon hath covered the earth with blood and 


| carnage.. Let any one judge then of theſe two 


rivals z between the mother Who is ready to deſtroy 


N ber eh. und her who is villing « to "Rug with i it 


in order to ave | its life. 


Ir is to be e I F Hick of len 


here only in a political ſenſe, and, with all due 


deference to theologiſts, as it regards the civil in- 


tereſts of ſociety. At the ſame time, I hope 


every impartial reader will weigh the truths here 


laid down; correcting and extending them as he 


ſees fit. Attentive readers, who compare notes 


together, will always go farther than it T0 be 


proper for an author * 


* M. de la Bourdonnaie, 1 of Rouen, 8 
that the manufactory of hats at Caudebec and Neufcha- 
tel is greatly decayed, on account of the expatriation of 
the Huguendts.— Mr. Foucaut, intendant of Caen, ſays, 
due e trade and commerce of that . is not half 
what 
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what it 20 to be. . de Maupeou,; intendant 

Poitiers, tells us that the manufactory of n 
entirely aboliſhed, —M, de Bezons, intendant of Bour- 
deaux, complains that there is hardly any of the trade 


carried on at Clerac and Nerac as uſed to be.—M..de 
Miromenil, intendant of Touraine, tells us, in like 


manner, that the commerce of Tours is diminiſſed 
above ten millions of livres a year; and all this on ac- 
count of religious perſecution. See the memoirs of 


the intendants in 1698. Add to this, What is ſtill of 


greater conſideration than all the reſt, the great num- 
ber of officers both of land and ſea, as well as ſoldiers 
and failors, that are obliged to ſerve the enemies of 


France; and judge whether religious perſecution hath 
not been 3 to the Cana 5 
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* | knows that his intereſt conſiſts in the multitude 


rs of his ſubjects, and his glory in their happineſs, 
of may deign to caſt his eyes over this crude and 


imperfect work; the defects of which his own 


abilities will ſupply: in which caſe, he will na- 


turally ſay to himſelf, What riſk can I run, in 


s ſeeing my lands well cultivated and inhabited 


1 * by more numerous labourers, in ſeeing my 
revenues augmented, and my ſtares rendered 
Be more e | 


Gr had Na been to ths Po x de- 
ſert, beftrewed with the bones of Roman Caths- 
lies, Remonſtrants, Evangeliſts and Anabaptiſts, 


maſſacred by each other, had not the peace of 
Weſtphalia at length eſtabliſhed a general liber- 


R : ty of conſcience | in the "_ 


A 


4 rited and. enlightened. miniſter, ſome hu- 
ai and provident prelate, or ſome prince who 
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v9 24 Taxavion, on. hap, V 
VVV W ITY in France Jews at 3 Ws 
| Metz and at Alſace; we have alſo in other pla- 
| _ ces, Lutherans, Moliniſts and Janſeniſts; where- 
ſore cannot wWe then permit and bear with Cal- 
=, : viniſts on nearly the ſame conditions as the Ro- ! 
| man Catholics are tolerated at London? The 
greater variety of ſectaries there are, the leſs each 
becomes dangerous: their multiplicity diminiſhes 
their power, while all are confined within the pru- 
53 delent boundaries of the laws, which prohibit tu- 
1 multuous aſſemblies, riots and ſeditions, by the 
ST _ - and. due exertion. 20h; their reſtrictive 
W — that Pb are many heads of fami- 
* that have raiſed conſiderable fortunes i in fo- 
reign parts, and are deſirous of returning to 
their native country. Theſe reſpectable perſons 
require only the protection allowed by the laws of 
ö nature, viz. the confirmation of their marriages, 
+ the ſecurity of their perſons, and of the right of 
| their children to inherit the ſubſtance. of their 
fathers; they deſire no public temples, civil 
. honours and emoluments. | Theſe are refuſed to 
the Catholics as well in London as in many other 
. proteſtant countries. The. toleration we contend. 
Z W | for, 


d . Rkeiieious Totenation: 


for, doth not extend to the granting immenſe 
*privileges, and Places of ſecurity to a rebellious 


| faction, but only. to the permitting a quiet peo- | 

| ple to live at peace, to the ſoftening of the ri⸗- 
1 gorous edicts once iſſued | againſt chem, and which 2 

| are now become unneceſſary. b'F is not for us to 


Point out to the miniſtry what to do in this caſe; 


3 but only to implore their compaſſion for the u un⸗ 


| fortunate, | 


5 £ 
3 1 g >» 4 8 : YL, 


+ 


"How many ae RVs not be 15 out 


a 55 make them uſeful, and, to prevent their being 7 


ever dangerous to the ſtate | The wiſdom of the 
miniſtry and council, ſupported by power, might 
eaſily adopt thoſe means; which her nations 
oe fo happily: employed. Wt 


Turzr 5 fanatics enough, it is s true; arhong 
the Catviniſts 3 but 1 it is certain there are many 
more among the Convuſſonaries. The frantic 
mob of St, Medard is regarded as nothing; and 
: that of the mad prophets is totally annihilated. 
The great ſtep towards diminiſhing the numbet 


of religious maniacs, that ſtill remain, is to ſubs. 
mit this malady of the mind entirely to the regi- 


men of reaſon, which, however ſlowly; moſt in- 
5 E 1 : ” bali 
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andy eightens akin.” RY diftates. 5 5 
reaſon are mild and humane; "while they inſpire By, 
Indulgence, ftifle diſcord,” confirm the habits of 
| virtue, and render « obedience”to the laws more 
"amiable than their forts renders them coercive. 
Add to this, that we cannot. but feel the force of 
the ridicule, 1 in which all ſenſible people, at this ; 
time of day, hold the wild effects of enthuſiaſm, | 
This ridicule is a powerful barrier againſt the ex- 
| travagancies of all ſectaries. The times paſt are 
bd us as F fin 7 had x never. r been ; we Thovld, 
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WU which the world hath We attained. * 
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Tus lies eg eee was: judged expedient 
to enact laws againſt thoſe who ſThould' teach any 
doctrines contrary to thecategories of Ariſtotle, to 

nature's abhorrence of a vacuum, to inetaphyſical 
quiddities, and the whole of a paft of the thing. 
Wee have ſtill in different parts of Europe above 
un hündred volumes of juriſptudence, on the 
"beet of ſorcery, and on the methods of diſtin- g 


guiſhing true conjurers from falſe,” The cuſtom. 8 


Tho 
* 
\ 
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q © 


of excommubiciting graſhoppers, and other in- 5 


fects hurtful to the grain, was once very com- 
mon, 1 tie form of” it Hubſiſting at this day in ſe- 


veral 


\ 7 


. 


che "3 | Ruxrgjous Forunavion: 


veral rituale; the practice itſelf, however, is * p 


totally aboliſhed, and Ariſtotle reſts in peace, to- 
| - gether with the wizzards and graſhoppers. In- 


1 ſtances of theſe grave and heretofore important 


abſurdities are innumerable z Others have again 


1 from time to time ariſen, have had their day, 
and been annihilated. Hence, ſhould any one, 


oy at this time, take it into his head to be 


' Carpocratian, an Eutichian, a Monothelite, 
| Monophiſite, Neſtorian, or Manichean, what 
would be the conſequence ? He would be laugh- 
e at, as equa 


ly ridiculous with a modern fine 


| lady who ſhould go to court in the aud dreſs 


of a ruff and | farchingale. . 

Taz eyes of the e nation | beans to be 
opened, when the Jeſuits Le Teller and Doucin 
fabricated the bull Unigenitus, and ſent it to 
Rome: theſe fathers injagined they lived-ſtiil in 
. thoſe times of i ignorance when the people adopt- 


ed without examination the moſt abſurd and ex- 


trayagant aſſertions. They ventured even 


condemn a propoſition the moſt univerſally true 
in all times and under all circumſtances, viz. that 
the fear of an unjuſt excommunication ought not 
* fo de Us 8 2 our duty. This was to con- 
E3 demn | 
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to mankind that God Almighty commands them 


who were perſuaded i into the notion of the bull's 


being neceſſary and agreeable to the ſenſe of the 


nation. It was accordingly ſigned, ſealed and 


_ diſpatched the conſequences of which are well 
known; nor is there any doubt, had they been 
foreſeen, that the terms of the bull would have 


been ſoftened. The quarrels it produced ran 


. high, but the prudence and Wy; of the King 
at hers. af appeaſed them, 


Tux caſe hath W the ſame Suh . to 


many « of theſe points, on which the proteſtants 


. and we are divided. T here are ſome of no man- 
ner of conſequence: others indeed are more ſe- 


rious: the rage of diſputation i is ſo diminiſhed, 
that the proteſtants themſelves no longer c canvaſs 
pony of controverſy i in the pulpit. 
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Clap, . 8 
ſon, ke very "EM 
| liberties of the Gallican church, and the foun: 
4 dations of all morality : it was in effekt declaring 


not to do their duty, when they are apprehenſive 
of being 1 treated with injuſtice. Never was there 
ſo great an outrage committed againſt common- 5 
ſenſe ; and yet it paſſed i in the court of Rome, | 


Chap. p. V. Rxrrorous Tor zRATIox. 


Wr may look upon theſe times of diſguſt, 
ſatiety, or rather common-ſenſe, as a promiſing 
ra of public tranquillity. Religious contro- 


its criſis; the nations that are cured of it, re- 
quiring nothing more than a mild regimen to 
inſure their recovery. In a word, the good of 
the ſtate requires that its fugitive children ſhould 


be permitted to return peaceably home to the 
houſe of their father ; humanity demands. it, 


"reaſon adviſes it, nor hatli true policy one ſolid 


objection to offer nd it. 
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; White — be confitent with the lows 7 


eee, and rights of * 


fally points out to all mankind. _ You 
th brought up your ſon, who owes you 3 


due reſpect as his father, and gratitude as his be- 
nefactor. Tou have à right to the produce of 


the land you have cultivated with your own 
hands; you reciprocally give a 
wike which ought t to be kept, 


nd receive pro- 


- 


Tu HE n of ii are in all caſes bad: = 


| ea on the laws of nature, the great and univer- 
ſil principle, both of one and the other, bins 3 


this, Do nothing to others which you would not have 
them do to you. Now I cannot ſee How, on this 


Principle, one man is authorized to ſay to ano- 
ther, Believe what I believe, and what you can- 


vor, or you ſhall be put to death. And yet this is 


ſaid in direct terms in Portugal, Spain, and at 


Goa. In ſome other countries indeed, they nom 


content themſelves with ſaying only, Believe as 1 


65 or 1 1 foal hate Ho and will do you all the miſe. 


cb 


Ree law is that which nature yoiver- 5 


T Chap. vn RLIG vous Tor zn ATron. 
chief in my power. What an impious monſter thou - 


ar Not to be of, my religion ii to be of none. You © 
ought to be held in abborrence by your neighbours, 


. oof e and 9 all mankind. 


1 W ſuch e e by th ha wall 
; bumgoity, the Japoneſe might- lawfully deteſt 
their neighbouring inhabitants of China; theſe * 
in turn might hold the natives of Siam in exe- 
cration 3 while theſe again with equal fury might 
perſecute the Indians. A ſubject of the Mogul 
might pluck out the heart of the firſt Malabarian 
he met: the Malabarians might maſſacre the 
Perſians, the Perſians the Turks, and all toge - 


ther unite to fall upon the Chriſtians, who have 


fo long been cutting the throats of each other n 
the like pretext. 


8 Tax 1 of perſecution is therefore abſurd. 
and barbarous ; it is the right of tygers, tho* ſo 
much the more horrid, as the tygers have a plea 

of hunger, and devour men with a view to make 

them a prey ; 3 while men deſtroy each other for 
the ſake of mere problems. 2 
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vun perſecution was brown 10 the Gretls. 7 


= 


HE ancient nations, of whom hiſtory gives 
1 us ſome imperfect account, always regard- = 
ed their different religions as ſo many links in the 
24 common chain that united them to each other: it 
was a bond of aſſociation among mankind, At 
the ſame time, there exiſted.a kind of hoſpitality 
among their deities, as well as among themſelves. 
If a ſtranger arrived at any town or city, the firſt 
thing he did was to pay his adorations to the 
gods of the country ; nay they never failed a- 
doring even the gods of their enemies: thus the 
Trojans addreſſed their prayers to the gods who 
were 1 © to fight on the fide of the - 


| 


* 


ALEXANDER ven to the arte of Lybia to . 
| conſult the God Ammon, to whom the Greeks 
gave the name of Zeus, and the Latins of Jups- 
ter, notwithſtanding the one and the other had 
their native Zeus and Jupiter at their reſpectiye a 
homes. In beſieging a town, the aſſailants open- 
ed the ſiege with offering up ſacrifices and pray- 
ers to its gods, in order to render them propitious 


wry, 


| Ehap. vi. Reviciovs Do IO 


to their arms. Thus, even amidſt the horrors 
of war, religion reunited mankind, and ſome- 
times mitigated their fury, when they were ne- 
ceſſarily engaged in the execution of inhuman ; 
and barbarous actions. 1 | 
11 MAY x poſibl be miſtaken ; hacks it appears te to 
me that of all the ancient civilized nations, there 
Was not one that laid any reſtraint on the privi-. 
lege of thinking. They had all a religion; but 
it ſeems to me they made the ſame uſe of it with 
regard to men as with reſpe& to their deities, 
Fhey all acknowledged a ſupreme God, but af- 
ſociated with him a multiplicity of inferior dei- 
ties; they had but one form of worſhip, but 


they admitted of a TRY of RR Fx 
8 


| 


5 Tut Greeks, for example, altho' a religious 
people, were not offended that the Epicureans 


denied the exiſtence of the ſoul and providence: 


not to ſpeak of à number of other ſects, who 
entertained opinions derogatory from the honour 
of a ſupreme Creator, and which were e neverche- | 
_ kfsall ſeveral ly . 
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„  SoenarEa who e . ere "ppl 
EOS Eo knowledge of a {ſupreme Creator, is ſaid, indeed, . 
to have died a martyr to the unity. of God; 
and was the only perſon the Greeks ever put to 
death for his religious opinions. But ſuppoſing 
: ttzsis was really the cauſe of his condemnation, ' 
_— it lends but little credit to that of perſecu- 
1 4 tion, ſeeing nobody was puniſhed but him who 
| only gaye glory to God, and thoſe were reſpect- 
ed who entertained the moſt unworthy notions of 
the deity. The enemies of toleration ſhould not, 
in my opinion, avail themſelves of the odious 
ee exampleof thoſe infamous Judges who gone 
5 * Senates. 
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JJ 
td o a powerful and furious party formed againſt 
him, He had made irreconcileable enemies of 
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| the ſophiſts, orators and poets, who taught in 
. the ſchools, as alſo of all the private preceptors 
} of young perſons of diſtinction. He even con- 
3 feſſes himſelf, in the diſcourſe given an account 
«it of by Plato, that he went officiouſly from houſe 


* - 
— 2 


to houſe, to prove to theſe gentlemen that * 
were blockheads; a conduct not ſo prudential 

25 one * have * in one whom the 
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| = Pronounced” as the” wilelt off men. . 
prieft, and one of the council of 500, were let 


looſe'oh him, and became is accuſets: 1 muſt 


confeſs, however, 1 do not preciſely know whit 
they accuſed him of, as T chink his apology very 


5 vague and indeterminate. All I can pick out, is, X 


that they charged kim in general terms, with 1 in- 
ſtilling into the minds of the Athenian youth per- 


nicious maxims againſt religion. and government. ' 
This imputation, however, is, even in our 


times, common with all calumniators. Before 2 a 


tribunal, however, it muſt have been neceſſary 
to produce. averred facts, and to exhibit preciſe 

and circumſtantial articles of accuſation. We 
are not furniſhed with theſe, in our accounts of 


| the proceedings againſt Socrates ; we are only 5 
informed that he had at firſt 220 voices for him. 


The tribunal of 500 then apparently included 


220 philoſophers, ; a greater proportion than will 


probably be found i in any modern court of Judi- 
cature whatever. At length the plurality Were 
for putting him to death: at the fame time, 
5 however, let i it be remembered that the Atheni- 


ans, on ſober reflection, held both his accuſers | 


81 | judges in dereſtation 3 that Melitus, who 
had 
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. | | had the ge; hand i in hs. the ſentence, 


Was himſelf condemned. to death ; 5 that the other 

1 judges v were baniſhed, and a temple erected in ho = 
nour of the philoſopher, who had thus fallen a 

victim to injuſtice and the rage of party. Never i 

was the cauſe of philoſophy ſo completely or ſo 

honourably. revenged. The example. of Socra- 
tes is indeed one of dhe moſt convincing argu- | 

ments that can be brought againſt. perſecutiono 

| The Athenians even erected an altar to the ſtrange | 


Z Gods, to Gods they could not know. Can there 


be a greater proof than this, of their indulgence 
for all nations, and at the ſame time of 85 
For their x modes of religious worſhip ? 3 


| F., 
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"x Mrouty votthy man, "neither an ene- 

; my to reaſon, t to literature, to morality, or to 
his country, undertook. lately to Juſtify the feaſt 
of St. Bartholomew ; to which end he exernplifies 


the war of the Phiocians, ſometimes called the holy 
_— 80 if that war had commenced on accourtt 


of religious worſhip of theological tenets ; where 
as the object of it was the diſputed pottion of 
à certain territory, the uſual cauſe of wars. 
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ol Go the ancient Romans you il not 
find that a ſingle perſon, even from the 

He of Romulus to that of the Chriſtians, was 

ever proſecuted for his religious ſentiments. Ci- 
cero was a ſceptic, and doubted of every thing; 
Lucretius was an infidel, and denied every thing; 
and yet they were not reproached in the leaſt on 
that account: nay ſo great was the licence of the 
Romans in this reſpect, that Pliny the naturaliſt 
begins his book by defying the exiſtence of a God, 
\ and ſaying that if there be one, it is the ſun. Cice- 
ro, in ſpeaking of art hell, ſays, Non eft anus tam ex- 
corsque credat : * There lives not an old woman 
4 ſo credulous as s to believe in its exiſtence.” To 
this Juvenal adds, Nec pueri credunt : % Nor do 
< even the children believe any thing of the 
4 matter.“ Even on the Roman theatre was it 
publicly ſung, Poſt mortem nibil eft, ipſaque mors 
nihil: “ There is nothing after death, nor is 
« death itſelf any thing.“ We cannot fail, it 
is true, of holding ſuch maxims in abhorrence 4 
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pardonable in a people unenlightened by the goſ- 


pelz be this, however, as it will, they are ſuffi- 
cient to prove that the Romans were a tolerating 


people, ſince they did not excite the leaſt diſturb · | 


_—_ in hid waved 


Tur le principle of the ſenate and pie 4 
orum offenſa diis cure'; It 
© belongs to the Gods to avenge the inſults of- 
This ſovereign people 
thought of nothing but how to conquer, govern 
and civilize the univerſe. They were our legiſla- 


of Rome was, Deorum 


40 fered to themſelves.“ 


tors as well as our conquerors: and yet Cæſar, 
who loaded us with chains, impoſed our laws 
and furniſhed our amuſements, never required 
us to forſake our Druids for him, althoꝰ the ſu- 
prove 7 5 of a e nation. 


vis true, the Romans did not profeſs or give 
the public ſanction to all kinds of religious wor- 
ſhip, but they permitted the exerciſe of all. 


They had no material object of worſhip under . 
Numa, no images, nor ſtatues. * They began to 
erect them, however, ſoon after, to the Gods 


* gentium, with which the Greeks had 
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0 dt them acquainted, , The law. of the. | 
oy a twelve tables, Deos peregrinos ne colunto, was re- 
| _ duced now only to the prohibition of worſhip- 
ping any other than the ſuperior and inferior di- | 
vinities approved by the ſenate. Iſis had a temple 
in Rome, till the time of Tiberius, who demo- 
liſhed it, when the prieſts of that temple, bribed 
by Mundus, permitted him to lie therein with : 
a woman named Paulina, under her ſuppoſition 
of his being the God Anubis. It is true that Jo- 
ſephus is the only hiſtorian who relates this tale; 
and he was neither contemporary, nor free from 
_ credulity and exaggeration. There is beſides but. 
little appearance that in times ſo enlightened. a. 
thoſe of Tiberius, a lady of. the firſt diſtinction 
could be ſo weak as to imagine | herſelf REFINE. . 
the favours of the God Anubis. 6 
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Bor 8 this anecdote bet true or falſe, it 
is certain that the Egyptian. ſuperſtition. had 
erected a temple at Rome with the conſent of the. 
public. The Jews carried on a commerce with 
Rome, at the times of the Punic war; and had 

their ſynagogues there in the days of Auguſtus, 

which they have almoſt always preſerved as well 
as in modern Rome. Need a greater example | 
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be given, that religious toleration was held by 
the Romans as one of the moſt facred and invio- 


5 | _ ROME the _ ow nations 36 


f 


| We are nai at 1 no deter As 
the Chriſtians appear at Rome, than they were 


perſecuted by thoſe very Romans who perſe- 


cuted nobody. It appears evident to me, how- 
_eyer, that this relation is not true: for which 1 
refer to the teſtimony of St. Paul himſelf. In 


the Acts of the Apoſtles “, we are informed, 


that Ic; Paul, being accuſed by the Jews, of en- 


deavouring to annul the law of Moſes, in favour 


of Jeſus Chriſt, it was propoſed to him by St. 
James, that he ſhould cauſe his head to be ſhaved, 
and go up and purify himſelf in the temple 
with four other Jews, that all may know that thoſe 
things whereof they were informed concerning thee 


are nothing, but that thou thyſelf alſo wor ar 


8 derly, and _ the law. 


perform the Jewifh ceremonies for ſeven days: 
bur before. the expiration of this term, he was 


a Aers of the Apoſites, clan 27, 42. 
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| er Jews of Ala; 3 * = by 
he worſhipped indiſcriminately in che temples 


both of the Jews and Gentiles, exclaimed loudly. 


at the profanation z when, ſeizing his perſon, 


and afterwards brought him to the tribunal of 


Feſtus; where the Jews, in great multitudes, re- 
quired him to be ſentenced to death. Feſtus, | 
however, anſwered them, by ſaying, II is not the 
manner of the Romans to deliver any man to die, be- 


fore be that is accuſed have his accuſers face to face, 


and have licence to anſwer for bimſelf ene 
the md. m * Ter | 


"us 3 is * 8 the more 6 
in in his Roman Magiſtrate, as he appears to have 
no manner of regard for Ste. Paul, but to hold 
him i in contempt z, deceived. by. the. falſe ſuggeſ- 
tions of human reaſon, he took him for a mad- 


man, and even told him ſo. in expreſs terms, 
multæ te litteræ ad inſaniam convertunt. F eſtus 


therefore was directed only by the equity of the 
Roman law, in affording his en to a 
ſtranger of no eſtimation. vw | 
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Hk k we ſee that the holy ſcripture itſelf de- 

clares that the Romans were no perſecutors, and 
chat in not being ſo they acted uprightly. It was 
not the Romans that perſecuted St. Paul, but 
the Jews. St. James, the brother of Jeſus, was 
ſtoned to death by order of a Jew, of the ſect 
of Sadducees; and not by that of a Roman. It 
was the Jews alone that ſtoned St. Stephen *, 
and when St. Paul took charge, i in the mean _ 
of the clothes of the executioners, he certainly 

c Sh not act hs Part of a Roman citizen. - 
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Tux W Chriſtians had, e doubt, 
no diſputes with the Romans; they had no other 
enemies than the Jews, from whom they now 
began to ſeparate themſelves : and it is well 
known what implacable hatred all ſeQaries bear 

Y to thoſe who ſeparate themſelves from their com- 
ny. n _ were frequent SN” in 


88 FS, ap the Took had loft ths Privilege of ang 
in judgment, and executing criminals, ever ſince the 
baniſhment of Archelaus, and the eſtabliſhment of the 
Roman government in Judea, as a province of the em 
pire; yet the Romans often winked at the zeal of the 
- Jews, and diſregarded their ſtoning to death, now and 
then, one of their own * for imaginary oy” 
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che J evil een at Rome, i is certain, Sue · 
tonius, in the life of Claudius, ſays, Judæos, im- 
.  pulſere Chriſto, offidu tumultuanies Roma expulit. 
He was miſtaken, indeed, in ſaying the tumults 
among the Jews were raiſed at the inſtigation of 
Send] he could not be very minutely inſtructed 
jn the cabals of ſo coptemptible a people as the 
Jews then were at Rome: he was not miſtakep, 
however, as to the occaſion of their quarrels. : 
Suetonius wrote in the reign of Adrian, in the 
ſecond century, even at which time the Chriſt- | 
ians were not diſtinguiſhed from the Jews, in the 
eyes of the Romans. The above paſſage of Sue. 
tonius proyes that the Romans were ſo far from 
oppreſſing the primitive Chriſtians, that they re- 
pPprehended the Jews for perſecuting them. The 
Romans wanted the ſynagogue to ſhew the ſame 
Indulgence to its diſſenting brethren, the Chriſt. 
janz, as the ſenate had ſhewn to it. The baniſhed 
Jews, returning afterwards, many of them were 
promoted, tho contrary to law, to high offices in 


che ſtate; as we learn from Dion Caſſius and Ulpi- 
an“. Is it poſſible char after the de of Je- b 


* Bis, qui FOE Bak ſuperfltionem Sequuntur anne 4. | 
tie iter miſerunt, et Ul * Tit, II. 95 


— 5 


+ 


: Chap. vill. Relicrous Torna a riob. 5 


ruſalem, t the Emperors ſhould be ſo laviſh ; in — 


ferring dignities and honours on the Jews, and 
that they ſhould perſecute, and cruelly deliver to 


the executioner and to wild beaſts, the perſons 
of thoſe Chriſtians, whom they looked i as 


1 A 18 of 288 e 


; 2 1 5 gn Nero perſecuted them moſt 
violently. Tacitus informs us, that they were 
accuſed of ſetting fire to the city of Rome, and 
were for that reaſon given up to the fury of the 


populace. But what had this to do with their 


ſyſtem of religion? Nothing ſurely ! We might 
as well ſay that the Chineſe, whom the Dutch 
maſſacred ſome years ago in the ſuburbs of Bata- 
via, were martyrs to their religion. Take what 
| pains we pleaſe to deceive ourſelves, it is impoſ- 
fible for us to impute to a ſpirit of religious 


perſecution the diſaſter which happened under 


Nero to a few unhappy mongrel-Jews and halt- 
Chriſtians f. | | 


+ TAcrrus "IE Quos per flagitia 3 vulgus 
Cbriſtianos appellabat, The name of Chriſtian could 


indeed be hardly known at Rome at that time. Taci- 


tus wrote in the reigns of Veſpaſian and Domitian ; 
and 121085 of Chriſtians as Wop were ſpoken of in his 
TE i a own 
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4 TREATISE en 2 | Chap, vit. 5 


own times. 1 will venture to ay that theſe words, 
adio humani generis convifti, may as well be conſtrued in 
the ſtile of Tacitus, canvicted of being the hatred of man- 

ind, as otheryiſe c. of hating mankind,” What, 
in fact, was the buſineſs of the primitive miſſionaries at 
Rome? They endeavoured to fave a few ſouls ; they 
taught the pureſt ſyſtem of morality; made no oppo- 
ſition to the civil power; their humility of mind was 
as great as that of their circumſtances and ſituation, 
hardly known and hardly ſeparated from the Jews, how _ 
could mankind, to whom they were ſtrangers, be ſaid 


to hate them? or how could _— be gong) 155 
| hating mankind ? e 


1 . 


warn OST Was bab down, in 0 time . 
| Charles the Second, the Catholics were accuſed 8 
having ſet it on fire; but this was after the world had 
been witneſſes of the horrid effects of eruſades and re- 
ligious wars ; it was after the diſcovery of the powder 
plot, of which many unworthy Catholics were con- 
victed. The primitive Chriſtians in the time of Nera 
were certainly under no ſuch circumſtances. It is very © 
Aifficult for the ſharpeſt eye to pierce through the ob- 
ſcurity of hiſtory: Tacitus gives us no reaſon whatever 
for his ſuſpicion that Nero himſelf wanted to reduce 
Rome to aſhes : one might with greater plauſibility 
have ſuſpected Charles the Second of ſetting fire a 
London: the blood of the King his father, ſpilt on a 
ſcaffold in the preſence of a people who required his 
death, might have ſerved as ſome excuſe to Charles: 
but Nero had no excuſe, no intereſt, no pretext what- 7 
ever. Such idle rumours as theſe are propagated among 
the 23 0 all countries; ; we have heard in our 


own 


| Chap. vm. Rniagigns aces, 


own times of ſome equally falſe and abſurd. One is 
apt to think that Tacitus, who ſo well knew the diſpo- 
ſition of princes, ought to have known alſo that of the 
People; always in extremes, violent as changeable in 
their opinions, incapable of judging of any thing, yet 
capable of ſaying every. thing, de, ny: ns 
ang forgetting every thing. | 


P. 1 10 ſays that Srjanus perſecuted the Chitin; __ 
Tibets; but that after the death of Sejanus, the emperor 
reflored them to all their former rights and Privileges, 
- Theſe were the rights and privileges of Roman citi- 
Zens, deſpiſed : as they were by the greater part of thoſe 
citizens: they ſhared i in the public diſtributions of corn; 
and when the general diſtribution happened to fall on 
their ſabbath, they were indulged. ſo far as to bave 
theirs diftributed. the next day. This indulgence, in- 
deed, was in all probability. in conſideration of the ſums 
of money they furniſhed to the ſtate; the Jews having 
in every country purchaſed their toleration, and pre- 
ſently indemnificd themſelves f for what it coſt them. 


mis paſſage of Philo perfectly explains the above 
cited one of Tacitus, who ſays, that four thouſand 
Jes and Egyptians were ſent into Sardinia, Where, if 
the intemperance of the climate had carried them off, 
it had been but a triflipg loſs, vile damnum. 


I SHALL add to this remark, that Philo repreſents 
Tiberius as a wiſe and juſt prince. I believe, how- 
ever, he was juſt only when it ſuited with his intereſt ; 
but the good character Philo gives him makes me doubt 
the truth of the reproaches caſt on him by Tacitus and _ 
„„ N Sue ⸗ 
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- Suetonius. 11 doth not ſeem at all likety- to me, that an 
infirm old man of ſeventy, ſhould retire into the iſland 
of Caprea, to indulge himſelf in ſuch abominable and 
unnatural vices, as were unknown even to the moſt de. 
bauched young fellows of Rome. Neither Tacitus nor 

- Suetonius perſonally knew that emperor ; but, as it 
appears, ſedulouſly collected the popular clamours 
againſt them. Octavius, Tiberius, and their ſucceſ- 
ſors. were odious, becauſe they reigned over a people 
rhat ought to have been free; hence the hiſtorians take 
a pleaſure in defaming them ; theſe hiſtorians are be- 
lieved alſo upon their bare „ becauſe in thoſe days 
they wanted authentic memoirs, journals and original 
documents, to aſcertain the truth. For this'reaſon al- | 
ſo the hiſtorians cited no authorities; and, as they could 
not be contradifted, defamed whom they pleaſed, and 
determined at pleaſure the judgment of poſterity. It 
beboves the prudent reader to reflect on the degree of 
credit he ought to beſtow on ſuch hiſtorians ; to > weigh 
deliberately the confidence he ought to place in the rer 
lation of public facts, attefted by grave authors, edu 
cated among an enlightened people; and at the ſame 
nme what limits he ought to preſcribe to his belief of 
anecdotes related by the ſame writers without any mag- 
per of proof. 
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FHA there were Chriſtian martyrs af- 


terwards is very certain; but it is diffi- 


cult to know preciſely for what reaſons thoſe 
martyrs were condemned; I will venture, how- 
cyer, to affirm that, under the firſt Cæſars, not 
one of them was condemned ſolely on a religious ; 


account, When all other religions were tole- 
rated, how can it be ſuppoſed that an obſcure 


ſet, adopting any particular mode of worſhip, 


ſhould alone be ſought out and perſecuted ? 


NxETrAHER Titus, Trajan, Antoninus, nor De- 


cius, were barbarians; can it be gonceived that 


ſuch princes as theſe denied the Chriſtians only a 
liberty which all the reſt of mankind enjoyed? 


Were they only to be accuſed of having their 


myſterious rites and tenets, when the myſteries 
of Iſis, of Mitras, and of the Goddeſs of Siria, 


all different from the worſhip of the Romans, 
were equally tolerated without diſtinction? The 


per- 
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| Chap: Ix. 


5 1 raiſed againſt the priniidve Chriſtians 
. muſt therefore have been owing. to other cauſes; 


to ſome particular reſentments or injuries, ſup- 
ported by reaſons of ſtate. I bus, for example, 
when St. Laurence refuſed Cornelius Secularis, a 
Frefekt of Rome, to deliver him the money 


Which he had in charge, belonging to the Chri- 


ſtians, it was very natural for the Prefect ani the 
Emperor t to be irritated againſt him. They were 
ignorant that St. Laurence had diſtributed this 
money to the poor, and i in that had done a cha- 


8 and holy act: they regarded him only as 
a refractory and rebellious, ſubject, 0 Lone 
gy * ham to death . 4 


Ber 
* WI aſſuredly ade 3 which the Sh 
| hath deemed reſpectable; we therefore invoke the holy 
- martyrs : but th revering St. Laurence, may it not be 
doubted that St. Sixtus told him, Thou ſhalt follow me 
in three days; that in ſo ſhort an interval the Prefect of 
| Kome obliged bim to apply to the Chriſtians for mo- 
ney; that the Deacon Laurence had time to aſſemble 
© all the poor in the city ; that he walked before the 
Prefect to the place where they were ſo aſſembled; that 
he was formally tried and put to the torture; that the 
Prefect ordered a ſmith to make a gridiron big enough 
eee a man; that the firſt W in Rome ould 


attend 


— 


CWC PIGS ä 
2 1 8 

: Ne 4% * 

1 * 0 2 

8 5 * Re be 
. * * Y » " 

7 f a » 
* 


Chap. IX. 
Lr us examine- into the x martyrdom. of 
Polyeuct. Was he condemned me on ac-' 


count of his religion? He went into the temple ” 


where the Remans were ſacrificing to che Gods, 


in gratitude for a victory obtained by the Em- 


peror Decius: here he inſulted the prieſts, broke 
the ſtatues, and overturned the altars: Where is 
there a country in the world that would pardon 
ſuck Lan outrage ? In like manner, the Chriſtian 


who publicly tore in pieces an edict of the Em- 
peror Diocleſian, and thereby drew a heavy per- I 


ſecution on his brethren, could not be ſaid to poſ- 


ſeſs a zeal according to knowledge; but was very 


unfortunate in being the cauſe of bringing ſo 
great a diſaſter on his party. 


attend in perſon at this ſtrange execution; and that af. 


ter all, when St. Laurence was broiling on the fire, 


he ſhould ſay, Turn me on the other ſide, if you 


« intend I ſhall be eatable, for I am done enough on 


« this” ?—This gridiron is an implement not at all con- 


ſiſtent with the genius and manners of the Romans: 
add to this, that it is ſomething ſtrange no heathen au- 


thor ſpeaks a ſage ſyllable of thele Ronny ad- 


Ventures. . = | 
| ah wh was 


This inconſiderate 
zeal, which often broke out into as raſh actions, 
and was even condemned by many of the fathers, 
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Chap, ve. 


was moſt probably the ſource 40 all their reg. 
Vutions. 4 


a2 vo not, 3 note, our Ert a 


5 mentarians with the primitive Chriſtians, or place” 
error on the ſame fo.ting as truth; but Fairel, * 


predeceſſor to Calvin, was guilty of the ſame ex- 
travagance at Arles, as St. Polyeuct committed 


in Armenia. The towns- people were arcending, d 4 . 
: the proceſſion of St. Anthony, the hermit, whoſe i 4 


image was carried -on that occaſion thro? the 
ſtreets; when F arel fell upon the monks that bore 
the image of the ſaint, beat and diſperſed tbem, 
and threw St. Anthony into the river. He was c 


not put to death, indeed, tho? he deſerved it;; be⸗ 


_ cauſe he had time to eſcape. Had he c ont 
" himſelf with openly decrying the practice of theſe 
monks, and declaring that he could not believe 
n a raven ever carried half a loaf in its beak 

to St. Anthony, or that St, Anthony had any 
Aka converfation with centaurs and ſatyrs, he. 


| would have only merited a fevere cenſure, for 


- diſturbing te public peace: but if the eyeping ; 
after he had ſet himſelf quietly down to examine | 
the hiſtory of the raven, the centaurs and | fac. 
tyrs, let him bave thought of them what "he 


© I ; by 2 


Chap. IX, Ret1ciovs ToIENAT Io. 


would afterwards, he would have been irreproach- 


4 


1 


n! it be conceived his the Romans: who 


 Hoffered the infamous Antinous to hold a place in 


the rank of their inferior deities, did ever perſe- 
cute, or deliver up thoſe perſons to be torn to 


pieces by wild beaſts, whoſe only erime was that 
sf adoring one juſt and ſupreme God ? Did they 


"Ps * themſelves. acknowledge a ſupreme and ſovereign 
Divinity ruling over all their inferior deities, as 
is atteſted by this very formula, Deus optimus 


maximus ws and. could 0G | as the deftruc- 
| | | tion 


the Romans worſhipped one ſupreme God, the Sove- 
reign of all celeſtial Beings. | | 
O! quis res EP ing deumque 
Aternis regis imperiis, & fulmine terres, 
O pater, 5 hominum divumgue æterna poteſias, c. 
Horace e himſelf to the fame 29 in ſtill 
ſtronger terms. 
nde nil majus radi 3 


Nec. Viget quidguam ſimile, aut fecundum. 
Nothing but the unity of the Godhead was ſung in the 


: myſteries, into which almoſt all the Roman people 


were initiated. See the fine hymn of Orpheus, and 


read be letter of Maximus to St. n. in which 


7 * 3 5 turn to > Virgil to be convinced 125 
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den ef hoſe who v worſhipped the one living « and | 


Y X | 1 th 3 by ; 5 * + 
Ir — that there ever was an 
inquiſition againſt the Chriſtians; under the Em- 
perors; that is, no body was ſent to them to en- 


quire into their articles of belief. Neither Jew, 
Syrian, Egyptian, Bard, Druid nor Philoſopher, | 


were ever troubled on this ſcore: the martyrs, 


therefore, were thoſe who. officiouſly ſet tbem- 
| oc in . to een of Ou _ | 


ſupreme God. Longinian, a pagan, wrote to the ſame 
St. Auguſtin, that there is but one God, who is incom- 


prehenfible and ineffable. Lactantius himſelf, whom we 


cannot accuſe of being too indulgent, confeſſes in his 
fifth book, that the Romans held- all their inferior 


Gods ſubject to a ſupreme one : i/los ſubjictt & manci- 


pat Deo, Tettullian alſo owns that the whole Roman 


5 empire acknowledged one God, Creator of the world, 
whoſe power and majeſty were infinite: principem mundi 
perfectæ potenti r & majeſtatis. Look particularly into 


Plato, the maſter of Cicero in philoſophy, and you will 
ſee he taught there is but one God, whom we ought to 
love and adore, and endeavour to reſemble in juſtice 
and holineſs. Epictetus in chains, and Antoninus on 


a throne, ſay the fame WR in abobe an hundred dif- 
ferent places. 
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It was certainly prudent and pious not to believe 
in them; but if, not content with ſerving God 
in ſpirit and in truth, they roſe up violently 
againſt the eſtabliſhed worſhip, however abfurd 
it might be, we are forced to allow that they 

4 themſelves 1 were enemies to toleration. 
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| E eck k in his PIN confeſſes that 
1 ha the Chriſtians were eſteemed a factious people; 

the accuſation indeed was unjuſt; but it ſerved to - 
prove that it was not their religion alone that 

alarmed the zeal of the magiſtrates. He confeſſes 
that the Chriſtians refuſed to ornament their 
gates and doors with laurel in the public re- 
joicings for the victories of the emperors : ſuch 

an unjuſtifiable piece of affectation might very 
2 eaſily be conſtrued into a miſpriſion of treaſon. 


Tux firſt judicial ſeverity. put in practice 
againſt the Chriſtians was that of Domitian : 
this was limited however to baniſhment for one 
year: facile ceptum repreſſit reſtitutis quos ipſe re- 
legaverat, ſays Tertullian. Even LaQantius, 
whoſe ſtile is ſo acrimonious, agrees that from the 
time of Domitian to that of Decius, the church 
| was tranquil and flouriſhing. This long peace, 


4 Tazarisz on - Chap. 1 fr | 
ſays 1. was interrupted: when that execrable 
animal Decius oppreſſed the church : poſt multos 


annos exlitit execrabile animal Decius qui vexaret 
wal fa . 


Wr do not mean to enter here into a diſcuſſion 
of the ſentiment of the learned Dod well, concern- 
ing che ſmall number of real martyrs: but, if 
the Romans had actually perſecuted the Chriſtian 
religion to ſo great a degree, if the ſenate had 
duomed ſo many innocent perſons to cruel and 
umprecedented puniſhments, if they had really 
plunged the Chriſtians into cauldrons of boiling 
oil, and expoſed their daughters naked to the fury 
of wild beaſts in the Circus, how comes it that 
all che firſt biſhops of Rome remained unmoleſted? 
St. Ireneus reckons only Theleſphorns among the 
whole number, as a martyr, in the year 13g of the 
vulgar æra, nor have we any proof of his being put 
to death. Zephirinus held in charge the catho- 
lic flock about 18 years, and died peaceably in 
his bed, in the year 219. It is true that almoſt 
all the firſt Popes are placed in the ancient mar- 
tyrologies; but the word martyr was then under- 
" Rood only in its true and original ſignification; 
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5 Chap. IX. Rrt.torovs Tor ERATIoR. 


martyrdom ſignified a 1 8 and not a gu . 


1 1 


Ir is difficult to reconcile this Ki: of perſe- 


cution with the liberty which the Chriſtians en- 


joyed of aſſembling the fifty-ſix councils, which 


are recorded by the eccleſiaſtical writers to have 


met in the three firſt centuries, - 


n AT there were perſecutions is certain; but 
if they were really ſo violent as is pretended, is 
it likely that Tertullian, who wrote with ſo much 


force againſt the eſtabliſhed worſhip, ſhould have | 
been permitted to die peaceably in his bed? Iʒt 


is very probable that the emperors never read his 
Apology. An obſcure work compoſed in Africa, 
could not find irs way to the hands of thoſe emi- 
nent perſons who governed the world: but it 
doubtleſs was known to thoſe who were about 
the perſon of the Proconſul of Africa, and muſt 


have brought a great deal of obloquy on the au- 


thor : and yet he did not ſuffer martyrdom for it, 


Aba, Origen taught publicly in Alexan- 

dria, and was not put to death. That very Ori- 

gen alſo, who poke: ſo freely both to Pagans and 
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DD Tararisz n Chap. IX. 


Chriſtians, ak preoched Chriſt. to the former, 
and denied the Trinity to the latter, expreſly 
owns, in his third book againſt Celſus, that 
there have been in truth but very few mar- 
* tyts; and yet,“ ſays he, © the Chriſtians ne- 
4 glected nothing to propagate their religion 
<« thto' all the world; running about, preach- 
Mm ing every where, in cities, towns and villages.” 


Ir is certain that theſe ſtrolling expeditions 
might eaſily have been repreſented by the Pagan 
prieſts as ſeditious, and obnoxious to govern- 
ment; and yet they were tolerated even in ſpite 
of the factious and ſcandalous diſpoſition of the 
Egyptians: a people ſo ignorant and bigoted, 
that they once tore a Roman ſoldier to pieces for 
having accidentally killed a cat; a people in all 
| ages truly contemptible, notwithſtanding what 
is ſaid of them by the antiquarian admirers we 
mummies and Pyramids . 
2 ha e rc It muſt be acknow- 
ledged that ſince hiſtory hath ſucceeded to romance, 
we have known the Egyptians only as a cowardly ſuper: 
ſtitious people. Cambyſes wade himſelf maſter of the 
whole country by one battle: Alexander gave laws to 
it without 15 much as W ſkirmiſ! in be field, or 
2 laying 


- 


£55 ne 


Ken TX. Rrrieieus Terzsarien. 


Wno could have given greater provocation to 
the prieſts, a as s well as to the government, than 


St. 


P fiege \ to one town : the e took it with 2 


out a blow; and Cæſar and Auguſtus ſucceſlively with 
as much eats. Omar took all Egypt in a ſingle cam- 


paign; the Mammelucs, inhabitants of Colchis and 
the neighbourhood of Mount Caucaſus, became ma- 


ers of it after Omar, It was theſe people, and not 


the Egyptians, who defeated the army of St. Louis, 
and took that king priſoner. At length the Mamme- 
lucs becoming Egyptians, that is, effeminate, cowardly, 
indolent and capricious, as the natives of the. climate, 
they were fubjected in the ſpace of three months to the 


yoke of Selim I. who hanged up their Sultan, and an- 


nexed the kingdom as a province to the Turkiſh em- 
pire, a it was afterwards ſeized on 25 rad barba- 


ri lang f 4 


H donor us oa: [that in the Glous ages,” one 


Sela, an Egyptian King, ſet out on a grand expedi- 


tion, profeſſedly with a view to ſubdue the whole uni - 
verſe. Such a deſign, however, was becoming only a 
Pycrocoles or a Don Quixote; ſo that, not to men- 


tion that Seſoſtris is not an Egyptian name, we may con- 
ſider the relation of this event, as well as others of ear- 


lier date, to be equally authentic with the Arabian 


Nights Entertainments. Nothing is more common 


among a conquered people than to propagate fables of 
their ancient grandeur, juſt as in ſome countries the 
very pooreſt families pique themſelves on being de- 
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4 TazATISE on FS Chap. IX. 8 


St. Gregory, ſurnamed Thaumaturgus, the dif- 
ciple of 2 5 ?'T his St. Gregory had. beheld | 


in 


* 


ſcended from ancient ſovereigns. The Egyptian prieſts | 
told Herodotus, that the King whom he calls Seſoſtris, 
went to ſubdue Colchis ; but this is as likely as that a 


King of France ſhould ſet out from Touraine, to 89 * 
ſubdue Norway. | 


* 


* 


I is to no | purpoſe. that theſe idle ally are . * 
Grely copied into a thouſand different books ;. this by 
no means renders them more probable : it is much 
more natural to ſuppoſe that, on the other hand, the 
robuſt and ferocious inhabitants of Cancaſus, the Col- 
chi and the other Scythians, who fo frequently ravaged 

Aſia, penetrated into Egypt; and if the prieſts of Col- 
Chis afterwards carried back into their own country the 
cuſtom of circumciſion, it is no proof that they werg - 
ſubdued by the Egyptians. Diodorus Siculus relates, 
that all the monarchs ſubdued by Seſoſtris came yearly 
from their own kingdoms, to pay him obeiſance and 
tribute; Seſoſtris arrogantly making uſe of them as 
| Coach-hotſes, to draw * in ſtate to the . 


Wrrn pt to the ppi and other =" 
ies, they ſerve to ſhew the pride and falſe taſte of the 
Egyptian princes ; and at the ſame time, the wretched 


ſlavery of the people, throwing away their labour, 
their only means of ſubſiſtence, to gratify the groſs oſten- 


ration of their maſters. The government of theſe people, 
even in the times ſo much boaſted * appears alſo to 


hays 


} 


Chap. . Reticiovs TorERATIoA. 
in a viſion a venerable old man ſent to him from 
| God, accompanied with a woman ſplendidly 


* NR So 
F , l \ 


have been abſurd and tyrannical ; it is pretended that 


all the countries in the world belonged to their mo- 
narchs. It is doubtleſs very likely that a nation of ſuch 
| contem Ptible faves ſhould have conquered the word. 


Tun profound tines imputed to the Egyptian 


prieſts, is alſo one of the moſt ridiculous abſurdities of 


antient hiſtory, or in other words, of antient romance. 
A ſet of people who pretended that, in the courſe of 


I, ooo years, the ſun had riſen twice in the weſt, and 


ſet twice in the eaſt, changing its courſe, were doubt - 


leſs ſuperior to our modera aſtronomers, or even the 
almanack- maker of Liege. Again, the religion of the 


prieſts, who governed the ſtate, was not comparable to 


that of the moſt ſavage people of America: it is well 
known that they worſhipped crocodiles, monkies, cats, 
and onions : in ſhort, there is not at preſent a mode of 
religious worſhip in the world, not excepting that of the 
grand Lama, ſo * abſurd as that pe the Egyptians, 


| Tazis arts were no better than their religion ; not | 


a ſingle antique ſtatue made by an Egyptian being even 


tolerable ; every thing they had among them of the 


leaſt merit in this kind having been made in Alexandria 
under the Ptolemies, by Grecian artiſts. Nay they were 
obliged to a Greek for their knowlege of geometry. 
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| furrounded a light: this woman, it ſeems, 
Was the holy virgin, and the old man St. John 
: the Evangeliſt. St. John dictates to the Saint a 
Creed, which he ſets out to preach and propa- 


gate. Now it happened, in his journey to Neo- 
ceſarea, that the inclemency of the weather ob- 
liged him to put up and ſtay all night in a pagan 
temple, where reſided an oracle. Here he made 
a number of ſigns, of the croſs ; when. lo! in the 
morning the high prieſt and grand ſacrificer of 
the temple was ſadly diſconcerted, and aſtoniſned 
that his oracular demons did not anſwer his 
queſtions as heretofore. On this, however, he 
called them up, and they frankly. told him they 
ſnould come no more, for that they could not re- 
fide any mer» in that teinple, as St. e | 


"Tas ny Poſtuer, 3 in bis ee on 1 
biſtory, addreſſed to the ſon of Louis the XIVth, ap- 
pears to be entaptured. with the great merit af the 
Egyptians. He might by this means dazzle the eyes 
of a young prince, but he gave but little ſatisfaction 
to the learned ; his diſcourſe is indeed an eloquent de- 
clamation, but an hiſtorian ought to be more of a phi- 
loſopher than an orator. After all, however, this re- 
flection on the Egyptians ! is hazarded only as a con- 
jecture; for what other name can be given to every 
ww we are told of antiquity : ? 


* 


- had 
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had ſpent the night there, and had frequently 
made the ſign of the croſs. On the ſtrength of 
this information, the prieſt laid hold of the Saint, : 
who told him that he had power over the demons, 
to drive them out or. confine them in any place 
he pleaſed. Pray then, replied the prieſt, beſo  — 
good as to fetch my familiars back again to the 
temple. | St. Gregory then tore a leaf out of his 
: prayer-book, and very politely wrote the Devil 
a card, to this effect: Gregory 10 Satan. T7 
command Hou to return to this temple. This man- 
datorial billet being placed upon the altar, che 
devils ſure enough returned, and dealt forth their 
oracles as uſual; after which inſtance of St. Gre- 
gory's power, he ſent them away again, and the 
oracle was ever after filent. 
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Tussz facts 5 St. G 8 
are related in his life, written by his nameſake 1 
Gregory Nazianzen. Now nothing is more na- 
tural than to think the pagan prieſts, thus in- 
jured in their craft, would fall upon Gregory, 
and in the blindneſs of their zeal hurry him be- 
fore a magiſtrate : yet nothing of this kind hap- 
pened, nor. did this their greateſt enemy ſuffer 
any perſecution, | 
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Iris * in de biſtory of St. n chat 
he was the firſt biſhop of Carthage who was con- 
demned to death. Now the martyrdom of this 


Prelate happened in the year of our Lord 23833 
ſo that it appears no Carthaginian biſhop had 
been put to death on account of religion, during 


a long interval. The hiſtory doth not inform 
us what calumnies might have been propagated 
agaiolt St. Cyprian, what enemies he might have 
in league againſt him, or why the Proconſul of 


Africa was ſo much enraged at him. The Saint, 


however, writes to Cornelius, the biſhop of 
Rome, in the following words: There bappened 
lately a popular inſurrefion at Carthage, and it was 
repeatedly cried out that I ought to be thrown among 
the lions. Now it is very probable that the fury 
of the ungovernable Carthaginian populace was 


che real cauſe of Cyprian's death; at leaſt it ap- 


pears certain that the Emperor Gallus did not 


condemn him, at that diſtance, on account of 
his religion, when he permitted Cornelius to live 


peaceably under his noſe, 


| Taxxx are often ſo many ſecret cauſes blend. 


ed with the apparent one, ſo many unknown mo- 
tives for erſecuting men, that 1 it is impoſſible, at 


this 1 


Chap. IX Rzticiovs Tor zx ATIOx. 


this time of day, to unravel the clue, and trace 
the hidden ſource of the misfortunes of even the 


moſt conſiderable perſonages; much leſs there- 


fore are we to expect to trace the motives for: 


puniſhing an obſcure men known only to 


3 om nd his own party. 


5 7 is to bs farther obſerved, FRY gt. n 


Thaumaturgus and St. Diony ſius biſhop of Alex- 


andria, neither of whom were put to death or 


puniſhed, were contemporary with St. Cyprian. 
Now theſe were men at leaſt of equal note with 
the biſhop of Carthage: how came they to be 


permitted to live ſo peaceably, in times when the . 


other was perſecuted and put to death ? Is there 


not a great probability that the latter was cruſhed 


by powerful perſonal enemies, by means of ſome 


calumnious accuſation, or for reaſons of ſtate, 
that often are blended with thoſe of religion; 


and that the latter were fortunate enough not to 
ae neck any ſuch enemies ? ? 


Ir is len poſſible had the mere charge of 
Chriſtianity againſt St. Ignatius ſhould be the 


cauſe of his death, under the juſt and benevo- 


| Jeng Tray jan, rec as the Chriſtians were per- 
mitred 
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* We $4 do call; in Me: hs eee of. 
| I Ignatius; but we think every ſenſible reader of the 
relation will entertain ſome doubts of the truth of it. 
The- anonymous author of this relation tells us, that 
Trajan tboyght+that ſomething: would he wanting to bis 
glory, if be did not ſulject the God of the Chriſtians to bis 
power. What a ſtrange idea! Was Trajan a man am- 
bitious of triumphing over the Gods ? When I gnatius | 
appeared before the Emperor, this prince is related to 
have ſaid to him, I bo art thoug' thou unclean ſpirit ?. It 
is notlikely chat an Emperor ſhould ſpeak. in that ſtrain 
to a priſoner, nor that. he ſhould condemn him with 
his own mouth ; ſovereign princes do not act in that 
manner. If Trajan ſent for Ignatius, he certainly did 
not aſk him, when he came; tobo be was, Again, the 
words unclaan ſpirit, are by no means in the ſtile of a 
T rajan. It is the expreſſion of an exorciſt or conjurer, | 
which a Chriſtian hath here mr into the mouth oh an 
* N n 


+ 


Can it be 3 alſo that 8 ſhould Rog 
he was called Theophorus, becauſe he bore Jeſus always 
in his heart, and that Trajan ſhould enter into a diſ- 

Frtation” with him about Chriſt? At the cloſe of 
the converſation, Trajan is ſaid to condemn the ſaint, 
in the following terms: Me command that Ignatius, who 
glories i in carrying about him the crucified, be put into irons, 
&c. A * who was an — to the Chriſtians, 

E | might 


| nults at ae ne 
a nent. . diſaffected. 00 whete: e 
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| wie poſſibly { iy les 7-24 Chit the S 
but it is not likely ſuch a term ſhould be made uſe of i in 
a formal ſentence. Crucifixion was ſo common a pu- 
niſhment among the Romans, that it was impoſſible, in 


the ſtile of the laws, to deſign excluſively the object of 


the Chriſtian worſhip by the general term the crucified,” 
It is not thus that the. laws or enn ps ae 


We are told iam 0 St. Ignatius, WARY in 
cuſtody, wrote a long letter to the Chriſtians of Rome: 


to whom he ſays, I write to you, the in chains, But if 


he was permitted to write to the Chriſtians of Rome, 
theſe Chriſtians could not be much ſecreted nor ſought 
for. It appears therefore that Trajan had no deſign of 
ſubjecting the God of the Chriſtians to his authority: 


otherwiſe St. Ignatius committed a great blunder, in 


writing to the Chriſtians, if they really were under the 
rod of perſecution, as by this means he became an in- 


former againſt them, expoſing them to their enemies, 

THE writers who digeſted theſe fats, do not ſeem 
ſufficiently to have attended to probabilities. The 
martyrdom of St. Polycarp is liable to till greater ob- 
jections. It is faid that a voice from heaven was heard 


to cry out, Pehcarp, have courage! Not that all the by- 


ſtanders heard it, tho ſome Chriſtians did. It is re- 


7 lated farther, that When he was faſtened to the ſtake, 


. and the ak was ſet on tre, the flames kept at a diſtance 
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ep ef che Chris: ee 
probable that the popular inſurrections might be 


maliciouſiy imputed to the innocent Chriſtians, | 
and draw upon them the reſentment of the go- 


vernment, who might be thus N as is 1 0 
che caſe. ; | 1 5 RT 1 


— 
_ 


* "Se: ag for example, was accuſed before 


Saporus of being a ſpy of the Romans. The 


hiſtory of his martyrdom relates, that King Sa- 
porus propoſed that he ſhould clear himſelf by 
. worſhipping the ſun : it is well known, however, 
that the Perſians do not worſhip the ſun, but 
that they regard it only as an emblem of the 
good principle Oromaſes, or Oroſmades, of God 
the at: whom they. e 


—— tolerant one may be, it is impoſ- 
fible not to feel ſome CGI again: thoſe 


from his body, mid formed an arch over 5 head, out 
of which flew a dove; that the body of the ſaint, in this 
ſituation, diffuſed an aromatic odour which perfumed 
the whole aſſembly; but that after all the reverence | 
ſhewu to this ſaint by the fire, he fell a ſacrifice by the 
ſword. Certainly we ought to pardon thoſe who con- 


_ ceive there is more piety than truth in theſe relations, 


322 5 die- 


„ 
/ 
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declaimers who accols Diocleſian of having per- 
ſecuted the Chriſtians during his whole reign. 
Let us appeal on this head to Euſebius of Ceſa- 
rea, whoſe teſtimony cannot be excepted againſt z 
the favourite, the panegyriſt of Conſtantine, and 
the violent enemy of the preceding Emperors, 
ought certainly to be credited when he juſtifies 
them. Theſe are his words: The Emperors 
** for a long time difplayed great marks of their 
*© benevolence to the Chriſtians; to whom they 
gave the charge of provinces, admitted to 
reſide in their palaces, and even married them; 
« Diocleſian in particular taking to wife Priſca, 
« whoſe daughter was wite to — Gale- 
es, rius, &c.“ 
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; Tuns deciſive teſtimony ſhould teach us to ca- 
1 lumniate no longer: let any one judge whether 
| the perſecution raiſed by Galerius, after a mild 
| and benevolent reign of nineteen years, ought 
not to be imputed to political motives and in- 
trigues of which we are ignorant. 
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Dorn not every one ſee, that the ſtory of the 
Theban or Thebean legion, all maſſacred on ac- 
count of religion, is an abſurd fable? Nothing 
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ä is more ridiculous than the Wet that "I 
out of Aſia by the great St. Bernard: it is im- 
| poſſible that they ſhould be fetched our of Aſia, 
to ſuppreſs a ſedition in Gaul a year after that 
ſedition was actually ſuppreſſed 3 nor is it leſs im- 
poſſible that ſix thouſand infantry, and 500 horſe, 
ſhould be cut to pieces in a paſſage where 200 
men could have ſtopt an whole army. Even the 
relation of this pretended butchery begins with 
an evident falſhood-: When the earth groaned un- 
der tbe tyranny of Diotlefian, heaven was peopled 
with martyrs. Now this adventure, as it is re- 
25 lated, is ſuppoſed to have happened in the year 
2863 ata time when Diocleſian was moſt favour- 
able to the Chriſtians, and in which the Roman 
empire was the moſt happy. But what ſhould 
ſuperſede all diſcuſſions of this point is, that the 
Theban legion never exiſted : the Romans were 
too ambitious, and too ſenſible, to form A legion 
of theſe Egyptians who in Rome ſerved merely 
as ſlaves verna canopi; they might as well have 
had a legion of Jews; a Jewiſh legion We 
have the names recorded of thirty-two legions 
that conſtituted the principal forces of the Ro- 
man empire: but the Theban legion is not 
among chem. We * therefore, rank this 
. ſtory 


* : * « ; * 


hap: IX; ReL1ciovs Torrxavion, 
ſtory with the acroſtic verſes of the Sybils, wo 


predicted the miracles of Jeſus Chriſt, and many 
other ſuppoſititiovs pieces, by which falſe zeal = 


hath ſo much abuſed innocent credulity, 
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CHAP. * 


2 The be dange er ous kh of falſe legends, and 7 
3 perſecution. 


Ars noop hath too long impoſed on man- 
kind; it is high time to know the little 
truth that is to be diſcovered through the cloud | 
of fables that have obſcured the Roman hiſtory 
fince the times of Tacitus and Suetonius, and 
which have almoſt totally darkened the annals 
of the more ancient nations. c N 


How can we believe, for example, that the 
Romans, a grave and rigid people, from whom 
we deduce our laws, ever condemned Chriſtian 
virgins, the daughters of people of diſtinction, 
to proſtitution? Thoſe who credit ſuch a ſtory 
muſt know little of the auſtere dignity of the 
Roman legiſlators, 'who puniſhed the foibles of 
the veſia's fo ſeverely. The genuine alls of 
| Kuinart relate theſe ſcandalous things; but are 
we to place the ſame confidence in the acts of 
Ruinart, as in the ads of the Apoſtles ? The for- 
mer tell us, after Bollandus, that in the city 


af 
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of Ancyra there were ſeven Chriſtian virgins; 
each above ſeventy years of age, whom the 88. 


vernor Theodect ſentenced to ſubmit to the em 


braces of the young men of the city; but as 
theſe virgins found no body that would execute ' 


the ſentence, as was reaſonably enough to be ex- 
pected, they were obliged to aſſiſt naked at the 
myſteries of the Goddeſs Diana ; which they ne- 
ver did notwithſtanding without veils. St. Theo- 
dotus, who was in fact a ſutler or tavern-keeper, 
but was not the leſs zealous, prayed ardently to 
| God, that theſe holy virgins might be taken off 


by death, leſt at ſome critical minute they ſhould 


yield to temptation. God Almighty anſwered 
the ſutler's prayers; the governor ſuon after com- 


manding them to be thrown into a lake, with a 
ſtone about their necks : upon which they ap- 


| peared to St. Theodotus, and begged of him 


that he would not ſuffer their bodies to be eaten 1 5 6 
. Theſe were their very words. 


Ov tavern. AR ſaint and his conipiiichs” 
| accordingly went one night to the lake, whoſe 
banks were guarded by ſoldiers, a light from 


heaven going conſtantly before them till they 
| 1 the guard, when there appeared a ce- 


H 2 . leſtial 


99 
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Efe ee armed at all points, who i imme - 
alen routed the . guards, and. ,purſus ved. ahem. 


gd bis companions ook the bodies 1 ray vir⸗ 
Lins out of the lake. This being done, the 
good 1 ſaint. was taken up and carried before ahi. 


governor, whom the. celeſtial. light-horſe-man, 


did not prevent from cutting off the ſaint's head. 
We again repeat it, we revere the memory „ 


real.martyrs but find it extremely difficult to 


giye credit to the hiſtories of Bollandus _ 


; 24 | * } ; 


_—_ we recount hw, the tale * allah +a 


Romanus ? Euſebius tells us, that he was thrown. 
into the fire, and that the Jews who, were preſent. 
inſulted the character of Jeſus Chriſt, becauſe he 


ſuffered his votaries to be burnt, whereas God 
| had releaſed Shadrach, Meſhech and Abednego 
from the fiery furnace unhurt. The Jews, ho w- 
ever, had hardly vented theſe reproaches, when 
Romanus walked triumphantly out of the flames: 
on which the Emperor gave him his pardon, and. 
told the judges that he would have vothing to do 
with God Almighty : a ſtrange, expreſſion . to 
unn ocleſian! We are told, nevertheleſs, 
1 „ that 


A 
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' VE 


Chap. X. NL vids Tol! ER ATION. 4 


that the judge, norwithſtanding this indulgence 
of the Emperor, ordered Romanus's tongue to 
be cut out; and tho” there were executioners 
enow; the operation was performed by a phy- 


Hcian. To crown the whole ſtory, young Ro- 
manus, who had always ſtuttered in his ſpeech. 
| before, ſpoke with great volubility when his 


tongue was cut out; on which account the oper- 


ator was ſeverely reprimanded, when, to ſhew 


that he had performed the amputation according 


to the rules of art, he took a byſtander, and cut 
off his tongue juſt in the manner he had done 
that of Romanus, on which the perſon died im- 


mediately: for the author ſagaciouſly adds, Ana- 
tomy teaches us that a man cannot ſurvive the boſs 
of bis tongue. But ſurely if Euſebius did really pen 


ſuch abſurdiries, and they were not foiſted into | 


his writings, a very ſmall ſhare of confidence 
ſhould be Placed on his whole hiſtory. - FOOD 


5 415 we have an account of the martyr- 
dom of St. Felicitas and her ſeven children; put 


to death, it is ſaid, by the prudent and pious An- 


toninus, without any mention being made of the 
author of that ſtrange relation. It ts, however, 
very 'pfol able” that ſome writer, of 6 
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chan veracity, had 4 mind to imitate the h ory 


„ ON, oe” Taras an. 


gf the Maccabees, The relation commences 
3 thus : St. Felicitas WAS A Roman, and lived in the 
"reign f Antoninus: by which words it is "ory 


clear that the writer was not cantet 


St. Felicitas. He goes on to ſay, that the — 

| judged them before. his tribunal in the Campus | 

|  Martius: but the Prefect of Rome held his, tri» 
Þþunal in the Capitol, and not in the Campus Mar- 
tius, which, after it was diſuſed for aſſembling 
the Comitia, was made uſe of for reviewing the 


foldiers, for races and military ſports : this cit» 
cumſtance alone may OP 550 javalidete 10 ger 


_ relation, 


Ir is faid further, that after paſſing ſentence, 


the Emperor committed to different judges the 
charge of ſeeing it executed; a circumſtance dis 
rectly contrary to all the forms of oy yay 


. en of all others. 


Tur ors may hs MH 5 one St. Hypo, | 


litus; who is ſuppoſed: to have been dragged to 
pieces by horſes, like Hypolitus ſon of Theſeus. 


This kind of puniſhment, however, was un- 


8 en to the ancient Romans; the mere reſem- 
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0 * may SPV to COPE Ae FO in 
theſe relations of martyrdoms, compoſed ſolely 
by the Chriſtians themſelves, we almoſt always 
find the Chriſtians admitted freely in crowds to 
the priſon of the delinquent, following him to 
the block or the ſtake, burying his body, and 
working miracles with his relicks. If the per- 
ſecution was carried on ſolely againſt their religi- 
on, how comes it that thoſe profeſſed Chriſtians, 
who aſſiſted their condemned brethren, and who 
might be accuſed of working enchantments by 
means of the remains of the martyr'd bodies, 
were not apprehended and put to death alſo? How 
comes it they were not treated as we have done 
the inhabitants of Vaud, the Albigenſes and the 
Huſſites, different ſects of proteſtants ? We have 
cut their throats, and burnt them by wholeſale, 
without diſtinction or regard to age or ſex. Is 
Ane in any authentic relations of the ancient 
; cutions, one ſingle fact that can be placed in 
any degree of competition with the maſſacre of 
St. Bartholomew or that of Ireland? Is there 
one inſtance that reſembles the annual feſtival 
Mw | WG. - | ſtill 
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| join i e e proceſſion 16 thank God that 


their forefathers, about 200 years ago, maſſacred 


about 4000 of their fellow citizens ? Yes, I ſay 


it with horror and with truth, that it is we 


Chriſtians, it ĩs we that have been perſecutors, exe 


cutioners, aſſaſſins; and of whom? of our own 


br: en. It is th* Chriſtians that have deſttoy- 


ed hundreds of cities, with the crucifix or the 


bible in their hinds ; nor have they ceaſed ts ſhed 


25 men n en aan no en l. 


blood. or light the faggot, from the time of 
Conitanti-e to that of the horrid cannibais that 
inhabit the Cevennes: this ſanguinary 20 al, 


Fo 


W now * ha wide Kill 0 AF 
Siber the poor people of Poitou, Vivarais, Va- 


lence and Mountauban-. We have hanged up, 
ſiace the year 1745, eight of thoſe perſons 
whom they call preachers or miniſters of the goſ- 
pel. poor men convicted of no oiher crimes than 
praying to God, for the proſperity of the King, 
in their country dialect, and of having given a 
drop of wine, and a m 


orſel of leavened bread, 


to a few ignorant peaſants. Nothing of this 


kind is known in Paris, where pleaſurt is the 


„ 


. 


* Retactovs rounarien. | 


uy: * of import: 


cirely ignorant of whevpaſics in ates i 


in foreign parts. The trial of theſe unhappy 
delinquenis ſeſdom lafts above an hour, and they 
— up with more expedition than a de- 
ſerter. There is no doubt, if the King were ap- 
let to in theſe Caſes, he would be always 
2 to arb en 
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Aer Catholic n are not treated in . 


a manner in any proteſtant country. There are 


above an hundred Catholic prieſts in England 


and Ireland; all of whom wereſfw« 11. known, & 
and yet ſuffered to refide there  vomdleſted, 4 


during the "nee v war. 


„ 


- SHALL the French be always the laſt to em- 


Other countries have corrected them{elves, and 
thrown off many of their abſurd prejudices 
when ſhalLwe begin to do fo too? Above ſixty 
years elapſed before we would adopt the demon- 
re 4 n we have ee m_ 
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| and b 5 aſſurance can we ah theP Pa» 
gans of having ſpilt the blood of martyrs, when 
ve have been guilty of the ſame cruelties, under 
 theſamecircumſtances.? Admitting that the Ro- 
mans did maſſacre a number of Chriſtians merely 
on account of their religion; the Romans were 
in this caſe very criminal: But are we therefore 
to commit the ſame injuſtice ? and while we re- 


_ proach them for being e are we to be ; 
'F CPP ourſelves \ | 


probity, or 
1 ought not thus to expoſe our faults and errors; 
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r there be any ; perſon ry deſtitute of 
fanatical, as to tell me here, that 


that I ought not to explode our falſe miracles and 
falſe legends ; for that they nouriſh the piety of 


many perſons; z that they are neceſſary errors; 
and that I ought not to root out of the body an 


inyeterate ulcer, when it will neceſſarily deſtroy 


the whale oſs to eradicate its 1 anſwer is . | 


#44 ls falſe aw Ky which you Bic: 
the faith that is due to real ones, all thoſe abſurd 


legends which you annex to the truths of the : 
| goipel, ſerve only to eradicate true religion from 'Y 


"20 = the 
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D's i f 
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72 Rez10100s TournariON, 
the dark There are too many perſons, * are 


geſirous ; of inſtruction, and, not having time 
properly to inſtruct themſelves, make the follow- 
ing concluſions; The teachers of my religion 


have deceived me ; therefore there is no ſuch 
thing as true religion; it is better to obey the 
voice of nature than that of error; I had much 


rather depend on the dictates of nature, than on 


the inventions of men. Others, again, are ſo un · 


happy as to go ſtill farther: they ſee that impoſt- 
ure hath laid them under an unneceſſary reſtraint, 
and therefore refuſe. to be properly reſtrained j- : 


truth; but tend either to atheiſm in principle, or 
become profligate in practice, OR an have. 
been ene and cruel, | | 


| Sven a are he undoubted ho Yano, of all 
pious frauds and idle ſuperſtition. The greater 
part of mankind reaſon only by halves; for it is 


certainly a prepoſterous argument to reaſon thus, 


Voragines, author of the Golden Legend, and 
the Jeſuit Ribadeneira, compiler of the Flower 
of Saints, have publiſhed only ridiculous ab- 


ſurdities; therefore there is no God. The Ca- 


tholics have maſſacred a certain number of Hu- 
0 Boenots, and the Hagena in turn aſſaſſinated 
: a um- 


/ 


— * ns. ot, + 


things, that there muſt be a God; who Wer this 
4ranfitory life of vice and error, in which men 


of Catholics; - nth ie & 
God. The holy communion, and all the en 
ments have been made ſubſervient to the com- 
miſſion of the moſt horrid crimes; therefore 
Were h s God. For my part, enn 
contrary inference, and conclude from theſe 


have committed ſo many crimes in his name, 
will condeſcend to conſole us for all theſe horrid 


misfortunes ; for if we reflect on the religious 
wars, the forty ſchiſms of the Popes, all which 
have been very bloody, the various impoſtures 
that have ggnerally been fatal; the irreconcileable 
| hatred that hath been excited by different opi- 


nions ; if we look back on all the evils of which 


a falle zeal hath been productive in Chriſtendom, ; 


we muſt admit that mankind have long enough 
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THAT! you with for, Good i it be per- | 
' mitted every one to follow the dictates 
of bis reaſon, and to believe only what that rea- 
ſon, rigbt or wrong, may dictate? Certainly it 
ſhould, provided he doth not trouble the order 
of ſociety for it does not depend on men to be- 
| lieve or diſbelieve what they chuſe; tho? it de- 
pends on them to pay a due deference to the laws 
and cuſtoms of their country. And yet if you 
ſay it is a crime not to be of the eſtabliſhed reli- 
gion, you condemn the primitive Chriſtians, R 
your anceſtors, and juſtify thoſe whom you con- 
demn for parting. them to death, 


You will W Wa that there is a very 
wide difference; for that the Romiſh apoſtolic 
_ catholic church is inſtituted by God, while all 
other religions are the vain inſtitutions of men. 
But is it a reaſon, becauſe our religion is divine, 
that it ſhould be maintained by hatred, outrage, 
baniſhment, confileations, impriſonment, racks, 
A mur- 
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for ſuch/murders ?-The more the Chriſtian reti- 


„ rasten „ Clap, l. 
mal thankſgiving to God : 


gion is divine, the leſs doth it belong to man to 


oY direct it. If it be the work of God, he will cer- 
5 rainly maintain it, without our ſolicitude or af- 


Gſtance, You know that perſecution is produce. 
tive only of either hypocrites or rebels; a dread- 


ful alternative! In a word, can you think of 
maintaining. by means of the executioner, the 


religion of a God who was ignominiouſly put to 
death by executioners, and who himſelf nnd | 
up nothing Br nen _ vocal 3353 


K 2 
4 


RNerrzor « litle ol the terrible e | 
of an eſtabliſhed right of perſecution : if it were 


permitted to ſtrip, throw into a Jail, or murder 


a man, who in a certain degree of latitude did 
not profeſs the religion eſtabliſhed under that par- 


' ticular degree, what exception could exempt the 


firſt perſons in the ſtate from incurring the ſame 
penalties ? Religion levels the monarch with the 
beggar : thus there have been above fifty learned 


doctors or monks, who have affirmed the follow- 
ivg horrid tenet: That it is lawful to depoſe, of | 
5 even aſſiſſinate thoſe princes who are of a differ - 
ent perſuaſion from the eſtabliſhed church ; ; the 


pare 


» Tax Jeſait eee on 1 — — the e Jeſuit La 
Croix hath written a comment; ſays, that < it is lawful 
* to kill a prince who is excommunicated by the Pope, 
„ in whatever country he may be found, becauſe the 
& whole world is under ſubjection to the Pope; and 


_ ©. whoever accepts the commiſſion of the murder, 


* undertakes a very pious and charitable work.” It is 


this propoſition, invented certainly in the moſt raging 


place of hell, which hath chiefly excited the people in 


France — the Jeſuits 


ur were at cler dl 


them. They thought to juſtify themſelves, therefore, 


by pointing out ſome decifions nearly ſimilar in St. 
Thomas and other Jacobins *. In fact, St. Thomas 


Aquinas, the angelic doctor and interpreter of the di- 
vine will, (ſuch were his titles) advances, That an 
e apoſtate prince loſes his right to the crown, and 


&* ought not to be obeyed: That the church may pu- 


* him with pag.” egg papel 


= die tak this tos Ola A on 


the ſubje& of St. Thomas. It is a pamphlet publiſhed by a 
Jeſuit in the year 1762, Y | 5 


_ + Book II. part 2. queſtion 12. 


dale Pra be wich : 
that tener, ſo often taught, and ſo often diſavowed by 
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. was tolerated only through the want of power to 
e depoſe him: That every heretic ought of right 


Wo: | 4 commendable. perſons, Ac. der He — 
1 reſpected; but if he had come into France in the times 
5 of Jacques Clement, or of Ravillac, to maintain theſs 
= propoſitions, the people aan ee 
. wil ok gen angalic: door, 4s 


1 | i” e confeſſed that Gerſon, los af hs | 
* Aniverſity, went ſtill farther than St. Thomas, and the 
Condelier Jean Petit inſinitely farther than Gerſon, 

' while many of his fraternity maintained his horrible 
tenets.” It muſt be owned: alſo, that the diabalical 
doctrine of king: killing took its riſe ſolely from the ris 
diculous notion long entertained by the monks, that 

the Pope was a God upon earth, who might diſpoſe at 
pleaſure of the lives and ſceptres of Kings. We have 
been in this reſpect much beneath the Tartars, who 
believe: in the immortality of the Grand Lama. He 
diſtributes among them his cloſe-ſtool, the reliques of 
which they dry, carve, and kiſs moſt devoutly. For 
my own part, I proteſt I could rather, for the ſake of 

E . 


1 Book II. park's; queſtiog. 12, abs Wh 
1 Ibid. queſt, 11, & 12. | | _ ; 
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5 $9 "WEIS 5 owed his promotion to Hen⸗ 
ry, ſtood up in the aſſembly of the ſtates in 1614, 
to oppoſe this artet of parliament, and got it 
ſuppreſſed. All the journals of thoſe times re- 
late the very words Duperron made uſe of in his 
harangues : F a prince, ſaid he, were an m_ 

Ir "Ran __ him. OE. 


Nor at al, my 1870 Cardinal. 1 us oe 

a while adopt your chimerical doctrine; we will 
ſuppoſe that one of our Kings ſhould, in reading 
the hiſtory of the councils and fathers, be ſtruck 
with that particular paſſage, My Father is greater 
than me z and thar taking this expreſſion too li- 
terally, he ſhould heſitate between the authority 
of the council of Nice and that of Conſtanti- 
nople; declaring himſelf at laſt for Euſebius of 
Nicomedia: do you think I ſhould obey him the 

| lefs as King, or think myſelf lefs bound by my 
dach of +7, vn to wn '$ Aae 1 Wan d pots 


believe that the Pope had the leaſt piles over vs ; 


temporalities AE nor even W mien in en, 
whatever. 
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ae tas 2 pris gill. farther z 
but 1 will abridge it. This is not the proper 
| place to enter into the diſcuſſion. of theſe dif. 
" _ - agreeable chimeras; I content myſelf by ſaying, 
. Vuith other good citizens, that obedience was not 
| due to Henry the IVth, merely becauſe he was 
=  - crowned King at Chartres, but becauſe the 
= ccrown was his by inconteſtible right of birth, 

| OTE aud ee ekrerd it by his ind ene 


=o 8 it ates = .. es. to Fe iy 3 
a every citizen ought, by the ſame. rule, to inherit 
the effects of his father; and that we ſee no rea - 
ſion why he ſhould be deprived of them, or drag- 
1 ged to the gibbet becauſe he embraces the opi- 
13 of Ratram es 1 and of Beren- 
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| Wa he that «li our tenets have not been 
always clearly explained and univerſally received 
in our chureh. Jeſus Chriſt not having informed 
us en n. tho "Ow Spirit, the Latin 
- church 


| Chap. a: - Rexrotovs nnn 


church imagined, with the Greek, that it pro- 
cceded from the Father z at length, however, 
they added to their creed, that it proceeded alſo 
from the Son. I would aſk, whether a perſon, 
who might abide by the creed he embraced the day 
before, could merit death? And would not the 
cruelty and injuſtice be equal, to puniſh people 
"now for thinking as they might do formerly? 
Was any one culpable in the time of Honorius, 
for believing that Chriſt had not two diſtinet | 
wills 4A 


FO is min years ince the doftrine of the 
immaculate conception hath been eſtabliſhed ; the 
Dominicans diſbelieving it even to this day. 
When will the Dominicans begin to merit pu- 
niſhment both in this world and the _ Air | 
A oy en opinion ? 


1 we are to n of any o one what to "I | 
of theſe indeterminate diſputes, ic is certainly of 5 
the apoſtles and evangeliſts, There was even a 1 
ſciſmatical conteſt. between St. Paul and St. Pe» © We 
ter; Paul telling us expreſly, i in his epiſtle to the 85 
Galatians, that he oppoſed Peter to his face, be- 185 
| cauſe he thought him to blame ; becauſe he uſed 
I 12 diſſi- 
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th mise en Chap. xl. . 


| a. as well as 3 "TT they 
eat and drank with the Gentiles before the arrival 
by of James, and afterwards. privately withdrew 
from them, for fear of giving offence to the cir; 
cumciſed. I ſaw, continued Paul, that they 
| walked not uprightly, according to the truth of 


the goſpel: I {aid unto Peter, before them all, 
If thou, being a Jew, liveſt after the manner of 
e the Gentiles, and not as do the Jews, why 


« e chou the Geatiles to live as Jews! Perl 


* 


\ mw © 


Tas was the cauſe 4 a violent contention : : 


che object of it being to know whether the new 


Chriſtians ſhould obſerve the Jewiſh ceremonies 


or not. At that time, even St. Paul himſelf 


went up to ſacrifice in the temple of Jeruſalem. 


It is well known that the fifteen biſhops of Jeru- 


ſalem were circumciſed Jews, who kept the ſab- 
bath, and abſtained from forbidden meats. Now 
a Spaniſh or Portugueſe biſhop, who ſhould be 
circumciſed, and obſerve the Jewiſh Sabbath, 

would be burnt, as ſure as he is alive, at an 
Auto- da fe : but the peace was not broken, even 
on account of this eſſential object, neither among 


the e nor r the 6 een CRIES. 
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eder XI. RIG i880 Ter zaAriov. 


Ha che Evangeliſts reſembled our modern 
 polemical writers, they had à very fine field 


of battle, and ample provocation, to diſplay | 
their abilities. St. Matthew reckons twenty; 


eight generations from David to Jeſus Chriſt. 
St. Luke counts forty- one, and theſe abſolutely 


different. We do not find, however, that any 


diſſention aroſe among their reſpective diſciples, 
on account of theſe apparent contradictions, ſo 
well reconciled afterwards by the fathers of the 
church: no diſturbance aroſe, no breach of 


chriſtian charity was committed, among them. - 


What a ſtriking leſſon of toleration is this! 


teaching us moderation in our diſputes, and * 


proper diffidence of ourſelves in diſcuſſing ſub- 
=» we ſo litel underſtand. 


8s; Paul, in his epiſtle to a fr Jews at Rome 


converted to Chriſtianity, takes up all the latter . 


part of his third chapter, to enforce the doctrine 
of faith without works. St. James, on the other 


hand, in the ſecond chapter of his epiſtle to the 
twelve tribes ſcattered over the face of the earth, 

anfiſts as ſtrenuouſly that faith without works is 
dead, and that there is no ſalvation without 


works. Theſe different ſentiments have given 


/ « 


. riſe 


* : 
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tiſe to two grand communions among the mo- 
3 W tho* they made no > diviſion e » 


Þ the AAS thoſe 3 differ Godt us in 
opinion, were really a pious action, it muſt be 
allowed, that he who hath killed the greateſt 

number of heretics muſt be the chief of ſaints, 
and lay claim to the firſt ſeat in paradiſe. And 
what 4 figure muſt he make, who ſhould content 
' himſelf with plundering his brethren, and throw- 

ing them into priſon, if ſet in compariſon with 
the zealot who maſſacred his hundreds on the 


| efraſt of St. aries: Take a ea proof 
of this. 5 5 


Tun n of St. Peter and his conſiſtory 
cannot err: they approved, celebrated and con- 
ſecrated that maſſacre; that action therefore was 
righteous. Of two aſſaſſins, therefore, other- 
wiſe equally pious, he who ripped open the 
. womb of twenty-four big-bellied proteſtant wo- 
men, ought certainly to be promoted to a double 
degree of beatitude over him who had ripped up 
but twelve. Por the like reaſon it is natural for 
the es of the Cevennes to think themſelves _ 


N ed 


„ Reiiciovs ToLzxaTION | + - 
entitled to a degree of happineſs and glory pro- 
portional to the number of prieſts, devotees and 
Roman Catholic women they have occaſionally 
murdered. Are not theſe ſtrange pretenſions to 
eternal happineſs! «= 7 
| YR) * 15 CHAP. 
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cn. XII. 


1 blue! Perſecution as agreeable 1 to | the Save 


laws given to the Fetbs, me whether i. was 
"any e, 


1 divine laws, I conceive to be generally | 
underſtood thoſe precepts which are dictated 


by God himſelf. Now he commanded the Jews 
to eat a roaſted lamb with lettuces, and that the 
gueſts ſhould eat it ſtanding upright, with each a 
ſtaff in his hand, in commemoration of the 


paſſover. He ordained that the conſecration 
of the high-prieſt ſhould be effected by ſprink- 


ling blood on his right ear, his right hand, 
and his right foot : a ceremony that appears very 
extraordinary to us, tho” it poſſibly did not, to the 


ancients. He commanded that the Cape · goat 
thould be loaded with the fins and iniquities of 


the people, and forbade them to eat fiſh without 
ſcales, as alſo the fleſh of the ſwine, the hedge» 


hog, the hare, the owl, the eagle, &c. &c. | 


Hz jnftitited alſo 8 feſtivals "and cere- 


| monies z all thoſe things, which ſeem arbitrary 


| Thap. XII. Rzz401005 Tovrnarton. 


Ke nations, and under the influence of poſi- 
tive Jaw and cuſtom, being commanded by God 
himſelf, and therefore conſtituted the divine law 
to the Jews; juſt as the commands of Jeſus _ 
Chriſt, the ſon of Mary and ſon of God, 4 are a 
divine law to u ay CEO” that 


! 


Ir is not 05 baſines to e here, why 
| God hath ſubſtituted a new law, in the place of 
that he once gave to Moſes z or why he hath 
laid a greater multiplicity of commands on Mo- 
ſes than he did on the patriarch Abraham; or 
more on Abraham than he did on Noah v. It 


* AceeinLE to our - £6 of r this 
work with a few uſeful notes, it is here to be remarked, 
that we are told God made an alliance with Noah, and. 
with the beaſts of the field ; and yet he permitted 
Noah to eat of every thing that had life and motion; 
excepting only the blood of the creature; which he 
was prohibited. To this God adds,“ And ſurely 
your blood of your lives will I require: at the hand 

us a beaſt will I require ES 


WX may lafer "kk this paſſage, 4 many othens, . 
that all antiquity hath conceived, and all ſenſible men 
ſtill conceive, that animals have A degree of under-. 
* God ö never entered | into any com- 


pact 


r 


ol 
RD ——— + ———  — — — — ——  —  — — — — 


TOR de Sato 6 bu 


he made one with the animals, on whom he hath be- 


ſtowed ſenſations, ſometimes more exquiſite than ours, 
as well as ideas, neceſſarily attached to ſuch ſenſations. 


Ix is for this reaſon, he forbids mankind the barbarous 
cuſtom of eating their blood: becauſe in effect the 


blood is the fountain of life, and conſequently the 


ſource of ſenſation. Deprive an animal of all its bloed, 


and its organs are diveſted of all motion. Ir is there- 
fore with great propriety that the ſcripture tells us in 
many places, the foul, that is to ſay the ſenſitive ſoul, 
ſubſiſts in the blood. Jn the blood is the life of the 
creature. This notion is alſo ſo natural, that it hath 


been adopted by all nations; and it is on this motive 
ö that our commiſeration for the ſufferings of animals 


roceeds. Among the ſeven precepts of the ſons of 


\Noah, adopted by the Jews, there is one prohibiting | 


the eating of the limb of an animal, while the animal is 
living: a prohibition which proves that-men have had 


the cruelty to mutilate animals, and eat them at dif- 


ferent times by piece - meal. In fact, this cuſtom is 


. known to have ſubſiſted among ſome barbarous people, 
as we learn from the ſacrifices in the iſle of Chios, to 


Bacchus Omadios, the eater of raw fleſh, God Al- 
mighty, in permitting animals to ſerve us for food, re- 


commends them at the ſame time to be treated with hu- 
| manity. It muſt be owned, it is barbarous to make 
mg _ dor could aoy 9 but cuſtom diminiſn 


the 
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4 was a paternal 3 but theſe things 
are too 5 for our feeble e to ſcru- 


0 tinize: 
the RARE horror of killing an berni animal char 
we have poſſibly cheriſhed and fed with our own hands. 
There have been perſons in all ages extremely ſcrupu- 
lous in this particular, as are at this day moſt of the 
people of India. The ſect of Pythagoras in Italy and 
Greece conſtantly abſtained even from eating fleſh. Por- 
phiry, in his book of Abſtinence, reproaches his diſ- 
ciple with having quitted his ſect only that he 2 
indulge n in his barbarous appetites, 


Ir appears to me hat men muſt renounce their na- 
tural reaſon, to advance that the brutes are mere ma- 
chines. There is a moſt manifeſt contradiction in ſup- 
poſing: that God hath beſtowed on brutes the organs of 
ſenſation, and in maintaining that he hath not given 

them the On of ſenſe. | 


Ir appears farther impoſlible that any one can | oh 
ſerve the actions of animals with attention, without diſ- 
covering the ſenſible expreſſions of pain and pleaſure, 
Joy, fear, love, anger, &c. And is it not very ſtrange 
they ſhould expreſs ſo well ſuch W without 
n them? | 


Tas e may biat many refle one to a confi. | 
derate mind, concerning the power and goodneſs of a 
Creator, who deigns to beſtow life, ſenſe, ideas and 
memory on beings whom he hath organized with his 
| own 
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A Tarn on . Chap. XII. * 
"AY 2 we: ſhall therefore con 1 ourſelves to 
dur ſubject. Let us enquire firſt, what was the 
perſecution of the Jews. It is certain that we 

h find, in Exodus, Numbers, Leviticus and Deu- 
teronomy, many ſevere laws reſpecting their re- 
ligious worſhip, and accounts of puniſhments 
ſtill more ſevere. Many of the commentators 
find it difficulr to reconcile the account of Moſes 
with ſome paſſages i in the prophets ] eremiah and 
Amos, and alſo with the famous diſcourſe of St. 
Stephen, recorded in the Acts of the Apoſtles. 


Amos ſays, that the Jews worſhipped in the wil- 


derneſs the falſe Gods Moloch and Chiun. 
Again, Jeremiah ſays expreſly, that God required ; 
no ſacrifices of their forefathers when he led them 
out of Egypt. St. Stephen, in his oration to | 
n . tells them — that ct they rr 


own omaipotent hand. We neither know how thoſe 
organs are formed, how they are developed, how they 
are animated with life, nor by what laws our ſenſes, 
ideas, memory or will are attached to this life. In the 
mean time, we diſpute without end, amidſt this pro. 
found and eternal ignorance, inherent in our nature, 
and perſecute each other, even as bulls encounter and 
battle each other with their horns, without knowing 
5 why aud how they come by thoſe horas to —_ with. 


44 ped 


| Chap. XII. ; Reucrovs ToLzzATION. | 
4 ped the hoſt of heaven, and ali offered 


victims nor ſacrifices during forty years in the 


« wilderneſs ; but carried before them the taber- 
4 nacle of Moloch, and the ſtar of their es 
= * Remphan,” 5 1 | 
EWING critics infer from the actual worſhip- 
ping of ſo many ſtrange Gods, that ſuch worſhip 
was tolerated by Moſes ; citing, in ſupport 'of 
their opinion, the paſſage in Deuteronomy, 
where the Iſraelites are told, that when they 
come into the land of Canaan, *©* they ſhall not 
„ do as they did at that day, but that every. 
c man ſhould do bande ner was right in "_ 
6c owneyes . : 1 
Tazy 


. Maxy writers taſty conclude from this paſſage, 
that the chapter relating to the golden calf (which is 
nothing more than the God Apis) has been added to 
the-books of Moſes, as well as many other chapters. 


| Anzn-EzRA was he firſt who 8 he 08011 
prove that the Pentateuch was firſt committed to writ- 
jng in the time of the Kings. Woolaſton, Colins, 
Tindal, Shafteſbury, Bolingbroke and many others, 
alledge that in thoſe times mankind had no other way 
of writing down their thoughts than by * 
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ſerable people could require a calf of maſly gold, to 
worſhip as an idol, at the foot of that mountain where 
God ſpake nnto Moſes, in the midſt of thunder and 
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a on . brick; 1015 or wood 1 ene hen oe 
in the time of Moſes, this was the only method of 


writing practiſed by the Egyptians and Chaldeans, who 
were confined alſo, even in this way, to a very limited 


method, or to hieroglyphics, by which they typified 


the general ſubſtance of thoſe things they were deſirous 


of tranſmitting to poſtetity, and not circumſtantial 


kiſtories'or deſcriptions. They obſerve that it was im- 
poſſible to engrave ſuch books in a Wilderneſs, where 


the people were conſtantly removing their habitations, 


where they could find no body to furniſh them with 
cloaths or even mend their ſandals, ſo that God was un- 
der a kind of neceſſity of working a miracle to preſerve 


their cloaths from wearing out. They ſay it is impro- 


bable to think there were ſo many engravers among a 


people who could not practiſe the moſt neceſſary arts, 


and were incapable of even making themſelves bread. 
If it be ſaid that the columns of their tabernacles were 


of braſs, and the chapiters of ſolid ſilver, they anſwer, 
chat the deſign might be given them in the wilderneſs, 
but the execution of it muſt have been deferred till hap- 


Pier times. They could not conceive that ſuch a mi- 


lightning, and at the found of a' celeſtial trumpet, 
which theſe people ſaw and heard. They are ſurpriſed 


| that in the evening preceding the very day when Moſes 


co ,,,, 0 
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| ien among abe Ibelin in the wilderiel, no 
celebration of b the en 


1 


came down from the mountain, 8 
nimouſly addreſs Aaron to have this golden calf. How 
did Aaron get it made in one day? And how did Mo- 
ſes reduce it fo eaſily to powder? They day it is im- 
poſſible for an artiſt to make a golden ſtatue in leſs than 
three months; and that all the arts of chymiſtry could 
not reduce it to a powder that might be ſwallowed. So. 
that the colluſion of Aaron and the operation of Moſes 
muſt have been both miraculous. That humanity and 
goodnefs of heart which deceived theſe writers, pre- 
vented them from believing that Moſes could have 
cauſed 23, ooo perſons to be maſſacred, in order to 
atone for ſuch a crime: they could not imagine that 
ſo many perſons would ſuffer themſelves to be butcher- 
ed by the Levites, at leaſt without the intervention of 
a third miracle. After all, they think it ſtrange that 
Aaron, who was the moſt culpable of all, ſhould be 
rewarded for a crime, for which fo many others were | 
| ſeverely puniſhed, and that he ſhould be made high- 
prieſt, while the bodies of 23, ooo of his ' murdered 
brethren lay ſcattered c 175 a at which: be was 
to hariſies,” „„ e i ut 


Tur raiſe the ſame difficulties againſt the relation 
of 24,000 Iſraelites having been maſſacred by order of 
Moſes, to expiate the crime of one man, who was ſur- 
prized with a daughter of Moab. There were ſo many 
: u. Kings, among whom 3 was Solomon, | 
that 
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that Annen "RE with 3 that 1 | 
cannot admit ſuch an alliance with a Moabite could 
hae been thought ſuch a capital crime: Ruth was a 


Moabite, tho” her family was originally from Bethle- 
hem: the ſcripture calls her always Ruth, the Moabite ; 


and yet ſhe went to bed, by the adyice of her mother, 
to Boaz; for which ſhe received ſiæ buſhels of barley ; 


and afterwards married him, and was grandmother to 


David. Rahab was alſo not only a ſtranger, but a com- 
mon woman; the vulgate Latin gives her no other ap 


pellation than meretrix : yet ſnie eſpouſed far aig a 


| | prince of Judah, from whom David deſcended. This 


Rahab is even ſuppoſed by ſome ancient fathers as a type 


of the Chriſtian church, er pee pion A in * | 
nn ee $i ode 


ST 1 


ieee as wiſe. af: Uriah, of "0a David 
1 Solomon, was an Hittite, If we go farther back, 


Ve ſhall find, that the patriarch Judah eſpouſed a Ca- 
- naanite 3 his children alſo married Tamar, of the race 


of Aram; the woman with whom Judah himſelf alſo 


unwirringly committed inceſt, was not of the race af 


4 


9 7 . 


In kke manner our dia en ended to ow 
tion in a family, whoſe line had been intermixed by five 
ſtrangers, in order to ſbew that the Gentiles n 
ſhare in the ee che Jeys. . 
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"Tax Rabin as 1 Ezra was 4 firſt, as was before : 
| obſerved, that ventured to declare the Pentateuch was 
Wrirten after the time of Moſes. This opinion he 
founds on ſeveral paſſages in the ſcriptures : for in- 


flance, . The Canaanites were fill in the land. The 


Mountain of Moriah, nw called the hill of God. 
„ —. The bed of Og, King of Baſhan, is /ill to de 
a! ſeen in Raboth, and the whole country of Baſhan 
4 js called the towns of Jair to this day. Never has 


c there been known ſuch a prophet as Moſes in Ifrael. 


* — Theſe were the Kings that reigned in Edom before 
. « any King reigned over Iſrael.“ He pretends that 


theſe paſſages, wherein things are mentioned that hap- 
pened after Moſes, could never be written by him. 


To remove theſe objections, it is uſually replied, that 


theſe paſſages a are notes that have DP ne 7 ths 


. 


gin ae Newton, Abet nirfictity is on eve 


miſtaken, as he was but a man, attributes the books 
of Moſes, of Joſhua and Judges, to much later au- 


Geneſis, the 4th of Judges, the 8th of Samuel, the 


24 of Chronicles, and the 4th of Ruth; In fact, if 

the Kings are ſpoken of in the 36th chap. of Geneſis, 

or in the book of Judges or if David is ſpoken of in 
K 


Ku na 


5 ee occafion' fo reſpectable, but who in this might be 


thors; grounding his opinion on the 26th chap. of 
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| Rs of Joſhua, who ſays to the Iſraelites, 
* e you this day whom you. will ſerve, 
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551 Teenies n " XII. 
17 vey writers avail ps. alſo of 4 


ce whether 


* 


Ruth, it . as if oi py were ro pohly Agel 
after the time of the Kings. This is alſo the opinion 


of ſome divines, at the head of whom may be placed 


the celebrated Le Clerc. This opinion however is 
adopted only by a few curious perſons, who love to 
ſound the depths of antiquity; a taſk that is not eſſen- 


tial as a Chriſtian duty. When the learned and the 


ignorant, the prince and the beggar, appear at the laſt 


tribunal ; it will then be enquired, who was juſt, hu- 


mane, compaſſionate or benevolent ; no one will there 


preſume to boaſt the merit of having known preciſely 


in what year the Pentateuch was written, or of having 


diſtinguiſhed the text from the notes in uſe among the 
tranſcribers. God Almighty will not aſk us whether 
we took the ſide of the Maſſoretes againſt the Talmud, 
or if we have never miſtaken a caph for a beth, or a yod 
for a var he will aſſuredly judge us according to our 


actions, and not according to bur knowledge of He- 


brew. Let us therefore abide firmly by the deciſion of 
the e as ĩt behoves true believers. 


wW ſhall cloſe this 1 note with an important paſſage 


from Leviticus, a book compoſed after the adoration of 
| the golden calf. The Iſraelites are there commanded, 


no mere to their ka unto e "Wer whom 
1 Fits 61 000 


® 1 


Chap. X XII. Retacrovs Tolzsariox. 


©. whether the Gods you ſerved: in the country 
«of the near agh) or thoſe you u acknonledged 


e * 


ſtrange worſhip came from Egypt, à country of ſuper- 
ſtition and ſorcery; but it is generally believed that the 
cuſtom of our pretended wizards, of keeping their 
ſabbaths, of worſhipping a goat, and of committing 
ſuch inconceivable abominations as make one ſhudder 
with horror, is derived originally from the ancient 
Jews; it was they, in fact, who taught the praQtice of 


witchcraft and ſorcery in Europe. What a people! 80 


ſtrange and infamous a conduct ſeems to merit a puniſh. 

ment equal to that which the adoration of the golden 
calf brought on them; and yet the legiſlator contents 
himſelf with a ſimple prohibition. We mention the 
fact here only to give the reader a juſt idea of the Jew-. 


iſh people; among whom beſtiality muſt have been a 


common vice, as they are the only nation in the known 


world among whom it bath been thought neceſſary to 
enact laws againſt a crime, the commiſſion of which 
no legiſlator of any other 7 ever ſuſpected, or 
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Ir is probable to fappoſe that the 3 9 pe- 


nury of the Iſraelites, during their journey thro' the 
wilderneſs, had diminiſhed the number of cheir wo- 


S0 our Engliſh bible. Voltaire's wotlk are, de ne plus 
. welus,' les boucs avec * ene ils ont commit des 
| abominations infames. 10.2 „ 


* : % » 
. 


* * 6 5 4 
ꝓʒü K 2 a men; 
925 8 ; 3 ; : 


1 


hs 0 


they have gone a whoring _ We know not whether this 


us”; 
2 


8 * * 
3% {2 

ö 5 — 
*. 


1 
. xv 
* 

N25 % ey 
n 
5 


2 
Wo * 

my N 2 

' $7 . 2 


N 1 * 
2 * 25 3 


8 
= * renne * 


— * 
N 9 4 


* 't6 


8 


ene 
do 


18 
"$6 


4. 


xr 
IT 


* 


af F 4 by 4 
EIS 


n 


4 


5 TIS. 
2 


pd 


N. 
en n * 8 
e 


waage 


* * 
1 


n 
DE DATES 
* 


8 


Ls 
ya tee OHA. 
= 2 4 * 
1 7 * 
\ N IF * 2 


7 


* 
va 5 
4, 4 
A 24 
4 


>. 
8 


A 2 
#+ $a) id i ods 7; 
* ' 94; 8 {© 


=Q 


PCC 
5 v bo l * A | N * 3 e r : * Py : 3 . 22 6 8 q ft V 1 , 


* may. ao Pas 


"Ip4 4 - — * 4 tow 
—— 2 


CONT — — 3 In « * 8 
— 


r 


| 
7 


— 
1 


N 


* 


* 


5 * : ne, . 9 KY 
1.2 2 N [MT * 
. . 5 It I! 2 54 
— 8 k . N. 
2 75 Y P % - br 
4 * (4 w. % i f 2 5 7 £ 
4 = TIP : 8 855 . 
N 
8 b ; 2 
N * 55 
22 9 
- Fr * yp 
* — 


im an To which he 1 re⸗ 


«+, plied; Not fo, for we will ſerve Adonai'®,” 


men; as being 0 the weaker fan” nd leſs ae of 
ſupporting hardſhips. In fact i it appears plain that the 
Ifraelites muſt have been 1 in great want of girls, "Vince" - 


it is obſervable that they are always commanded, when 
they take a town or city, whether | on the right or the 
left of the lake A 9 5 to Ker * thing BF | 
the warriageable girls: Ed way 


32 . 


SE ASL 
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Tur Arabs allo, who inhabit that part of the coun- 


9 try to this day, always ſtipulate, in the bargains they I 


make with the caravans, that the latter ſhall furniſh 
them with girls. It is not improbable that the young | 
pebple of that dreadful country may carry the depra- 


vation of human nature ſo far as to copulate with goats, 
as is related of Eerrain ſhepherds of Calabria, inn 
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VS. 


Ir remains «to > di 8 whether ſach ee MEAT copu- | 


| lation hath produced monſters, and whether there be 


any real foundation, for the ancient tales of Satyrs, 
Fauns, Centaurs and Minotaurs. Hiſtory relates 


them, and philoſophy hath not yet cleared up! the point 
| e this monſtrous WO. 


= ee Ons Engliſh bible 5 it a fond our. 
God; the reader will alſo obſerve that the ſcripture paſ- 


| ſages, as quoted by Mr. Voltaire, differ ſomething from 


the fame paſſages in our Engliſh bible. The tranſlator, 
however, judged it neceſſary to abide by his author, 


who may poſſibly refer to ſome other verſion. 


1 4 
E * 
” 7 my oF q , * 

3 * - : 79 
5 5 \ 

* e 6 - - 7 

. - 2 4 q # 

* % 
1 \ 


ve, to which reply, Jothua rejoined, « ve | 


: 1 ſtrange eee among you. It Jes 
pears inconteſtibly, therefore, that they had other 


s needleſs here to enter into a refutation of thoſe 


erities who conceive the Pentateuch was not writ 
loſes. - The ſubject hath been long ſince 


exhauſted ; and indeed, were it true that part of 


the books of Moſes was wriiteri in the time of 
the Judges, of the Kings, or of the High- prieſts, 
hey _ not be the leſs written mt divine En | 
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8 8 ſufficient for my purpoſe that it is 


e from holy ſcripture, that the Jews, not- 
withſtanding the very ſevere puniſhment inflicted 


on them for worſhipping the God Apis, pre- 


ſerved their liberty a long time. Perhaps even 
tte maſſacre which Moſes made of twenty-three 
| {thouſand men, on account of the calf erected by 


his brother Aaron, might teach him that nothing 


. was to be got by ſeverity, and that he was ob- 


liged afterwards to wink at the propentity of ** 
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FH : » iS x 
* * : \ 
F 78 


2 
y "I A ads = . 4 1 iy 0 
ö : x , . . 4 
uk "Oi 1 ; NE LOKSS 4 n *%» 4 3 FR 
144 Ay $5» OSS 1 5 1 FpTY x 12 4 ö eee 
oy Ne IT SI 8 . Rs ? % % ” +; wats WF > 88 
7 — r * ; | . * *% © och * "40" t * l 5: 
, F$* a - »+* . W 4 — — T 


Air A Dok 


- * 
8 
a SS n mt 


. 1 YA 1 


by 
43 8 oth, ny Nc! 
ite 7 99 GE 


3 2a 


Ky 
hs "BY Eo 
8 


OT - \. 
© 
.4£ 
4 
l 
, im 
i 
1 
L 
=" «YL ; 
7 - 
iI'% 2 
0 
. 1 * } 
1: 81 
= [3 Y 
U +48 
—_— * 
= % 
6 * 
n 
i: 
WE 
N 
1 
N P 
- 
— bs 
* 1 
1 
1 þ 
_— 1 
ay : 
* 
— 
— 
. 1 a 
Zh 
* F _ 
=> bg : 
=_ 
. : 
POS 
EE 
E 49 
1 
a. Y 
« FY 
n 
„ e 
NR 
© 5 
— < 
o _ - 4 
\ * 
wal o 
RE 
1 
q 
5 of 
- o 
a 
1, 
i 
p 
K I 
. 
: 
to 218 
_- s 
4 
» . 
» x 

. i” 
+ 
* 

k + V? 
17 

-$ 

»— = 

- . 
. 
r 
1 14 
N 

1 

* - _ 

* 

* * 

— 

_- = 
-, "uM 

es r 
* 

r 

> <P 

2 

wy . 
wo 

+ Mi 

= A * 

IE bi 

. 1 

\ o 

i" 
_— 

P N 
* 
ry 
Xx 

5 , 

i 7 + 

N 

_ 

1 

* 4 

+474 

4 ' 

«BB 

— : 

« £5. Y 

ron 

f £ 

: T 
- x « 

IS 

FA 

1 

. 4 
1 

be: 

* 2 
R * 
- ; F 
« £ 

4 

_ 

15 . 
x 2 

£5, 4 

3 

r 

. 
5 
* 8 
43 % 
+ *F 
* + 
* 
: r 
% ” » 
1 
» . 1 
Fg 
R iy 

a * 

= 

nr 

_-- Ss 

i» 4 

— 1 

7 : 

* 

$4 F 

„ ? « 

= [ 

"F* . 

"4 [1 


= *n=4 =: 
= * ä 
A 
Cob ls ins "3 ds er 0. & big Fg 
* 1 — m 2 
* 8 N + IN 


A N e wade + 4 


” , # 
. —— ————  — — —  ——— ———————— . mn  ——C————— ——— 


| ef the law he had preſerib 
forbidden the formation of any * and yet 
erected a brazen. ſerpent. The ſame exception 
againſt this law we find in Solomon's temple: 
that prince having commanded the images of 


2 wb . have been e atranſ. 
He hath 


the great baſon of the temple z cherubims were 


alſo placed in the ark, having the heads of an 


eagle and of a calf. It is not improbable that 


from one of the latter ill- executed, which the 


Roman ſoldiers found in the temple, it was long 


believed at Rome that Fg 1 e e an 


aſs, 10 f 5 | * 


: 69 was in vain that the worſhip of ſtrange | 
Gods was forbidden: Solomon was peaceably an 
| idolater. Jeroboam alſo, to whom God gave 


ten parts of the kingdom, erected a golden calf, 


and yet reigned two and twenty years, taking | 
upon himſelf the united dignities of monarch 


and high-prieſt. Again, the little kingdom of 
Judah, under Rehoboam, etected altars and ſta- 


ſtues to ſtrange Gods. The good King Aſah 


deſtroyed none of the high places. The High- 


* en dein in the temple, alſo an altar 


after 


Chap. XII. 1 


Chap, XII. 1 Wr baa 10. 


| los word, we find that- no reſtraint was laid on 


religion; and tho' it be true that moſt of the 
Kings of Iſr ael. aſſaſſinated or deſtroyed each 


other, it was always out of motives of intereſt, 
Wh not of __ | 


wy is certain . 8 ſometimes ;ncerpaſal 
to avenge the prophets. Elijah cauſed fire to 
deſcend from heaven to conſume the prieſts of 
Baal. Eliſha cauſed bears to devour forty-two 
little children who had mocked him, by calling 
him bald-head : but theſe miracles were rare, 
and were facts which 1 it would be N {e- 
vere to imitate, 


11 i objected to us farther, that the Jewiſh 


nation were a very ignorant and barbarous people. 
| N is faid that 1 in the war againſt the Og. 5 


A 


hn Ls was not pl en ap in the land of 


promiſe ; it is a little canton of Idumea i in Arabia Pe- 


trea, extending from the torrent of Arnon, north, to 


that of Zared, in the middle of rocks, and on the | 


eaſtern ſide of the lake Aſphaltis. This country is in- 


habited at preſent by. a ſmall hord of Arabs, and may N 
de about . e long, and ſomething ] eſs b d 


4: Moſes 


er the falhisn of that of the King of Aſſyria. 
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and male- children, and to divide the e The 
ednquerors found in the camp 675, 0 eep, 
725 oxen, 61. 0⁰⁰ aſſes, and $2,000 young 


deſtroyed all the reſt. Some of the con 


05 . del 5 6 . tid. bag Oy fac ice 
human beings to the Deity, witneſs the daugh - 
ter of Jeptha t, and the murder of King 


not approve of ma 
When they are once made, he requires they ſhould be 
| punctually performed, were it for no other reaſon than 
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even pretend that thirty-two of the virgins were 
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I tr is evident from the ſacred text, that Jeptha ſa- | 
erificed his daughter. Father Calmet indeed tells us, 
In his treatiſe on Jeptha's vow, that God Almighty did 
ing theſe kind of vows; but that 


to puniſh thoſe who made them; or to prevent their 
being ſo indodfideratety made as they might be, if the 
ſtrict performance of them were not to be feared. St. 
Auguſtin and almoſt all the fathers condemn this action | 
of jeptha's. it is true that the ſcripture ſays, be was 
filled with the ſpirit of God and St. Paul, in the 11th 

apter of his epiſtle to the Hebrews, greatly com- 
went you and ranks him with Samuel and David. 
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at; cut to 


s by the propbet S 


3 eee a eller to en themy 


<4 1 . ; 1 1 ; v7 


_ promiſes 


gr. * in his epiſtle to Jatlas, ſays, 6c Jeptha. 
£  acrificed his daughter to the Lord, and for that 
106 reaſon the Apoſtle ranked him among the ſalnts.“ 
Such are the authorities 
concerning which it doth not become us to decide, if 
indeed we may venture to form any Nen, arall on 
bo conteſted a point. 15 


+ We cannot but regand ths 4 of Kiog 3 
9 real ſacriſice. Saul had taken this King of the Ama- 
lekites priſoner, but intended to ſpare his life, together 


with the ſpoil z when the Prophet Samuel came to him, 


and commanded him to ſpare nothing, agreeable to the 
orders he had before received, Go and ſmite Ama- 
& lek, and utterly deſtroy, all they have, and ſpare 
A them not; but ſlay both man and woman, infant and 

— * ſuckling, ox and ſheep, « camel and aſs.” L SE | 


1 Avp Samuel hewed 8 in pieces before the 
& Lord: in Gilgal.” 


Tur zeal of the prophet was ſo wt 175 Cal- 
net, that he ſeized hold of the ſword himſelf, on this 
occaſion, to avenge the glory of God, and ſtrike confu- 
Gon i igto Saul. There i is evidently in this fatal advent- 
ure a conſecration, a prieſt, and a victim; fo that it is 
in every reſpect a ſacrifice. _ 


IE dess of no:people;" except "th Sad bene 


ra not at times ſacrificed human victims to the Deity. 


Plutarch relates that the Romans offered human facri- 


fices 
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on both ſides this queſtion, 
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1305 even in the'th time of the republic. We vel! in | 
Ceæſar's commentaries, that the Germans were going to 
ſacrifice the hoſtages that had been given them, when 


the 1 50 were eee eee by a es; + 


Ns 

351 8 ee df * chis W e nf 
the laws of nations, with regard to the hoſtages. of 
Cæſar, and the ſacrifice of human victims, who, to add 
to the horror of it, were killed by women, detract a 
little from the panegyric which Tacitus hath written 
on the Germans, in his treatiſe Je moribus Germanorum. 


It appears that Tacitus in that tract intended rather to 


fatirize the Romans than to praiſe the Germans, of- 


whom he knew but little. We may here remark alſo, 
dy the way, that Tacitus was much fonder of ſa- 
tire than truth. He wanted to place every thing, even 


to the moſt indifferent ations, in the moſt odious light; 
his malignity pleaſing us almoſt as much as his ſtile, be- 


cauſe we love detraction and wit. But to return to 
human ſacrifices. Our own anceſtors offered up ſuch 


victims as well as the Germans, a practice that betrays 


the utmoſt degree of the ſtupidity of our nature left to 
itſelt, and is one of the effects of the weakneſs of human 


underſtanding. We ſay : It is expedient to offer up 


to God the moſt beautiful and precious things in our 


poſſeſſion : we have nothing more dear to us than our 


children: it is expedient therefore to pick out the moſt 


beautiful and ae of our Children to ) offer, to the | 
Deity. 
1 0 


e e ſhall eat. of uur A 


i Foo is, a as 


| by en "ſhall drink the blood 


A jr Os We do not find, throughout 


the whole hiſtory of the Jewiſh people, one ſingle 


Inſtance; of generoſity; magnanimity or bene- 


volence'z but there conſtantly eſcapes, thro' the 


cloud of barbariſm in which they were ſo long 


exvcloped, a 110 * univerial toleration;” 


e 1 8 * 


9 1 a 1 ;nfpired "a God, abe who | 


Haerificed bis daughter, lays tO che Ammonites, 


Wilt tou not rightfully poileſs. that which 
* Chemoſh thy God giveth thee to poſſeſs? So 


<.,whomſoever the Lord our God ſhall drive out 


from before us: them will we poſſe! This 
declaration is very preciſe, and may lead us a 


great way; at leaſt, however, it is an evident 
. that God b ne tolerated Chemoſh. 

Pro "toys that, * in * land of . children 
were ſometimes ſacrificed, before God commanded 


| Abraham to offer up his ſon as a proof of his —_ 


SaxconraTuon, quoted by Eufebins, relates nt | 
the Phenicians ſacrificed, when in great danger; the 


deareſt of their children; and that Ilus offered up his 


ſon Jehud much about the time of the trial of Abra- 


ham. It is difficult to penetrate the darkneſs of anti- 


quity, bat” it — too ou that theſe horrible ſa- 


crifices 
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— lands which you-ſay 
given you by your God Chemoſh;* ws | 

_ politively, giveth thee, and you have a right; 
Nui jure debeniur; which is eee en 
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Tax : of Micah and the Levis, late 


An the 17h and 18th. chapter of the book of 
| Judges, is ſtill a farther inco 
the tinſimited toleration und religious freedom of 


eſtibie proof o 


I 


the Jews + The mother of Micah, A ver rich | 
woman” of Mount Ephraim, po 
hundred pieces of ſilver, and which wert re 


0 to her by her ſon; who took ee 


crated this money to the ſervice of the Lord, and 
accordingly had ſilver idols conſtructed, and a 


Wttle chapel built; hiring a Levite to ſerve there- 


* 


in, at the Ripulated price of ten ſhekels of filyer 
per annum, a ſuit of cloaths, and his board in the 
family. After which Micah exclaims, No 
know I that the Lord wiil do me good, ſeging 
on 1 have.a Levite to my prieſt,” 3 in In, 


it} a 


criflces were A univerfally practiſed; men leaving 


them, off. in proportion as they became civilized; po- 
kreneſe being the nac al humanity. | 
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1 „ of fi dase m 
the tribe of Dan, Who 
ment and wanting both ai I. od to 
 favour-their enterprize, came to the houſe f 


Micahy and took away bis ephod, his idol-and 
bis prieſt, not withſtanding the remonſtrances of 


_ the latter, and the exclamation and entreaties of 
Micah and his mother. Having done this, they 
went up boldly to attack the town of Laiſh; 
where: they put every thing to fire and ſword, ac · 


tion of their victory, they gave to Laiſh the 

name of Dan, and placed the idol of Micah 
on an altar: and what is farther remarkable, 
Jonathan, the grandſon of Moſes, was High- 
prieſt in the very temple where they worſhipped 
| 1 the God: of Iſrael and the idol " dieahe:: 


cones e death of 1 5-450 1800 
worſhipped Baal-Berith for about twenty Years, 


renouncing that of the Lord God, without any 
chief, judge or prieſt crying out for vengeance . 


againſt them. Their crime, I'own,. was great; 


but if ſuch groſs idolatry was tolerated, how 
many different Sides: migit there not be in the 


true worſhip: 2 * 52 e e 
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the piles; by overturning their idol Dago 
by plaguing them with a multitude of rats: but 


be. _— (return: a ofthe ack. Py - When the 


emerods, a ſlight corporal affliction, reſembling 
1, and 


when the Philiſtines, in order to appeaſe his 
anger, ſent back the ark, drawn by two milch- 
kine, offering thereon five golden rats, and five 
golden emerods, the Lord deſtroyed ſeventy of 
the ancients of Iſrael, and fifty thouſand of the 


people, for having received and looked upon the 
ark. But to this it may be anſwered, that the 
chaſtiſement here inflicted was not on account of 


any difference in point of faith, or worſhi p or 
idolatry. If the Lord meant to puniſh idolatry, 

he certainly would have deſtroyed the Philiſtines, 
who dared to take away the ark, and who wor- 


- ſhipped Dagon : whereas he deſtroyed, on the 
contrary, 50,070 of his own people, merely 


becauſe they took notice of the ark, which they 
ought not to have done. So much do the laws 
and manners of thoſe times, with the whole Jew- 
iſh eden, differ from all that we know in 

5 theſe 


n 0 


lap. I. Rxu46100% TormzarIon. 5 


on ſo great a number of men, ſays the jodicious 


father Calmet, appears exceſſive only to thoſe 


| 2 who do not comprehend how far God required 


to be feared and reſpected by his people, and 
who judge of the views and deſigns of God Al- 
mighty according to the feeble reflections of their 


on reaſon, 


G0 did not therefore, 3 in this alt puniſh 


choſe who worſhipped falſe Gods, but a profa- 


nation of his own worſhip, an indiſcreet and dif- 
_ obedient curioſity, perhaps a ſpirit of revolt. It 
is eaſy to conceive that ſuch chaſtiſements could 
belong to God under the Jewiſh theocracy only: 


nor can we too often remind the reader that ſuch 


times and manners can have no relation to ours. 


ry 


Arrzx 5 in ** later ages, we learn that 
; when Naaman the idolater aſked of Eliſha, whe- 
ther it was permitted him to follow the King his 


waſter into the temple of Rimmon, and worſhip 


with him? this ſame Eliſha, who had cauſed fo 


many lictle children ro be devoured by bears, 
made him the ln anſwer, Go in peace. 


But 


3 | ſe. 3 80 much are che infenable ware 
of God above ours! The ſeverity thus exerciſed 
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nor Farther, the Lord commands the prophet 
to make bonds ee had 1 


| ET 55 ure and ſend them to 3 


* SY EY ks on little * a 9 of an- 
 riquity; and judge of them from modern cuſtoms, 
will be ſurpriſed at theſe ſingularities ; but it ſhould be 


remembered that in thoſe times, both in Egypt and 


Aſia, moſt things were expreſſed by e * 
- and Kleroglyphiics. 5 | 

| Tur orophey, who were wats ng Sachs * the 
Egyptians and Jews, not only expreſſed themſelves in al- 
legories, but indicated by ſigns the events of their pro- 
phecies. Thus Naiah, the firſt of the four greater 
prophets, took a great roll and wrote on it, Shas bas, 


vi. Plunder quickly, After which, he went to the pro- 


pheteſs, who conceived and bore a ſon, which he cal- 
led Maher · ſnalal- haſh- baz, an appellation figurative of 
the evils which the pq were to , meds the Jeople 
"or" Egypt and n. a 


Tur mans w'; the proghit. are 3 ce « Before 1 A . 
«& child be of an age to eat butter and honey, or ſhall 
'& know to refuſe the evil and chooſe the good, the 
land by you abhorred ſhall be forſaken of both her 
Kings: the lord ſhall whiſtle to the flies of Egypt, 
1 and the bees of Aſſyria. He will take an hired aa 
| ( and 


x * * 


* 


Ch 1 XII. Rat10108s Toth arion, 


the Lord : % Now have I given all your lands : 
WE] "into the A of Nebuchadnezzar King of | ; 


*« Babylon, 


ee and dis 0 the 


de feet of the King of Aſſyria . 


Tis prophecy of the os: of the beard, and of : 


the ſhaving of the hair of the feet, cannot be under- 


| ſtood by thoſe who do not know it was the cuſtom to 


ſettle ſwarming bees with a flagelet, or ſome other ruſtic 
inſtrument ; that to cut off the beard was the greateſt 


inſult that could be offered; and that they called the 


hair of the Pubis the hair of the feet, which never was 

ſhaved unleſs in caſes of unclean maladies, as in that of 
the leproſy. Theſe modes of ſpeech, ſo foreign to our 
Nile, ſignify no more than that the Lord would in a 


few years deliver his children from oppreſſion. The 


fame Ifaiah walks about naked, in order to ſhew that the 

King of Aſſyria would bring a multitude of captives 
out of Egypt and Ethiopia, who would not have where- 
| withal to clothe their nakedneſs. 1 


EK III eats a roll of parchment. which is 18 
; fone him; he afterwards bakes his bread with human 
excrement, and lies upon his left ſide 490 days, and on 
* right e in order to give the people to 


under- 
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»The tranflator deſires the reader will not forget the hint 
-given in a preceding note; Mr. Voltaire's quotation here, 


as in van. aches | aces, differing * from/ our * 
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| ee my ſervant.” Here we have an 
y olatms og declared the ſervane and Rabanne 

of God. ” | 
7 V Tur 


underſtand that che TIT quid want 1 0 and = 

ſiegnify the number of years they were to remain ia cap- 
tivity. He loads himſelf with chains, to indicate thoſe 

of the people; cuts off his hair and his beard, and di- 

yides it into three parts: one third denoting * who 

were to periſh. in the city, a ſecond ſuch as were to be 

put to death near the walls, and the third ſuch as WF | 


| * carried * rene Tone 35 e 


; Tur prophet Hoſca 3 to himſelf a an Fra | 
whom he purchaſed for fifteen pieces of ſilver, and an 
homer and an half of barley ; ſaying to her, Thou 
<4 ſhalt abide with me many days, during which time 
% no man. ſhall come near thee.” Such ſhall be the ſitua- 
< tion of Iſrael, who ſhall be a long time without 

6 Kings, without princes, facrifices, altars and ephod.” 
In ſhort, the ſeers and prophets hardly foretold 
avy ny but in this yew and in. att manner. 
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Tun W Jeremiah, benen 2005 alt in con- 
formity to cuſtom, in binding himſelf with cords, and 
putting a yoke on his neck; to ſignify the ſlavery of 
thoſe to whom thoſe ſymbols were ſent. If we obſer ve 
the manners of thefe times with attention, we ſhall find 
thoſe of the ancient world entirely different from the 


new. Its laws, modes of living, manner of making 
war, religious e al were ee different. 
| - 5 | One 


- 


| Ow” XII. Rrrierous ToLtRATION; 


- Taz ſame Jeremiah alſo, whom King Zede. 


n had e into a * having after- 


wards | 


— 


25. 


"2p hath nothing to 40 k ls to open Homer, and the 
firſt book of Herodotus, to be convinced that we bear 


no reſemblance to the people of early antiquity, and ; 


that we ought greatly to diſtruſt our judgment, when 
we compare our manners with theirs, _ 


EvEN nature itſelf was not the ſame in thoſe times 
as now. The magicians had a power over it which 
they have now no longer; they charmed ſerpents, cal- 

led up the dead, &c. God ſent dreams, and men in- 
 terpreted them. The gift of prophecy was common; 
nor were metamorphoſes unknown, witneſs Nebuchad- 
A Sat into an ox, Lot's wife into a pillar of 
ſalt, and five cities into a bituminous lake. There ex- 
iſted in thoſe days a kind of men whoſe race is extinct; 
the giants Rephaim, Enim, Nephilim and Enachim 


have diſappeared. St. Auguſtin, in Book the V. of . 
his City God, relates, that he once ſaw the tooth of 


an ancient giant as big as an hundred of our grinders, 


Ezekiel ſpeaks of the pigmies Gamadim, about eighteen | 


inches high, who fought at the ſiege of Tyre: and in 
almoſt all theſe things both ſacred and prophane au- 
thors agree. Neither the maladies of mankind, nor 
the remedies were the ſame as in this day: thoſe who 


were poſſeſſed were cured with a root Barad, put into 


a nth placed under their noſe. In a word, the ancient 
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wat Tra a on . 


Hake FIR his releaſe, adviſes Zedekiah, as 
from the Lord, to ſubmit to the King of Baby- 
lon. © Bring your necks under the yoke of 
the King of Babylon, and ſerve him and his 
e people, and live.” Here God taketh the 
wy part of an idolatrous King; and delivers into 
his hands that ark, the very ſight of which coſt 
the lives of 50,070 Jews: he delivers up to him 
the holy of holies, and the reſt of the temple, which 
had coſt in building 108,000 talents of gold, 
| 1,017,000 talents of f ſilver, .and 10,000. drach-- 
mas of gold; all left by David and his officers 
for the conſtruction of an houſe for the Lord; a 

| ſum that, beſides what was expended by. Solo- 
mon, amounts to about 100 millions of pounds 


ſterling. Never ſure was idolatry ſo amply re- 


warded. Iknow that this account is exaggerated, 
and that there is probably an error in the copyiſt ; 
but reduce the ſum to an half, a quarter, or even 


world was ſo totally different from ours, that we can- 
not deduce from it any rule of conduct applicable to 
. theſe times: ſo that if mankind did, in thoſe diſtant 


ages of antiquity, ultimately perſecute and oppreſs | 
each other on account of religion, we ought not to imi- 


tate e their ! under che iy of Srace. 


an 


El 


9 


| übt it el ill be to an enormous 41280 
One is no leſs aſtoniſhed at the riches which He- 


rodotus relates to have ſeen in the temple of 
Epheſus. After all, worldly treaſures are of no 


eſtimation in the fight of God; but the name of 
ſervant, given to Nebuchadnezzar, is the true 
ineſtimable treaſure. | 


 Acain, God ſhewed no leſs favour to Kir, or 


Koreſh, whom we call Cyrus; whom he calls 


his Chriſt, his anointed, altho* he was not anointed, 
according to the common Ggnification of the 


word, but profeſſed the religion of Zoroaſter 5 


he calls him alſo his Hepberd, altho' he was re- 
garded by men as an uſurper: there does not 


appear throughout the holy Scriptures a greater 
8 8888 of predilection. 


' You find, 5 Malachi, that from the eaſt 10 
the weſt the name of God is great among the 
nations, and that every one offers him pure ob- 


lations, God takes care of the idolatrous Nini- 
vites, as well as of the Jews; he threatens and 


pardons them. Melchiſedec, who was no Jew, 
was a prieſt of the moſt high God. Balaam the 


L. 3 | | idolater 


; "4s 

5 * 

5 1 =) 
* ” 9 


. "4 
ry 
bet 


n 


F 
-- 4.6 

n 
„ 


Þ * 
8 2 "5 * 4 —— ta 7 » 4 © 
CER. PTL.” 


oY OE. 
1 
N 


a *.* 
SIT 


n 
8 7 _ OF IS 


© x9 * . 
4 "*r e . ICS 
LEE 


2 S | * 
4 3 9 W 8 : 8 rr 2 3er £ 
8 * : 442 us of La ed + ” . » 8 1 __ = nnr 27 
a IT YES * rr Wi i th * T 1 mw SIC ; 1 Wy, C 
. 3 n : a . 1 


El 2 . A F 
Wei ie Sh 


#} 


. * 
8 3 
4 7 
% 
* 1 4 
* 
« 
1 2 
* 
= N 


3 
28 
* 
At 
& * 
. 4 > - 
0 5 
a 8 
1 
+ 
* 2 
5 
2 
— 
1 
1 


* 


y | Fa ES «4 he ny QT 7 
: 4 a £ < #5 2 : a £ 1 — * 
1 on N — — 
1 A * * 1 £ 
* 5 — — » 5 * 4 po : 
8 # G * * | 4 5 : ; , " > pr — 
£ : 2 8 7 * 1 . 
4 - * : e * ! ; 
no Ld . 1 8 4 
1 " 1 5 ; 
ry * * 8 y : f 
- pF * 2 £ % 5 n 
\ e ” 3 A, 
. # 5 X 6 . ; : 
# - — * , - 1 
* ; 5 5 x ; x f : 
of \ « P p : 
a * 
— ; I . . - - 83 O 0 
- * 5 F : . . 7 NY » 
* * . 
* 
- * 
3 N : 
m 
: 25 
1 2 — # * a 
8 = — * 8 
| 5 | 3 > A; ' 
Y 33 5 
* 4 2 7 g b 
— * * 5 ; E 89 $ - 
| * * * - - 1 »” * 
2 * 1 
2 * 4 - 7 . £4 e e : » 2 95 2 
* 2 4 * 1 1 ne. 
5 4288 8 * s r po - ; ; 
ut 5 — : : 
8. 5 — 8 s 5 : 
8 a 7 * 0 4 a 
| * * * - * : * o 
g 2 * o 1 
* C1 * a 
uw a ” 9 ; 1 
— 2 2 & Po * «7 4 : 
| 5 5 : 8 z DIY . 
L . 
* * 1 2 4 k : 
oy 4 7 3 9 ; ; 
F N ; 8 
* Y # Was * 5 
N 0 
+4. o \ 7 
£ . * 
2 * « 
3 ng * 5 " — * 8 g FP 
8 4 HR 1 
* 5 - 
4 * 5 » : 
* : — - ' 
1 y a y 
; : s / * * . 
3 * 5 4 * % * \ 5 
3 ts 2 * 4 , 4 * 
2 # of 
. 4 n z f , 
o 1 . * 1 
* & 5 a 6 N « Pp + % 
0 > 5 c py ” — 2 - >. i . 9 > 
$6 a " 4 * 3 r : : k * I K 
— x x 1 * 8 - 
7 $74 4 — * * * o , 7 
3 0 ; 1 * 5 
of . . Fe” i ? 
* * 2 3 4 5 
$ — 
; -<- , M 2 l ; 
— 
* — : * 2 * 1 4 i + * 
4 1 
ü F . 7 
| . : . IE: 1 Z > ' l 
3 L 2 — „ * : 
8 x : 1 * ? 
PREY WF 2 2 , * x av. * = ? * 1 > 
: ” 4 he a F nk 5 6 . * 4 
5 P - = N * 
PF $- by * * * 4 * * % - 
| 1 8 - — 4 
. : 3 - - 
8 
1 0 8 
. © 1 *. 
% 4 " 2 1 * . 1 
: 1 . 2 : 4 * # --0.4 5 
' ; 1 N L * oo * . 
5 > 4 * * 4 52 a 
= 7 * - 5 5 5 * 
* x * « - * E 2 4 
1 : * A f | 2 F 6 5 a 
4 P _ N 7 
N * & = * * X * V 
——— \ * 8 5 =P l 1 : 
O $ "I Y f 5 NI 
% "7 * A : - 6 4 + 1 * * * 
- 4 9 
"3 2 a | ; 

3 - * — 1 : * : * 
2 : . 0 
* 1 U .* þ 5 » S . : 

% * ; 1 
s .: 
4 


N LY 5 ; * ES 
—— 0 n A v. XIII. 
N + „ . * 


"The extreme T oleration of the Jews, 56 


* p 


Hus we 2 ak that Under Moſes" th 


; bot examples of Toleration. But there is {till 
ſomething more: Moſes ſeveral times declares 
that God will viſit the fins of the fathers pon 
4 the children, even to the fourth generation,” 
This menace was neceſſary to a people, to whom 
God had not revealed the immortality . of the 


ſoul, and the. doctrine of future rewards and 


puniſhments in another life, "Theſe truths are 
neither announced in the decalogue, nor in any 


of the laws of Leviticus or Deuteronomy. | Theſe 


were the tenets of the Perſians, the Babylonians; 
the Egyptians, the Greeks and the. Cretans, but 
conſtituted no part of the religion of the 


Jews. Moſes did not ſay, Honour thy fa- 


ether ame mother, if thou wilt go to hea- 


* ven; but Honour thy father and mo- 


66 ther, that thy days may be long in the land.” 
He denounces againſt them corporal. evils only, 
| that they ſhall be plagued with conſump- 
tions, with inflammations, with ulcers on their 


L 4 ä 


Judges and the Kings, we have nothing. 
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tf Tanaris on A Chap. 


7 knees __ on mats thighs, with the ben 5 


their wives, with borrowing at uſury of ſtrangers, 


. N 125 himſelf being their King, 


and with being incapacitated to lend; he tells 
them they ſhall periſh with famine, and be forced 
to eat their own childrenz but he no where 


pronounces that their immortal ſouls ſhall ſuffer 


torments, or enjoy felicity, after death. God, 
who himſelf conducted his own people, puniſhed 
or rewarded them immediately after their good 

or bad actions. Every thing was temporal; and 


this is a proof which the learned biſhop War- 
burton brings to prove the divine legation of 


and 


®* THERE is but one „ Gi paſſage in the laws of 
Moſes that indicates his having any knowlege of the 
reigning opinion among the Egyptians, that the ſoul 
did not die with the body: this very important paſſage 
is in the 18th chap. of Deuteronomy : ** Conſult not 
e the diviners, who form predictions from inſpecting 
the clouds, who charm ſerpents, who conſult the 
10 ſpirit of Python, the ſeers and the wizards, who en 
6c quire 9 e dead, to know the truth. 


Ir appears by this paſſage, that if they NO" on the 


ſouls of the dead, this pretended ſorcery ſuppoſed the 


exiſtenee of ſuch ſouls. It might be, on the other 
hand, that the magicians, here ſpoken of by Moſes, 
being only groſs impoſtors, had themſelyes no diſtin& | 


0 — 


Chap. XIII Licious TorMmavion, 
0 ak juſtice immediately after the tranſ. 


b 3 en he n no neee 


idea of the witchcraft 8 pretended to rnd They 
might make the people believe that they compelled the 


dead to ſpeak, recovering them by magic, to appear in 
the ſame body as they had when living: without ever 
rellecting whether the tenet of the immortality of the 

foul might be inferred from their ridiculous incanta- 


tions. The ſorcerers were none of them philoſophers ; 
daut have been in all ages a parcel of ſtupid jugglers, who, 
played upon the credulity of the weak and j ignorant, 


Ir is to be farther obſerved, that it is ſomewhatiris | 
markable that the word Python ſhould be found in Deu- - 


teronomy, written long before this Greek word could 


be known to the Hebrews : indeed the term Python is 
not in the original Hebrew“, of F which we have no 


exact tranſlation, 


THe knowlege of this language i is indeed attended 


with inſurmountable difficulties; being a mixture of 
the Phenician, Egyptian, Syrian and Arabic; and even 


this ancient mixture is greatly altered at preſent. The | 


Hebrew had never more than two moods to its verbs, 


b * 
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153 


the preſent and future; the reſt were to be diſcovered 


by the ſenſe, - Different vowels were often expreſſed 
100 different 2 8 or rather 1250 did not expreſs 
their 
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over Matz. 17 hoſe r thro? ignorance pretend | 
5 that Moſes taught the doctrine of the immorta- 

| lity of the ſoul, deprive. the new teſtament of 
2 one. of the greateſt advantages it hath over the - 
old one. It is indiſputable that the law of Mo- 
5 fes denounces only temporal puniſhments to the 
fourth generation. And pet, notwichſtanding 


che preciſe denunciation of this law, this expreſs 
| declaration of God, that he Will puniſh to the 
fourth generation, Ezekiel, declares quite the 


contrary, and tells the Jews in his time, that 
& the ſon ſhall not bear the iniquity | of the fa- 


« ther;;' 5 nay be goes ſo far as to wake God 
"Almighty ſay, „that he had given them * 
ve tutes which were not n , 


. their vowels. at 1 and the. inventors of points have 


only increaſed the difficulty. Every adverb hath twenty 
different ſigniſications. The ſame word is taken in 
contrary ſenſes. Add to theſe embarraſſments, the dry- 


neſs and poverty of the language; the Jews, ignorant 


of the arts, could not expreſs what they did not know. 


In ſhort, the Hebrew is to the Greek what the language 
of a peaſant is to that of an academician. 


* Tas ſentiment of Ezekiel. prevailed at length i in 


the ſynagogue ; ; but there were always ſome of the 
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n Ks 8 


before he arrive at the age of thirty years; ; but 
this prohibition was iſſued, leſt the youth ſhould 
make a bad uſe of the deſcriptions of the lewd 


practices of the ſiſters Olla and Ooliba. In a 


word, his book hath been always admitted as ca- 


nonical, e its e wohin 


of Moſes. = 


- a . 
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puniſhment, believed alſo that God would viſit on the 
children the iniquities of their fathers. At preſent 
they are puniſhed beyond the fiftieth generation, and 


have beſides the fear of eternal puniſhment before their 


eyes. It hath been aſked, why the deſcendants of the 
| Jews, who were not accomplices in the death of Chriſt, 
as thoſe of Jeruſalem who had no hand in the affair, 
and others of them ſcattered up and down in different 
places, ſhould be temporally -puniſhed in their chil- 
dren, who were as innocent as their fathers ? That 


temporal puniſhmeat, or rather manner of living dif- 


ferent from other people, and of carrying on trade 


without having a country of their own, may be conſi- 


dered as no puniſhment in compariſon of that- eternal 
puniſhment they bring on themſelves by their un- 


belief, W os avoid . a nears. cons 


verſion. . 1 
Ar 


res book « of | Beckie des doe ect on this 
n of inſpired writ- 
E ings.” Ir i true that the Wee as St. Jerom 
informs us, doth not permit any one to read it 
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. Cc Tnosr who think they Jiſcover | in the Ren 
the tenet of a Heaven or a Hell, ſuch as we conceive 
them at this day, are egregiouſly miſtaken. Their er- 
ror is founded only on a vain diſpute about words. 
The vulgate having tranſlated the Hebrew word Shel, 

viz. the ditch, by infernum, and the Latin word in- 
Fernum being tranſlated into French by the word enfer, 
| they take advantage of this equivocal mode of expreſ- 

. hon, to make us believe that the ancient Hebrews had 

a notion of the Hades and of the Tartarus of the 
| Greeks, of which other nations had an idea 985 8. 
: fore mer: ent names. 

[bu is related in ha 1600 ella of Wonbertz char . 
eee under the tents of Korah, Dathan, and 
Abiram, and devoured them, with their ſubſtance ; 

that they were precipitated alive into the grave or deep: 
but certainly this paſſage can have no relation. to the 
ſouls of theſe three Hebrews, nor to the torments we 
hell, nor to an eternal puniſhment, 


17 1 is e that, under the word Enfer in the En- 
cyclopedie, we are informed that the ancient Hebrews 
acknowledged the reality of its exiſtence. If that were 
true, the Pentateuch would include a moſt inſufferable 
contradiction. How can it be ſuppoſed that Moſes 
ſhould ſpeak of puniſhments after death in one ſingle 
paſſage only, and never once mention them in his laws? 


Chap xm. Reiciovs iis ava; 5 


commenced about the time of the Babyloniſh | 


* the {ect of the Sadducees ſtill per- 


Ihe 32d chap. of Deuteronomy is quoted on this oc- 
caſion, but the paſſage is mutilated. It here follows 
entire: © They have moved me to jealouſy with that 
which was not good, and have provoked me to 
anger with their vanities; I will therefore move them 
to jealouſy with thoſe which are not a people: I will 


„ provoke them to anger with a fooliſh nation. For a 
fire is kindled in my anger, and it ſhall burn to the 

6 bottom of the earth: it ſhall devour the earth even 

& to its core, and ſhall burn the foundations of the 
, mountains. I will heap miſchiefs upon them ; I will 
“ ſpend mine arrows upon them. They ſhall be con- 
« ſumed by hunger, the birds ſhall devour them by 


t bitter morſels; I will alſo ſend the teeth of beaſts 
« among them, with the poiſonous euch of _o | 


n 


Is 3 the leaſt Es in theſe expreſſions to the 
idea of infernal puniſhments, ſuch as we conceive them 


at this day? It ſeems rather that theſe words were 
quoted to ſhew plainly, that our Hell was n 
to the ancient Jews. | 


Tux author of the above mentioned article quotes 


alſo the following paſſage from the 24th chap. of Job: 


4 The eye of the adulterer obſerves obſcurity, ſaying, 
The eye will not ſee me; and he covers his face; he 


enters the houſes in the dark, as he had ſaid in the 
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. A ate e Chap. xm: 
. Bled ia keletis chat thete were no rewards nor 
puniſhments after death, and that the faculty of 


33 


4 day, aol OW Know not tthe Wight; if the; morning 
c ſuddenly appears, they fear it as the ſhadow of death; 

«© and thus they walk in the darkneſs as in the light: 
be is light upon the ſurface of the water; may his 
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FT e portion be accurſed on the earth; may he never 
4 walk by the way of the vine; let him paſs the wa- 

© ters of ſnow in too great a 5 and they have ſin- 
* ned the tomb; (or rather) the tomb hath diſpe 
e thoſe who ſin; (or otherwiſe agreeable to the Sep 
6 e their An hath been recalled to mind. 
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4 ern Ol a gail literally ans entire, as 
otherwiſe it would be impoſſible to form a true idea of | 
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7h Pu Ar, is there here the leaft word, from which we 
© |, may juſtly, conclude that Moſes ever taught the Jews = 
the plain and ſimple W 4 rewards 2:00 1 8 1 
a" ments area ant: Boy e | | 
F Glen book of Job hath 0 e e wich the laws 'A 
2 of Moſes. Beſides, it is very probable that Job was 
no Jew. Such at leaſt is the opinion of St. Jerom, in 
his Hebrew queſtions on Geneſis. The word Satan, 
which we find in Job, was not known to the ancient 
Jews, nor is it to be found in the Pentatench. The 
| Jews learned that term from the Chaldeans, as well as 
the names of Raphael and Gabriel; all unknowr 
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e and thinking: periſhed with us, as well . 
1 active ene of motion. They denied 
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6 the Babies © captivity, The quotation * Job ? 


mms is foreign. to the parpoſe, e F 


"np laſt x ec Tfatah. is alſo 3 to in this 


ol where it is ſaid, that from month to monthy, 
< and from ſabbath to ſabbath, ſhall all fleſh come to 


6 worſhip before me, faith the Lord; and they ſhall 


go forth, and ſhall look upon the carcaſes of thoſe 
6 that have tranſgreſſed againſt me; for their worm 


<. ſhall not die, nor ſhall their fire be quenched; but : 


40 they ſhall de expoled e eee oe: even to 
0 th | | | 


Bor muſt we . becauſe 4 carcaſes of the 
8 were thrown out to rot in the fields; be- 


cauſe they were ex poſed to the view of the paſſengers, 


even to loathing, and becauſe they were to be eaten | 


by worms, that therefore Moſes taught the Jews the 


doctrine of the immortality of the ſoul? Will theſe 
words, their fire ſhall not be quenched, bear no other ex- 


- alloy than that the bodies thus expoſed to the view 
of the people mult ſuffer eternal puniſhment in Hell? 


War propriety is there in quoting a paſſage in 


_ Taiah, to prove that the- Jews, in the time of Moſes, 
had received the tenet of the immortality of the ſoul ? 


Ifaiah prophecied, according to the Hebrew -computa- 


tion, in the year of the world 33803 and Moſes lived 
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_ alſo the ae; of Saad a differed in ; opi- 
nion much more from the other Jews than the 


es 2 


an the year of the + world: 2500: ſo that Gard had 
elapſed about eight centuries between one and the other. 


It is either an affront to common-ſenſe, or elſe a mere 
jeſt, thus to abuſe the practice of quotation, by pre- 
tending to prove that an author was of a certain-opi- 


nion, from a paſſage out of another that lived eight hun- 
_ dred years after him, and never mentioned any ſuch opi- 


nion. It is inconteſtible that the immortality of the 


foul, with the doctrine of rewards and puniſhments 

after death, are declared, acknowledged and confirmed 

in the New Teſtament ; and it is equally certain that 
no mention is made of either in the Peatateuch. _ 


Tux Jews, in afterwards believing the immortality 
of the ſoul, had yet no idea of its ſpirituality; but 
thought, with moſt other nations, that the ſoul was 
| ſomething of a refined etherial nature, a lighter ſub- 


ſtance, that retained till ſome appearance of the body 


it had animated ; hence they were called the ſhades and 


the manes of ſuch bodies. This opinion was alſo en- 


tertained by moſt of the fathers ; Tertullian, in his 


: 22d chapter, on the foul, expreſſing himſelf in the fol- 


lowing terms : . Definimus animam Dei flatu natam, im- 
*  mortalem, corporalem, effigiatam, ſubſtantia Jimplicem. 
We define the ſoul to be ſomething born of the 
breath of God, immortal, ne nnn 


od . in its ſubſlance.” 
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Proteſtants at this day differ from the Catholics : 35 1 

and d yet they were not therefore chruſt out from 

we: a 8 0 * the 

ITY ook 2+.Qape 36. k. Incorporate, : 

nit animes nen ad RE Sb mortalium ed Xs ; 

« tal bodies 7.49 which he adds, Jeſus Chriſt hath, „ 

«ſewn: that! ſouls | retain; the image or ſemblance of f 

46: their bodies. » CaraZ7erem corporum im quo adaprantur :x PF 

err. We know! not where Jeſus Chriſt hath taught | g 

this docttine; nor is it eaſy; en to gueſs at te- | 5 

want of age t 0 Saen oo ave. :, © * 

noms en e Soft: de, e pling e ane; - 

Fay Hilary 8 more preciſe 50 HEAL in als com- . 

mentäry on St. Matthew; directly attributing a corpo- | : 

BB wal nn roche" ſoul : ene en LING re „ 

: fattiant mo” PIT en lone fim oY 
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7 Z presende that there is nothing deſtitute of matter; un- | _ 

4 ure ny anne If the 1280 1 N 5 * 1 
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4 bad hiloſophers ; but their theology might at bottoq | . f 

£ be very ſound, ſince i ignorant of the incomprehenſible. - 'Y 
4 hatufe of the ſoul, they declared it to be rene 8 0 
* 59 was gong 12 its Wee Chriſtian. ot 

G ' We. know that ws u 18 ſpiritual, bat + we 12385 | 
nothing at all of what ſpirit is. Our knowlege of 
HO Matter 
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that vey an. 9 5 l 0 


914.2 


Se IE Mes of wht i wet er. No 


ing ſo little of what affects the ſenſes, it is im poſſible 
we ſhould know of ourſelves what is beyond our ſenſes. 
We transfer a few words of our ordinary language into 
the depths of metaphyſics and theology, in order to 
convey ſome ſlight idea of things which we can neither 
conceive nor expreſs; endeavouring- to ſupport our - 


| ſelves on thoſe words, in order, if poſſible, to bear up 


our e e into * nen ene 


8 


ruvs we as wa of the 5 ori, which. is * 
nonimous with breath, or wind, to expreſs ſo 


which is not material ; while theſe words, breath, | wind, 


fdirit, bring us back, in ſpite of ourſelves, to the idea 
of ſome refined and light ſubſtance. We endeavour, 


indeed, as much as poſſible to refine on this idea, in 


order to acquire that of mere ſpirituality ; but we 


can never arrive at a diſtinct idea of it. We even know 
not what we lay, when we pronounce the word ſub- 


flance, Its literal ſignification is, ſomething beneath | 


us; and by that ſignification intimates, that it is i in- 


comprehenſible. For what in effect is that which is 
beneath ? We are not in this life to arrive at the know- 
lege of the ſecrets of God. Surrounded with profound 


. we diſpute and quarrel with each other; 
| —_ 1 3 | | 
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h we reflet ſeriouſly on theſe things, there is 99 


+ 1 man who would not conclude that we cah- 
not have too much indulgence for the opinions of 


others, or doo much deſerve che like indulgence for "ov 
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Tarss l are 45 frm bein f Mey to 1 | 
, a in queſtion ;' which is, to determine whether 
"mankind ought to tolerate each other: for, if they 
ſerve to ſhew how much men have in all ages been miſ- 
taken, they prove that mankind ought. at all times 0 
2 treat . gh Foun our. OO 


—_ 


* Ter 18 doctrine of Fatality is very ardent 1 1 
verſal; : it is conſtantly to be found in Homer. Jupiter 


Was deſirous of ſaving the life of Sarpedon ; but Deſtiny 


_ ſentenced him to dle, and Jupiter was Pee to acqui- 
eſce. Among the philoſophers, deſtiny was that chain 
of cauſes and effects neceſſarily produced by nature; or 
chat ſame neceſſary chain formed by the hand of Pro- 
_ vidence ; which was much more reaſonable. The 
"whole ſyſtem of Farality is contained in the following 


verſe of Seneca: Ducunt volentem fata, nolentem tra- 


hunt. It hath been conſtantly admitted, that God Al- 
| mighty governs the univerſe by eternal, univerſal, and 
"OI laws; this truth was the lource of all Lido 
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accordingly acting freely, agreeable to the eternal 


13 commands of God, is one of NOTE ſprings in the 


3 machine of the univerſe. nity diſputed 
ut human liberty; but we. — eee! hat 
Kath been perſecuted.c on that account even to this daß. 


What an horrid abſurdity. would it not have, been, 6% Þ 


haye perſecuted, impriſoned or baniſhed a Pompo 


| Tt Xndilly, and Arnaud, a Sacy, and 4 Nienle, = 5 
you other damen of France, for _ engaged 
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* India, of which. we have received more fables 
n is commonly, believed, This. tenet is admirably 


£x plained i in the 12th. book of. Ovid's: Metamorphoſes. 
Techs been received in almoſt all parts of the world; 
.tho' it has been ever. combated: but we never. heard 


"of any prieſt of aptiquity that. moet; a Ettre-de-cachyt 
or a diſciple of baer. W e . 
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blind ef Fartaras: They offered up no Ariel 


led qt oof ina ern per 


: a jade, we ſhall be aſtooiſhed|; 


to find the moſt unlimited Toleration amidſt the 


horrors of the greateſt barbarity, This i is a con- 
tradiction, it is true; but almoſt all the people 


| Jews conceived that the ſun and moon moved in the ſame 


orbit a few leagues above our heads, and that the firma- 
ment was a thick and ſolid vault, ſupporting the weight 
of the water above, which eſcaped thro' ſome little in- 
terſtices. The palace of the Gods, among the ancient 
Greeks, was upon Mount Olympus. The reſidence of 
the heroes after death, time of Homer, in 
an iſland beyond the gh; zu his was the opinion 
of the Eſſenes. . —— To 
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placing a God in the moon, t an e inhabitants of the 


moon have for fixing a Deity in the earth. Juno and 


Iris had no other palace than the clouds, where they had 


not ſo much as a ſtool to reſt their feet on. Among the 


Sabeans, every Deity was ſuppoſed to have his own 
peculiar ſtar; but as the ſtars were ſuns, none could 


well reſide there, unleſs he were a ſalamander. It is 
therefore an uſeleſs queſtion to aſk what idea the an- 


cients had of heaven; and the beſt anſwer to it is, oy | 


weſeß had any ew of it at all, 
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ET us now 3 wha Jeſus Chrift 
ever eſtabliſhed ſanguinary laws, taught 
\ perſecution, built dungeons of inquiſition, or 
inſtituted . | | : 


1 AM much Wan if there" be many wn g 
4 in the New Teſtament from which the 
moſt perſecuting ſpirit can infer that intolerance” 
and reftraint are inculcated. One, 1 know, is the 
Parable in which the kingdom of heaven is com- 
pared to a King who invites his ſubjects to the 
marriage of his ſon : ſaying to his ſervants, tell 
thoſe who were bidden, I have killed my oxett 
and my poultry, all things are ready, come 
* unto the marriage.” Some of thoſe who were 
invited; however, making light of the invita- 
tion, went to their country-houſes, others to their 
| buſineſs, and others committed outrage againſt 
the King's ſervants, and killed them. On this, 
the King ſent forth his armies againſt the mur- 
"wow; and deſtroyed their city: and after he 
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piece. of ground, and muſt 8⁰ and look at his. 
bargain 3, an excuſe by do means valid, as people 
don't go to examine ſuch bargains at night. 
Another ſaid, he had juſt bought five yoke ot of 
_ oxen, and he was. going. to try them; this ex- 
cuſe was liable to the ſame objection as. the for- 
mer. A third anſwerz, 1 haye married a wife, . 
« and therefore I cannot come; a very good 
excuſe this laſt. The maſter of the houſe, hows. 
ever, being irritated by ſo many refuſals, ſends 
his ſervant to bring in the lame and the blind; 
when, finding ſtill room to ſpare, he orders his 
ſervants out again, ſaying, ** 'Go out into the 
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Tri is true, that. it it is no where expreſly faid, 
that this parable tepreſents the kingdom of 
heayen. Thoſe words, compel them to come in, | 
have indeed been ſadly abuſed ; but! it is plain, 
that a ſingle ſervant could not by force compel - 
all thoſe he met with, to come and ſup with his 
maſler ; ; add to this, that ſuch conſtrained gueſts | 
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more, according to the beſt commentators, than 
entreat, conjure, preſs, prevail on them? What 


relation, pray then, hath this N ral 
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8 whbttiet'" it be neceſſary to be lame or blind, or 
to be forced by compulſion into the boſom of 


the church; "Jeſus in the ſame parable ſays, Give 
not a dinner to thy friends, nor te thy rich relations: 


but did ever any one thence infer, that we ought 
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% any man come to me, and hate not his father 
« and mother, and wife, and children, and bre- 
« thren, and ſiſters, yea and his own ſoul alſo, 
© © he cannot be my diſciple, Sc. For which of 
* you intending to build a tower, doth not be- 
+6 forchand compute the coſt ??? Now can any 
one perſon in the world be ſo unnatural, as to con- 
clude that we ought to hate our father or mo- 
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We are told in the 18th 4 of 8t. Mat- ö 


thew, that © if a man neglect to hear the church, 


< he ſhall be accounted as an heathen and a re- 


_ ©& ceiver of the cuſtoms. Certainly we ought 


not to conclude that we are hereby commanded 
to perſecute the heathen, and the farmers of the 
King's revenues. They will be damned, it is very 
true, but they are not delivered up to the arm 
of the ſecular power. So far is government from 
depriving thoſe farmers of their right as citizens, 
that they are inveſted with the greateſt privileges; 
it is the only profeſſion in the world that is con- 


demned by the holy ſcriptures, and it is that 


- which is moſt encouraged by the ſtate. Why 


then have we not as much indulgence for our 


miſtaken brethren the Proteſtants, as we pay 
reſpect to our good n the . of che 
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Maxy different explications are given of this 


als : but is there one of them that w au- 


thorize perſecution ? A fig-tree was ddt 
yield figs at the beginning of March; ir is chere« 
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raiſe difficulties in our vain and curious minds; 
but let us not mifappix ahbe o encourage | 
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ur n of eee which abuſes every, 
thing, endeavours to. juſtify itſelf by the expul· 
ſion of the buyers and ſellers From the temple, 


and by the nance of a legion of devils into the | 


- berd of ſwine. But who does not readily ee, 
that theſe 8 5 nothing elſe but i ay 
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L pervert is! Gut inte à mikiltet-phath, 
It wa hothing to the purpofe that the Sanhedrim | 
and the prieſts permitted this traffic, for the con- 
Vvenience ,of the ſacrificers: the God to whom 
they facrificed, might doubtleſs, tho concealed | 
under a an human form, ſuppreſs this profanation. 
15 Ike manner wig be he puniſh thoſe who 5 
big fit into the R whole herds of 1 unclean. 
Bo - O7] 97: 

bealts, pfohibired 'by t the. law, which = conde- 
ſcended to obſerve. hefe examples habe not 
the leaſt relation to, perſecution for articles of 
faith. The ad vocates for perſecution x muft ſorely 
have | bur a very bad foundation. for their tenets, 


"ſince; they are, reduced to. ſeek out every where 
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"x LMOST \ all the reſt . the words — aQtions of 
Fe Chriſt inculcate forbearance, beneyolence 
and candour. There i is the ſtory « of the facher Who 

receives his prodigal; ſon; 3 the ]abourer who came 
late in the day, yet was paid equal to his fellow ; 
the good Samaritan z he himſelf juſtifies his diſ- 
ciples i in their not faſti ing, forgives finners, and 
ſlightly reprehends the woman taken in adultery : 
be condeſcends even to join in the innocent feſti- 
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envy. If one may venture to make a compari- 


ſon between a ſacred perſon and a profane one, 
| between a God and a man, his death (humanly | 

5 ſpeaking) bears a great ſimilitude to that of So- 
crates... That Greek philoſopher fell a victim to 
the envy and malice of the ſophiſts, prieſts and 
: " magiſtrates ; the great legiſlator of the Chriſtians 
; was deſtroyed by the hatred of the ſcribes, pha- 


riſees and prieſts. Socrates might have avoided 
death, but would not; Jeſus Chriſt offered him- 
{elf voluntarily. The Greek philoſopher not 


; only forgave his accuſers and unjuſt judges, bur 


deſired them to treat his own children in the ſame 
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1 by the fame means to incur chats diſpleaſure ; the 
5 legillator of the Chriſtians, infinitely ſuperio ior, 
prays to his Father to 144 his enemies. e 
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| 02 17 Jeſus clas Chriſt ſeemed to fear death, © * u ie 
anguiſh he felt; was ſo ſeyere as to cauſe him to 
ſweat blood, a very rare and violent ſymptom, 
it was ' becauſe he condeſcended even to debaſe 
- himſelf fo low as to bear all the weakneſs of the 
| human body. with which he was inveſted, His 
; body might tremble, but his ſoul was unmoved 3 ; 
and. hence we are raught, that true fortitude and 
real greatneſs conſiſts i in ſupporting thoſe evils 
L under which our nature fhrioks. | There is ex- 
treme courage in ruſhing upon death, which at 
the ſame time appears dreadful, | „„ 
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meats z celebrated all the Jewiſh feſtivals, and 
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he was accuſed of no new doctrine, nor of ob- 
ſerving any ſtrange ceremony. | [ 
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+. Two: witneſſes appeared againſt him, and a AC. 
8 ſed him of having ſaid, that be could deſtroy 
the, temple, and rebuild it again in three. days. 


7 heſe words, however, were incom prehenſible 8 ? 


to the carnal Jews; ſo that the accuſation did 
not amount to the ee at forming a new 


| « eee er, you. by the living God, to. tell us, 
* if thou art Chriſt the Son of God.” We 
* are not told what the high-prieſt meant by the © 
Son of Cod. This e Was r 
2 uſed to, 7 we y 
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Ir was, in fact, very aifficule if not wk 
3 Jews to comprehend, without a particular re- 
velation, the ineffable myſtery of the incarnation of the 
Son of God, as God himſelf, In the 6th chap. of Ge- 

neſs, the ie of powerful men are called the ons of 
God; in the fame manner as tall cedars are; in the 
Palms, called the cedars of God. Samuel ſays, a ter- 
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ror of God fell upon the people, that is; a great ter- - .. 


ror; an high wind is alſo frequently called, a wind of 
' God; the malady of Saul, the melancholy. of God. It 
appears nevertheleſs that the Jews underſtood Jeſus li- 
terally, that he called himſelf the Son of God, in the 
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{4 r intereſt; do you Gy? Bign this 

paper, and einen he worth a fat 
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NW die——and go to pray to 61 Th moveth | 
the heart, to convert you.” a7 Y Fa e | ; 2 80 | | 
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of letter written to the Jeſuit Le 7 WY 17 be: 
[has ver np. OUS 6, Nite. ? 


* Ravmano A. M n 
II is with pleaſure I ho the 8 0 your 
Reverence, to preſent you with my thoughts 


nes moſt proper means to rid Jzsvs and his 


ſociety of their numerous enemies. I imagine 
there do not remain at preſent above five hun- 
dred thouſand huguenots in the kingdom : ſome 
ſay indeed there are a million, and others fifteen 
hundred thouſand : but be their numbers as they 


may, my advice, which I humbly ſubmit, how-- 


ever, as I ought, £0; 


8 Judgment, is 


LE 
% 8 


5 as follows : * 
1 5 55 


1. I wouLD CES every ane of 1 1 


which may eaſily be done in one day, and hang 


them up all together in one place, not only as a 
more ſtriking example to the public, but for the 
beauty of the W e . 


2.1 i have all the fatfers and mothers 


they 


| Gia xi. Ribdtdes' 8 


5 they were aſſaulted in the fireets, it might raiſe 
a a diſturbance, and many of them might eſcape, 


which ought by all means to be avoided.” Such 


an execution as I here adviſe, is only a neceſſary 


corollary of our principles; for if it be juſt and 
- expedient to kill an heretic, as ſo many great 
theologiſts have proved, it is an, th and 
; . to Kill them all. 


8. 1 wou 1 next 1 marry all the ok | 
” 8 Catholics, as it is not prudent to depo- 
pulate the ſtate too much ſo ſoon after the late war. 


But with regard to the boys, I would have thoſe 


of fourteen or fifteen years of age, who have al- 
ready imbibed falſe principles, and appear incor- 


Tigible, to be all caſtrated, that the breed of them 

may not be propagated. As to the younger 
boys, they ſhould be educated in our colleges, 
"and. there | flogged, till they have, gotten the 
Tongs * Ae ang LYON 1 heart. 
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| iy 1 3 an e ee that 
the like ſteps ſhould be taken with the Lutherans 


of Alſace; for I perceived, in the year 1704, 


| two old women in that province laughing in their L 


ſleeves at the battle of Hochſtadt. FS, 
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WE dees Jai, my be hte 


7 hem : there axe, The: 
a eve, nearly «: millions of: theſe recu 


; who 6 unworthily ſupport the ph eg 4 "8 
Gallican church. Your Revere ce will deliberate, 


. with your wonted prudence and ſagacity, on. the 


means of reducing theſe refractory ſpirits to a 
; compliance. with your will. The powder-plot 
had not its defired ſucceſs, becauſe one of the 


conſpirators had the indiſcretion to think of 
ſaving the life of his friend: oy as you have no 
friend, the ſame 1 inconven 


man monk, commonly called gun · powder. It 
would require, according to my le ion, ſix 


and thirty barrels of gun-powder for en par- 8 


Jiament, take one with another; multiplying 


twelve therefore, the number of parliaments, by 
thirty-ſix, the number of barrels, the whole 


quantity of powder neceſſary for this buſineſs 


8 would be no more than four hundred and thirty- 


5 : two 


venience is not to be ap- 
prehended ; it would be very ws for you to get 
all our parliaments ſilenced at once, by means of 
that admirable invention of Schwartz the Ger- 


F 


: to hls: kinks hi an nds crowns per 
barrel, would amount to the ſum of 129,60 
| gh ine in the e wh our reverend; 


T7 


IC 3 once 7 up, you will, 
| beſtow their functions on your own congrega- 


tjoniſts, who are perfectly well inſtructed i in 8, 4 


laws of the kingdom. e 


. © I s neceltary to git te Cardinal de 
Noailles, which would be an eaſy taſk, as he is a 


fimple man, who ſuſpects nothing. Your Re- | 


verence will alſo employ the ſame means of con- 


verſion with the other refractory biſhops ; ; whoſe 


bimoprics you will put into the hands of the Je- 
ſuits, by means of a bull from the Pope: all the 
Epiſcopal body being then partizans of the good 
cauſe, and the vicars properly appointed by the 


Mes every ching would be a8 Icould l deſire, | 


259. As it is ſaid 855 the Janſenifts communi- 
cate at leaſt once a year, it would not be amiſs 


to: qualify the hoſt, at Eaſter, with the drug made 
uſe of todo juſtice to the Emperor. Heary VII. 
It may be objected indeed, that by this method we, 
1 oe £27 "hi 3 ſhall 
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weight ae % ee, no * eee 
oy is not atended_ with ſome inconveniences- If. 

men were to be ſtopt by ſuch little difficulties, 
3 they would never bring any great deſign to per- 
| _' _ feltion: beſides, in a ſcheme to effect the preateſt 
. degree of p of ble good, we ought n6t to be con. 0 
- cexned becauſe ſuch great good * attended ; 


| a ran of ger evils, OY - 


In this s ſcheme, it is  erident that: we ney 995 


| we do more «hone than ——— them A ah 

_—_ into the poſſeſſion of it. Again, it is not leſs. 
= | clear, that the Moliniſts lay the fame indiſputable 
= | claim to paradiſe : to deſtroy, them, therefore, 
: | without any ill! intention, we only accelerate their 
happineſs, and are certainly, in both'caſes, merely 
. Anſtruments in the hand of TOP to _ 

enn Wills, % 3 


WiIrII N to ſack 3 as may bea lle ; 
ſtartled at the great number of people to be aſ- 
laflinated by this. n hn Jeſans may recon· 
Hal 1 5 42 cile 


dle — " "I bn eos. thas the number 
= maſfacred on account of religion within theſe 
"i fourteen hyndred. years, paſt, hath, amounted to 


more than fifty million; and that 1- Propoſe only 
to hang up, poiſon or cut the throats of about 


ſix million 


five hundred thouſand. Th 


* wed 


Ir may be farther objected 3 that 


© miy, calculation. is nbt juſt, and that 1 break-thrd? 
thetule of proportion; for, if in fourteen cintu« 


ries ther have periſhed, on accountof theological 
diftiyaions, dilemmas and ' paradoxes, no mort 


ban füfty millions, that amounts to no more than 


2355714; with a fraction, in one year; ſo that 
T propoſs to deftroy fix millions four hundred 
and fixty-four thouſand two hundred and eighty- 
| fix, too many for the current year. But this ob- 


Jection is futile aud puerile, if not impious; for 


is it not evident, that by my project I ſhall ſave 


the lives of all true Catholics, even to the end 
of the- world ? Indeed we ſhould never have 


done, were we to reply to every trifling objection, : 


I am, with profound reſpect, 
FPaoour fraternity's 
Moſt humble, moſt devoted and obli- 


ging, R—, native of Angou leme, and 


1 Prefect of the congregation. 
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Ts projea” could” not be but in exe Ne 


: W it required: a confiderable time to take the 


neceſſary meaſures, and F aher Te Tellicr was 


| baniſhed the efollowing Yn 255 . . 
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ip > way ) a 9 * % 7 # A , e ; "k $4 


Ir i is but fair, d to examine wth ; both 
** of the 3 3 ye ſhall therefore coali- 
ſome 8 the wht of Father Le Tellier's . 
correſpondent. - It appears very ſevere - to put 
the above project in execution, in every part: 
but we ſhall ſee on what occaſions; it may be ne- 


| ceſſary to break on the wheel, gibbet or ſend to 


the gallies, thoſe perſons who An from us win 
n ,, nods 
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Tust enquiry will be the dag of the follow: 
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©" 8 1 A P. XVII. 


1 te 5 ee in which perſecution i is conernab zo 


n Wt "button lows.” ” e © eBay 


1 the errors of men, it is neceſſary that 
dero ſhould not be criminal : now they 
are criminal only, when they diſturb the peace of 
ſociety ; and they trouble that ſociety, when they 
inſpire fanaticiſm it is therefore neceſſary. that 
men ſhould not be fanatics, to be entitled to the 
te of toleration. 


— 


Po ee a party of: young Fine knowing 
| ads church holds reprobates in abhorrence, 


that the Janſeniſts are condemned by bull, and 


are therefore reprobates ; I ſay, ſhould theſe 
young zealots take it into their heads to ſer fire 


to one of the houſes of the fathers of the Oratory, 
| becauſe Queſnel, one of their fraternity, was a 


Janſeniſt; it is certain the government would 
have a right to an thoſe young. Jeſuits. 


4 


In like manner, if they ioculcate criminal | 
mains, if their inſtitution be contrary to the 


O 5 | laws 


0 0 . government of. a inks to | poniſh 
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Jjects. This abolition 


free men inſtead of iflaves ? In che time of 


* 4 Tan r on | . X V Tt ; | 


laws of the kingdom, their company may be 11 | 

gally diſſolved, and it is tight to aboliſh the Je- 

but, ic onder to convert them into good ſub- | 
\ alſo,” tho' an imaginary 
evil, is to them in fact a real good; for where is 
the harm done them, in making them wear à ſhort 
coat inſtead of a caſſoc, and in making them 


whole regimetits of ſoldiers are diſbanded, and 
no body complains: why then ſhould the Jeſuits 
make ſuch loud complaints that they are ai 
banded, in order to obtain Peer, cata: 
Sadr the Cordeliers, wriviptied with an 
holy | zeal for the Virgin Mary, go and de- 


moliſh the church of the Jacobins, Who believe 6 


that Mafy was born in original fin; the Corde- 
ners muſt be treated nearly in the arts manner 


whe gels. nay 


WI ſay the fame to we Leddes and to hs 
Calvinifls. They may tell us indeed that they 
follow the dictates of their own conſcience, and 
that it is better to obey God than man; that they 
are the t true ie ſheep, and ought to exterminate the 

| fs © wolves 


X Vin. RERLTOIoOuS Torx arion. : 


wolves; een w a. 
be themſelves the wolves, 


| wi =o _ the moſt afonithing e of 
Enaticiſm we meet with, was that of a little ſet 


: in Denmark; the principle of which, notwith- 


ſtanding, was the beſt. in the world. Theſe 


people were deſirous of procuring eternal ſalva- 


tion for their brethren 3 but the conſequences of 


this, motive were very ſingular. They knew that 


: thoſe young children who die without being bap- 


tized, muſt be damned, and that ſuch as are ſo 


happy as te die immediately after baptiſm, en- 


Joy eternal life: they went about therefore cut- 
ting the throats of all the newly baptized infants 


they could lay their hands on. By this method 


| they, doubtleſs, procured them the greateſt hap- 


pineſs they were capable of; as they preſerved 
them at once from committing fin, from the mi - 


8 feries of the world, and from hell-fire. But 
theſe charitable people did not reflect, that we 
are not even to do a little evil for the ſake of a 


great good; that they had no right over the 


lives of thoſe children ; that moſt fathers and 


mothers. are ſo carnally- minded, that they had 
rather „ their ſors. and daughters in their | 
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4; FOR ſee their throats' cut in onder to go 
I to paradiſe z and that finally it is the duty of the 

civil magiſirate to puniſh homicide by death, 
however charitable may be the intention of we | 

F murderer. TE. 


bone ls 
L 


Tas 25 ſeem to hawk a bat ache 0 chm 
any other people to rob and murder us Chriſtians. 
For tho* there are many inſtances of toleration 
in the old teſtament, there are nevertheleſs ſome 
few ſevere examples, and rigorous laws. God com- 
manded them ſometimes to deſtroy idolaters, and 
to ſpare alive only their marriageable daughters. 
Now they regard us in the light of idolaters; and 

tho' we tolerate them at preſent, if they were 
our maſters, they might probably knock us all 
of the head, except our marriageable daughters. 
They would at left be under an indiſpenſible ob- 
ligation, were they ſtrong enough, of maſſacring 
all the Turks; they could have no ſcruple to do 
this, as the Turks poſſeſs the ſeveral countries 
of the Hittites, the Jebuſites, the Amorites, the 
Hivites, and of the ſeveral nations which were 
devoted to deſtruction, and whoſe lands, to the 
extent of twenty-five leagues in length, were 
| given to the Jews, by many ſucceſſive covenants. | 


They 


F' hey whe: doubtleſs to re- enter into their an- 
cient poſſeſſions; the Mahometans having dr 


/ "* them for l a thouſand Fears. 8 


Ir is certain, that if che ER now reaſon in | 
thikymanner, they can be anſwered no other _— 
than by the Kakce or the Mlb; | 

. "MSA to "va the only circumſtances i in 
which intolerance appears reaſonable.  _ 9 
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Kambi, a Mandarin of Canton was alatmed, 
as he was fitting in his houſe, at a violent 


bproar in that adjoining; on which he ſent to 


enquire the matter; expect 


ng to hear of nothing 


leſs than a murder. Word was brought him, 
however, that it was only a religious diſpute be- 


tween the almoner of the Daniſh company, a 


chaplain from Batavia, and a Jeſuit. On this 


information, the peace making Mandarin invited 
them to his bouſe, treated them with tea and 


ſweetmeats, and i in the 5 deſired to know the 
cauſe of f cheig diſpute, Vs 5 . 


| TS . 
Tur » Jefui replied, that] it was very 3 


for him, who was always in the right, to have to 
do with people who were always in the wrong : 8 


that he had at firſt reaſoned with great comp poſute, 


but that at length his patience was 1 er. | 


e. 


4 . W 


hap. XIX: RvTerous Torka Trio 
: Tux Mandarin intimated, with all-poſtible | 


- Wifcretion, that politeneſs was very neceſſary in 
every diſpute; telling them the Chineſe never 

quarreled in that manner, and deſiring to know 
me the I « debate. 


; Tux Jeſuit N upon him firſt to FAT th by | 
ſaying, Your worſhip" ſhall be judge. Here ars 
theſe two ge ntlemen, both refuſe to ſubmit to 
the deciſions of the Council of Trent. 


Tar ſurprizes me, ſays the Mandivto 1 5 they : 
turning to the refractory Dutchman and Dane, 
he proceeds, It appears to me, gentlemen, that 
you ought to pay a proper reſpect to the deci- 
ſions of a numerous aſſembly. I don't well know 
who the Council of Trent were; but a large ſo- 
ciety of people muſt certainly know more than 
any one individual, No one ought to conceit 
himſelf wiſer than all others, and that he is ex- 
clufively poſſeſſed of underſtanding. This is 
the doctrine taught by our great Confucius ; 3 
and, believe me, you will do well to ſubmit to 
4 the Council of Trent. 
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(Fs. Dus next interpoſud' Your worſhip, 
Fe: he, ſpeaks with the greateſt wiſdom; we 
>. 8 e 
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. Traun n 


0 ref ſpect : thoſe great. affecnblies as we . 


entirely of the opinion of many 
. ane naa wes _ of; the Council 
of Treat. 25 922 5 n 3 2 


nee e en 

Nay, nay, 8 the e if that be the 
eats, I beg your pardon 3 you may, for ought 
1 know, be in the right. So. you aud this = 
Dutchman a agree | in the ſame Pinie againſt the 
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e * all, Sic, Shes ah 3 thi 
1 holds opinions almoſt as extravagant as 
thoſe of the Jeſuit, who ſeems to be ſo very can- 
did here before you: but 1 can hold m ny pacance | 
r „ ET 1h, 2 2 S009 
oo 
” a. Va the Mandala 1 don? t 3 
vou. Are you not all three Chriſtians ? Do you 
not all three come hither to teach us Chriſtianity? 
And ought you not of courſe. to have, * the 
fame tenets? | TT 


eng 
— 


1005 e now, ſays the Jeſuit, that 
theſe two perſons are mortal enemies, and yet 
both diſpute with me: it is therefore evident 

1 


obs Doka rien 


aby in both wrong and chat 1 eee 


tight - een eee e e 
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Nor ſo ass bd a Mandarin, ht 
nere likely, as 1 


is not ſo evident ʒ it may be. 


bes weiten 100 anal three in the wrong. 


a Jelut — bega 4 and WA a Rigg 10 
| angus during which the Hollander and the 


Dane only ſhrogged up their ſhot 30 while 


* 


the . Mandarin underſtood nothing of what was 


Taid* The Dane ſpoke next, while his two! an- 
tagoniſts regarded him with equal conte 
and the Mandarin comprehended juſt as much a 
before. The Dutchman ſpoke in his turn, and 


-with the ſame ſucceſs. ' At length they all three 


"talked together, and abuſed each other very loud- 


ly. The Mandarin found it difficult to be heard | 


in the fray ; but having filenced them, told them, 


if they would have their doctrines tolerated in 
China, they muſt begin by being neither into- 


lerant nor intolerable. 
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| Arrzx the audience was over, the Jeſuit met 


a Jacobin miſſionary, to whom he related the af. 
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Ml tn in od ained dae point, for 
that truth was always triumphant. But, if I 
had been there, ſays the Jacobin, you would 
duo bade galnedit 3 for 1 could have convicted 
Fo Bbent of falmeod and idalateyl On ais 

freſh quarrel commenced; the Jeſait and Jacubin 

grew Wirth, and ſeized eacli other by che hair: 
when the nome informed of the circumſtance, 
7 nitt e both to 0 pri riſon. The Manda- 
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me to him, and aſked 
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bon logg big 2 a. yould pleaſe. to, have 
them detained, ? Tin they, agrees. .replied , 
Mapdarin,! Then, ſays the Jepury, they are in 
Priſon for lifes, res V Wil 1 agree 1 
| ech ether, That is —_— thing, alte 
deputy; for they will ng ſooner forgive each 
 - other: than they will agree. Well, well, n 
13 then, ſays the nn can ae * c 
eee nieartau e 
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\UC H is the weakneſs and perverſity of 
Eng "niagkind, th that it would douBriets be better 
858 Ir | them to "ry ſubjetted to all pomible ſup perfti- 


tions, provided they "were not aeltttive, than 
for them to live witliout religion.” Nan = 


3 always ſtood in need of ſome reſtraint ; and th 


was certainly ridiculous to ſacrifice to Fauns, - 


5 Sylvans, and Naiades, it was more rational and 
mare uſeful to adore thoſe fantaſtic f images of di- 
vinity, than to give. themſelves up to atheiſm, 


An atheiſt who ſhould be a logician, violent and 
15 powerful, would be as fatal a ſcourge on a people 
ds the moſt ſuperiors ee R 


15 81 1 

_ 8 men We" qe true MT IN he 
Deny, they were ſupplied by falſe, as in ſome 

unfortunate times people make uſe of bad money 

becauſe they cannot get good. The Pagan was 


| deterred from cotnmitting a. crime, by the fear 


_ ot his falſe Gods Mabie fear d in a. 


yet MU] manner 
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8 SHALL once men _ MBS 4 ne 
and holy religion, ſuperſtition not only becomes 
uſeleſs but very dangerous. We ought not to 
nouriſh thoſe with acorns, on whom God hath 
beſtowed the bleſſing of bread. 

Surkgerzrion is to oo what aſtrology ig 
to aftronomy, the very fooliſh daughter of a 
very wiſe mother. Theſe two children rok 
| long held all the earth | in ſubjeRtion. wo 
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Is the barbarous ages of F. rance, when Pares 3 


two feudal Lords, among them all, poſſeſſed a 
new teſtament, it was pardonable if the vulgar 
were amuſed with fables ; that is to lay, thoſe 
Lords, their weak wives, and their brutal vaſ- 
| fals. They were taught to believe that St. 
Chriſtopher had carried Jeſus, when an infant, 
thro? a river; while their heads were filled with 
Kories of wizards and conjurers. They very 
readily 


5 


en believed firmly in the we 
ix} ab; and their fachersin Wor: Se, Fran 


Sane,” to, 00H $43 3s 0142 od3 I 3 8 D 


Taz rai Abbe numerous ſuperſtitions even ns | 
remained ſome time among the people, after re- 
ligion was taught in its purity.” It is well known 


that when Me de Noailles; biſhop of Chalons, 
had taken down and throw into the fire the pre. 
tended relick of the holy navel of Jeſus Chriſt, 


all ore FR of Chalons ſueg _ at 2 . 


e 


might worlhip Jeſus Chriſt i in 12 Lo in truth, 


2 without e bis navel e in the church. 


wat >» 
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IS} of hs - 4 


112 


of cet 1 7 which ny: the Chriſti- 


0 religion... | People no longer believe that, by 
praying thirty days to the Virgin Mary, they 


| will obtain all e with for, or an wg, e | 


ga" vith pat. W en 
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| withald rin, bur thas God heit iſp 
the. elements at his pleaſute. I r 
_ aſtoniſhed that their ſaints werk no more mi- 


e, — or 


racles; and if the writers of the life of Francis 


| ſet him again, | 
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ir i is the ſame 1 regard 1 to excommunica- | 
Bons. Our hiſtorians tell us, that when King 
Robert Robert had been excommunicate by Pope Gre- 
gory . for having 1 married the Princeſs Bertha 
bis ftep-mother, his domeſtics threw out of the 
- window the viduals. that had been, ſerved up to 
the King; and that Queen, Bertha was deli- 
vered of a gooſe, as, a puniſhment. for ſuch an 


| inceſtuous marriage. It is to be much queſtioned, 


| | whether the ſervants of a King of F rance, if in 


theſe days he ſhould be :XCOMMuUnicated, would 
throw his dinner out of window ; or 
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wy Set ow fanatic. ein a 1 ® 
out · ſkicts of the city, ĩt is nothing bur the lou 2M 
diſeaſe, which infects only the loweſt of be popa- . 
3 e and philoſophy 5150 day make 
hide ous of the nobles of France;: Let 
us then cultivate theſe fruits of reaſon, and that- 
France, after it hath been enlightened; by Paſ- 
cal, Arnaud, Boſſuet, Deſcartes, | Gaſſeadi, 
Bayle, Fontenelle, &c. ſhould! be e 4 | . 


it was in the times of Gariffe and Menot. | | ; 
* er 3 


IV the riots of. ive; 1 47 RY GET pre» | 
fir haben ts paid and honou-— \, 
ed for brutalizing mankind; ſhould at this time 1 
of day magiſterially tell us, that the ſeed periſhes | 1 
before it germinates, that the earth is immoveabe 9 
on its foundations, that it does not turn round = 
the ſun, that the flowing of the tides are not a 5” 5 


natural effect of gravitation, that the rainbow is 
not formed by the reflection and refraction of the 


10 1 ne 9 
N 2 k o * 


9 Son 
7 N 
: 0 4 * 
2 4 | * "oe 3 * 
„ e ruff: TxramIE * 1 Kip. Xx. 
412 


5 e NE Ec. and if they ſupported their 
' uſffertions by the miſapplication of texts of Scrip- 
ture, what would they be thought of by the « en- 
lightened part of mankind ? The name of brutes | 

| would not be too ſevere. And if theſe be 
_  preceptors ſhould 'make uſe of conſtraint and per- 
ſecution, to propagate their inſolent ignorance, 
the name of W of prey would voce leſs han 
5 roy N LE & 925250 £ 7 


Tun more hs retten of che: Shay " 
| deſpiſed, che more are the biſhops reſpected, and 
the vicars- beloved ; the latter do nothing but 
good, but the foreign monkiſh ſuperſtitions are 
productive of nothing but evil. But of all ſu- 
perſtitions, that of hating one's neighbour for 
his opinions, is the moſt dangerous. It is indeed 
more reaſonable, and leſs hurtful, to adore even 
the holy navel, the holy foreſkin, or the milk 
and the robe of the Virgin Mary, chan to nn. 
and een x one” 5 brother. 275 . 
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Chap XXI. nuten. Tonnen 
. . c n A P. XXI. * {hve 5 5 
Wo vue i more commentable than lauen 
THT * Fig? the leſs aper ; "_ 
| leſs diſpute, the fewer misfortunes. If 
this 2 not none 1 am very much nn 
© Rexicion was inſtituted to make us happy i in 
this life, and in the world to come. What are 
we to do, to be happy in the world to come ? Be 
; wy 3 4 REES 54 B #1 FO. | 


* Whr) are we to 40 to be happy i in this world, * 
as far as the imperfection of our nature will per- 
mit? Be indulgent, or e 
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1 e "je height of folly, to pretend to 
bring all men to think in an uniform manner on 
metaphyſical ſubjects. It would be much eaſier 

to conquer the univerſe by force of arms, than 

to ſubdue the minds of one i ingle town. 
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We indeed hach very eaſily perſuaded all 
hig to acknow lege the truths of geometry. 
But why? * there is not one! of his pro- 
V 3 Poſitions | 
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7% 65 TOW es and worſhip Jeſus 


$ horrid, chan thus to addreſs mankind: 2 cc It is 


not enough, my friegds, that you ſhould be 
e faithful ſubjects, dutiful children, tender pa- 


e ktents, honeſt neighbours, that you ſhould 


1 WY. A been 11 Clap. Kd. 


poſitions that i is not an evident corollary of that 
plain axiom, tum and ivo nate four. This is 


not the caſe, however, with the © complicated. mix- 
ture of 9 and theology, | cg 


12 R 


Warn the biſhop mY Alexandria. pd the at 


Arias began their diſpute, on the manner in \nbich - 
"the Logos was an emanation from the F ather, the 


Emperor Conſtantine yrote to them immediately 


in the words recorded by Euſebius and by Socra 


| Lol x, 66 You are a couple of great. fools, . to dif. - 


pute about what it is . you ſhould. 


| _ * underſtand.” 1 5 


«© the two | partie bad Tr the ſenſe to = 


that the Emperor was in the right, the Chriſtian 
world would not have been covered with blood 
23 it was Joy abays. three. Due years, | 


* 
* £--4 + 
* * 


. can in a fact he a mare 1 or more 


5+. practiſe all the moral virtues, culcivate friend. 


0 Chriſt 


$ . 


Ml 


Chap XXI. Rax los nir. 


s Chriſt in peace; y6u mull due know he was 
* begotten from all eternity,” without having 


been made from all eternity; and if you do. 


* not know how to diſtinguiſh the Omoufon in 

the hypoſtatical union, we pronoumce that 
you will broil eternally inhell-fire; and in the 
mean time, we begin with you by * 
0 Your Ns. 
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- Flaw fach'sdecifon ! Ire 
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8 be would haſt e, 


Coin ahriun did not ves) in his reſolu- | 


tion to impoſe filence on the two parties : he 


micht have ſent for the chiefs of the wranglets = 
#0 bis palace, and demanded-by what autho- 


city any thus hogs on them w ana the 


+ Have you got the erden of the divine fa- 


vas created or begotten, provided people be- 


1 lieve in him, teach good morality, and prac- 
_ *« tiſe it accordingly ? I have myſelf committed 
"SER: many faults in my life-time, and ſo have you: 


3 are e ambitious, ſo am I. The empire hath 
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2 popes 
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* CY me much ag tie Than 8 
Ef. & ſaſſinated almoſt all my relations; and I repent 
= 3 « of it: I, yould expiate my crimes therefore, © 
by giving tranquillity to the Roman empire- 
e prevent me not from doing the only good that 
| may ſink my former cruelties into {oblivion ; 
$i et me Ko endiagy dayeingeace) W Nene. J 
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| OLE Sw s poſſible alter all, he wighe 100 had « no 
. Ing uence on the diſputants, but might have been 
flattered perhaps to preſide at a general council, 
with a long red robe, *. his fore-head * 
with —— 
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x mr 1 OT he: 5 dircumitints however, that 
= "| on the way for thoſe evils that came from 
FP Alias, to over- run Europe. Every conteſted text 
of Scriptiire gave riſe to a fury, armed with a 
aauibble and a poignard, which drove mankind 
into the greateſt exceſſes of madneſs and eruelty. 
The Huns, the Herules, the Goths and Vandals, 
which ſucceeded; did infinitely leſs miſchief; 
and the greateſt they did, was to fall themſelves | 
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brother! . 


T does not require any great art or powers of 

argument to prove that Chriſtians ought to 
tolerate each other. I will go farther ; 11 will 
venture to ſay we ought to love all mankind as 
our brethren. What | you will ſay, a Turk my 
a Chineſe my brother ! a Jew, a Siam- 
efe, my brethren! Even ſo.. Are we not all 
children of the ſame father, formed by the hand 


At 
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of the ſame God ? Yes; but theſe people deſpiſe 
us, they treat us as idolaters! —— Indeed] then 
1 would tell them they are greatly to blame. 


IT imagine I ſhould aſtoniſhingly mortify the pride 


of an Iman or a Talapoin, if I ſhould accoſt 
him in the following terms; This little globe, 
„ which is but a point, rolls about in its orbit 
te with many other globes, while we are loſt as 


.$C 


it were-in the immenſity of ſpace. Man, a 


creature about five foot high, is a mighty in- 


ſignificant being in ſuch an univerſe. One f 
theſe little mortals ſays to his neighbours in 
s Arabia 0 or Cafraria, Liſten: to me, for the 


o 


*. 


chat they do not 


do you think that the Conſul of the academy, 


Ae b dll Sed hath 9 i rs 


« are about nine kundted nitllions of ſuch em- 


e mets as we upon the earth, but it is only our 
« ant-hill that is cheriſhed by the Deity: he 
e hath hated the reſt from all eternity, ours 
« © alone will be happy, while the others are for | 
OY eyer miſcrable. woe "They will ſtop me, doubt- 

leb, and aſk what blockheats i ever talked ſo ab- 
Turdly ? ? when I ſhould be obliged to reply, It is 
Pourfelves. 1 might afterwards try to appeaſe 


them, but ſhould ben: & find it a  Giffcul 
matter. e SY 85 ot 8 pe if (997 
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1 malt nor KP 0 Chrilians, RET 
Saints ſay, for inſtance, to a Dominican In- 
quiſitor: You know, brother, tharevery-pro- a 
% vince in Italy hath its peculiar dialect, and 

peak ſuch Italian at Venice 
ne as at Florence. The academy 
of at 3 hath. eſtabliſned our language, its 
dictionary being the ſtandard from which no 
4 one ſhould deviate; while che grammar of 
„ Buon Matei is alſo an infallible guide. But 


t or in his abſence Buon Matei, could; with a 
80 * conſeiencey cut out the tongues of all 
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- *, condemn. you; that you then ſuffer. five dif- 
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6 great deal of difference | in the 4 pA pre- 
«. ſent concerns the ſalvation of your ſoul- It 


is therefore for your good that the Inquiſition 


orders you to be apprehended, on the depoſi- 
ct tion of a ſingle informer, however wicked or 
* infamous his character. It is for your fouls 
6+ good that you are not allowed an advocate to 


+ plead in your defence; that you ſhould notknow 
L even the name of your accuſer ; that the In- 


$5. quiſitor ſhould promiſe mercy, and afterwards 


te ferent tortures, and afterwards be either whipt, 


$* ſent to the gallies, or publicly burnt at the ſtake, 
Father Ivenet, Doctor Chucalon, Zanchi- 


e nus, Campegius, Royas, Felinus, Gomar, 
* Diabarus, and Gameline, are explicit on * 


head nor can ſo pious à practice admit of 


any contradiction. I ſhould then take the. li- 
ane noe: bim. ee W 


* been book, atitu 


TY 


a 11 Tuan on Gi ; XI 9 
de in che rights I am well perſuaded of all 


1 the good you intend me; but, pray, cannot 


. be ſaved, . without giving you ul this 
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of 112 is 50 4 theſe horrid abſurdities are not 


practiſed every day; but they have been ſo fre- 


quent, that we might eaſily find authenticated 
accounts to fill a volume much larger than the 
| goſpel. which condemns them. It is not only 
very cruel to perſecute thoſe who think different 1 
from us, but I know not if it be not raſh to 


1 pronounce them eternally damned. It appears 


to me very unbecoming in us, the mere atoms 


of a moment, thus to anticipate- the-decrees of 


the Almighty. I am far from controverting the 


doctrine which teaches that there is 20 ſalvation 


wut of the church. I revere the church, -and all 
it teaches us; but do we in reality know all the 
ſecret ways of God, and the extent of his merey? 
Is it not permitted to hope in him, as well as to 
fear him? Is it not enough for us to be faithful 


members of the church, without taking upon us 


to uſurp the prerogative of the Deity, and de- 
termine before him the lot of others to, all efer- ; 
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8 W wearing mourning for the Kings of Swe⸗ 
den, Denmark, England or Pruſſia, do we ſay 
ve are mourning for a reprobate, who is to broil 
_, ®crnally in hell? There are about forty millions 


of Proteſtants in Europe; ſhall we ſay to every | 
oneſof them, Sir, you will be infallibly damned 


d in the other world; therefore I will neither 
mi W 85 nor converſe ue) ay in Oy" 
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Seignior, could ſincerely ſay to himſelf, . His 


s highneſs will -infallibly burn to all eternity, be- 


es cauſe he hath been circumciſed.” If he actu- 


ally believed that the Grand Seignior was an inve- 
terate enemy to God, and the object of his ven- 


geance, could he ſpeak to him, or ought he to 


have been ſent to him? With whom could we 


have any buſineſs or connection, what duty in 
civil life could poſſibly be diſcharged, if, in fact, 
men Te believed! they were INI with 


12 Wen of a ee God! if your 


hearts had ever been cruel; if, in adoring him 
| whoſe law conſiſts in this ſimple injunction, Love 


a. nian is * tins of Was” who 
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. Plato, to the divine Antoninys, and the good 
Trajan, to Tirus the delight of mankind; to 
« Epictetus, and to many others, who were pat: 

«© terns of humanity, « Go monſters ! hence to 

your puniſhments, infitte an@ intenſe as they 

«. are durable. And you, my dearlycbeloved 
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but unto thee, O God 


\ is. all worlds, and ehe it vip * 5 


mitted ſuch feeble creatures, loſt in the immen- 
ſity of ſpace, and imperceptible to the reſt of 


the univerſe, to aſk any thing of thee, who haſt. 


given all, of thee, whoſe decrees are immutable 


as they ate eternal. Deign to look down in 
pity on thoſe errors which are inſeparable from 
our nature and Jet them not prove our 
misfortunes Thou haſt not given us hearts to 
hate, nor hands to deſtroy each other: Grant 

| that we may mutually affiſt- ohe another to ſup- 
port the burthen of a painful and tranſitory life. 


Lex not the triflipg difference between the veſt-⸗ 


ments that cover our weak bodies, between our 
defectivę languages, our ridiculous cuſtoms, our 


numerous imperfect laws, our idle opinions, our 
ſeveral conditions, ſo diſproportionate in oureyes, 


and ſo equal in thine; let not the little ſhades 


of rank or rn which — the ſeveral | 
2 0 N atoms 
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FICCUTION | May | thoſe, who celebrate thy name 
by. wax-light at noon- day, tolerate ,Juch, as. Arc 
content with the light of the ſun, . Let not thoſe 


| who put on a white linen ſurplice to tell us we 


muſt love thee, hold in deteſtation ſuch as preach 
the ſame 


8 gon taken from an ancient language, as in a 


_ fimilar- jargon formed on a modern one. May 


- thoſe whoſe - garments are dyed red or purple, 


. who domineer over a ſmall part of a little heap 
of this earth, who poſſeſs a. few round pieces of 


à certain ſhining metal, enjoy without vanity 


what they call riches and grandeur. May others 
behold them without envy ; for nothing is 


| there in ſuch yanities, thou knoweſt, to be en- 


| vied ; nothing is there in ſuch grandeur of which 


to be vain. May all mankind. remember that 


they are brethren; may they hold the tyranny 


ok the mind in abhorrence, and execrate the 


5 violence that robs induſtry of the fruits of its 
labour. If war be ſometimes neceſſary, let us 


not deſtroy each other in the midſt of peace; 
9 ar 2 our ee exiſtence i in praiſing, 
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ployed in the deſign. of rendering man · 


kind more. compaſſionate and benevolent to each 


other; a writer, of a different turn of mind, 
was engaged in a deſign directly contrary. This 


was the editor of that little code of perſecution, 


intituled, L' accord de la religion et de Þ bumanitt : 
The agreement of Religion and Humanity. 


| Correct here the typographical eren and read 
| e 9 
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- the Authority of St. Auſtin, Who, after having: X 


long preached up toleration and candour, at 


length became an advocate for perſecution. It is 


to be obſerved however, that in the latter caſe 
he was on the ſtrongeſt ſide, and that he fre- 
quently changed; his opinion. He cites alſo the 
example of Boſſuet, biſhop of Meaux, who per 
ſecuted the celebrated Fenelon, archbiſhop of 


A for being guilty of — in print, | 
mY OY 1 "ws 


#28 's * 


5, BILE the wie of chis Da fs was «ems: 


R 8 


*% ' A 4 <= q 
<2 e 
— ers 


8 ks 2 
— FEE as 


22 


2 
dw 


Joe 
N * ——y 


N 
1 $2 
© 2th, 


Rar, wana 


Oe e n e PACs ERC EC RT Ina 
TN! 


122 


3 


* 
x — 
22 
i eee 


1 
> N * 
r 
+ N. 
r 


12 * 
TIT TI 
— * "$1 

4 8 4 


* 
" 7 55 e r 
ers COTA e 7, . 7, 
Ne ev gn; at er BAT — 8 


r 


n 


* 
roo Rag Ir j 8 rx GY 
\ * 4 * . 5 22 2 
5 n 


— OLIN 


4 
: 
= | ern {© Pr K. Wr 
q * 
——— K 


EY AE 


' 
% 

Says - od wr 
"x nne 
Tn W N e 

* 13 


* „ 


r 


w. 4 


e 


—— — wa We Oey „0 
rere 
5 1 IR 8 
2 5 5 . 
EXT mM 4, wg) 5 9 — 
. 8 * wat 
$1 * 


= 3-: 


pep repro Rees 
— 5 
* 1 ” 7 * 
8 


— — 


S 
LS, * bj ks — = 
r » © 
Moat” 2 


4 PIO! ot, 


| tha the « Dee deſerved to be 0 "mer 6 for 


hy. Ss 3 


ted ws 15 Gee Than : 
confeſs alſo, that the biſhop of Hippon, however 
inconcluſive his reaſoning, was more florid than 
molto £ the Altes: bot Th cake the = 


be 1 
is Nt * "te 
Fy 4 10 8 * * \ — 5 * x Is TY 21 * 


Aſa ur une N e 8e 0 on eber ſe gt, * 
"I 2 puckn les deu cores . uf refebie, 


2 * ” 
* Ws, 4 


Xt cher our POE we Gould n 
— We ſhould their ViITueFage their e "R $ 


1 $tiout.b n a to St. Auftio, "4h My | 
* Lord Biſhep of Hippon, 1 fre you have 
73 Fog, your mind; but your Lordſhip wilt 
permit me to abide by your firſt 27 5 

* TO think n much the Bolt „ 


10 ae Biſhop of Mini 1 heuld a fo, in like : 
manner, My Lord, you are a very great man; 
4 Wh: look Sung 8 ane to de as kane 


* un Jn the 2 ge. 8 A 3 
32 7 J bs. at 


10 3 but dere ſhould you 6 Sac 
66 a0\7 gate 3 ret, . was as e In 


mach more abt an 97 We 
90 Gore. a ths eee dogt e 02 1 21% 
rt wthor of the arc nt 
bel em humanity, is neither a Boffact, nor 1 
Saint Abſtin; he ſeems to me indeed excellently | „ 
ee Wen- vent and n all wy SD 


nn 2 8 
rere n 


© 


. cart is, bela this, a en rei 19 
and b 0 curious principles of govern- 141 


& 


* 
= 


| hit?" lf, ſays he; the heterodox are very 
A bümercus, it may be mw 20 deal” with 
. them by fair means, t a „ 
chem; but if they are ee have nothing bo 
veto do but uſe them roughly, and ſend them 

3662 eo the n at once. Men ASTD 


2 1 5 ; 31 Y 
25 4 * . 2 8 5 . 


Seen Can 12 am a ves Catholic, and am 
in no danger of what the Hugonots call martyr⸗ 
dom; bur if this writer ſhould ever come to be 
prime miniſter, as he ſeems ro flatter: himſelf he 1 
will, I ons . N before hund, that 1 . 


—_— 
412 — 


4 8 
en e 12: 


5 W 


— 
— 
— 


x = — 
1 N 3 


1 
8 
i. 
11 
5 3 


8 
* 


121 f Qz 


— YL nnd 


* 


5 . worde 200 8 


. en z od „ tend 00 y 5344 ae 

* che mesn time, 1 can 
ene to Heaven, that permits ts ſuch kind 
writers to be ſuch bad reaſoners.. It is with moſt 
dong propriety that he cites Bayle in Favour 
of perſecutio „ Bayle has admitted that! the 
kKnaviſh and fa8ous ſhould be puniſhed:; ergo, 
ſays this logician, he would we harmleſahonel: 
rope erſecuted with fire and ſw ore. 


7 $ a i 1 5 4 #5 BY | 7 3 L 
Ml! SIC Ns Icon © 25 ifs ZAM 425 0 
* 


His IR 00] is indeed an imitation of the 
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| Verſailles, the Miniſters of ſtate attending, and 
che Chancellor preſiding; when Mr. de Croſne, 
maſter. of the requeſts, made his report of the af- 


fair of Calas, with all the ĩimpartiality of a judge. 


the preciſion of a man perfectly verſed in the fact, 
and with all the genuine and ſimple eloquence 
ef a man of ſenſe, and a ſtateſman, the only ſpe- 
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the motives of che ſentence by which John Ca- 
las was executed on the wheel. This deciſion « 
the council was approved of by his majeſty. 
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lemn manner, chat be had not the leaſt perſonal 
knowlege of the late unhappy Calas, whom the 
. Judges of Toulouſe condemned to death on the 
moſt ſofpicious evidence, in contradiction to the 
ordinances of our Kings, and againſt the laws 
of all nations. Neither did he know the ſon 
Marc Abthony Calas, whoſe ſtrange death was 
the cauſe of miſleading. the judges; nor the 1 re- 
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her innocent daughters, who have attended 
her above two hundred leagues, to lay their 
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4. John Calas had; by the aid of ſome ſuperna- 
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